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How Hubbard's Ethan Allen Gallery Grew from
Benson & Carlson Furniture Store
The Hubbard name has been synonymous with home furnishings in Batavia
for most of this century, with three generations of the family operating the
business since 1910. Recently Elliott Lundberg and your editor interviewed
brothers Jim and Paul, the remaining members of the second generation that
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Hubbard & Johnson -- about 1910

Since 1910 the Hubbard name has
been on the building now known as
Hubbard's Ethan Allen Gallery, at 16
North Batavia Avenue. It was in that
year that G.E. ("Ed") Hubbard and his
~brother-in-Iaw, Charles'Johnson, purchased the furniture business that for
some years had operated as Benson
& Carlson.
The beginnings of Benson &

Carlson are not entirely clear. A few
years earlier, it had also occupied
space in the W.L. Anderson building
on the northeast corner of Batavia
Avenue and Wilson Street. Co-owner
John Benson was the father of Arnold
Benson, who later became a banker,
owner of the Batavia Herald weekly
newspaper and printing company,
state senator, and Director of Agricul-

ture for the State of Illinois. At some
point, co-owner John Carlson purchased Benson's interest and, after a
period as the sole owner, took in a Mr.
Elfstrom (believed to be the brother
of Phil E:lfstrom's grandfather) as a
partner.
Hubbard & Johnson's Building
The front part of the building that
Hubbard & Johnson, as the new business was called, had originally been
built around 1840 by the Congregational Church. After the church moved
to its present home on South Batavia
Avenue, the old church building was
occupied -- although not simultaneously -- by the First Baptist Church
and the Catholic Church. The deed to
the property shows that its first nonchurch use came when the Catholic
Church sold it to Benson & Carlson.
A few years after Hubbard &
Johnson bought the property,a disastrous fire destroyed much of the back
area of the store. Mary (Burton)
Chapman rememberedthe fire clearly,
as a barn to the rear of the house to
the north also caught fire, and the
horses escaped and were running
free. After the fire, Hubbard & Johnson
bought the Methodist Church's gymnasium at the rear of the church for
$450 and moved it to replace the area
lost in the fire.' With much remodeling in later years, there is little evidence of the gym; however, under the
carpet in one of the sections is the
original hardwood floor with the clear
Continued on p. 2

How Hubbard's Ethan Allen Gallery Grew
markings for the free throw areas as
well as the center jump circle. High in
the attic, the members of the 1912
state championship
team put their
names in chalk on the roof trusses.

The Early Store's Business
Ed Hubbard's sons spent much of
their childhood in the store. Over the
years they had on-the-job training in
most aspects of the store's operations.

new tires -- thousands of them. Jim
and Paul watched him and later
learned to make these repairs.
The store sold thousands
of
shades, which Charlie Johnson initially made by hand; they were cut and
sewn and then stapled onto the rollers. Later, a shade-making machine
replaced the handwork. At $1.25
apiece, Hubbard & Johnson also

Continuedfromp.1

chairs. This was back when we were
in school. And I think we got three ~
cents
for a chair and five cents for'~\::.,JJ
card table."
Originally deliveries were made by
horse and wagon. Wally Freedlund
remembers
when he and Tony
Johnson used to ride along on the
wagon and were permitted to hold the
reins of the horse. On one delivery,
they were proceeding
south on
Batavia Avenue, which was unpaved,
when the front wheels separated from
the wagon. The horse took off running
with the front wheels, with Charlie
Johnson in hot pursuit.
In the front of the store to the south,
Mrs. Martin O. Nelson, wife of the
plumber
and mother of Russell
("Bussy") Nelson, rented an area for
a ladies hat shop. Some years later,
Claus Redlund had space where he
sold Swedish linen, both finished as
tablecloths and napkins and in bolts
that were sold by the yard. Customers, who came from far and near, had
to make their purchases on Saturday,

Hubbard's Home Furnishings -- 1965

As with most stores of that era,
Hubbard & Johnson was for many
years something of a "general store."
In addition to home furnishings, it carried a full line of paints, wallpaper, window shades and window glass. In the
lower level, screen wire was replaced,
pictures were framed, and new tires
were put on wagons, tricycles and
baby buggies. The rubber came in
spools of different sizes. With the aid
of a machine, Ed Hubbard put on the

The Batavia Historian, recipient of the Illinois State Historical Society's 1997
Award for Superior Achievement, is published quarterly by the Batavia Historical
Society. The editor, Bill Hall, will welcome
any suggestions or material -- 630-8792033.

The Depot Museum, a cooperative effort
of the Society and the Batavia Park District, is open from 2 to 4 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from March through November. The
director, Carla Hill, can be reached at 630879-5235.
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Hubbard's Ethan Allen Gallery Today

framed pictures -- as Jim and Paul
recollect, hundreds and hundreds of
them.
Renting out wooden folding chairs
was a continuing activity. The store
would get a call, say, from the Knights
of Pythias lodge on South Batavia
Avenue, requesting 125 chairs. So,
Paul recalls, "We would load the
chairs on the truck, drive them to the
K.P. hall, and haul them up the stairs;
then, the next day, we would carry
them down the stairs and take them
back to the store. People who had
something going on in their homes
would call us and want, say, forty

since that was the only day Redlund
was available.
The paint and wallpaper department was always busy. In addition to
homeowners,
painting contractors
were major customers. Since most of
them did not own trucks, the store's
delivery included picking up their ladders, scaffolding and other equipment
and taking them to the job site. The
exterior house paint was usually
white. Dutch Boy, Eagle and Anaconda white lead (this pre-dated the
fear of lead poisoning) came in hur)~
Continued on p. 3
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How Hubbard's Ethan Allen Gallery Grew
Succession of a New Generation

dred pound kegs, and the painters had
to mix it with five gallons of boiled lin-

I~

seed oil,gallon
which steel
the drums.
store bought
in
fifty-five
Jim and
Paul recall lugging those hundred
pound kegs up stairs.
A few years ago, a member of the
Shumway family brought into the store
an old sales ticket for wallpaper purchased by C.w. Shumway in 1912.
The room required eight rolls of wallpaper at thirteen cents per roll ($1.04)
seven rolls of ceiling paper at eight
cents per roll ($.56), and nineteen
yards of border at two cents per yard
($.38) .- a total of $1.98. Three rolls
were returned, however, for a credit
of $.39, reducing the net sale to $1.59.
Hubbard's now has this sales ticket
framed and hung in the office.
Hubbard & Johnson used to sell
refrigerators,
stoves and washing
machines. Paul and Jim remember
the time they were delivering a refrigerator and found they could not get it
through the door. Eventually they got
a couple of ladders and some rope
and brought it in through an upstairs
window.
Before World War II, Hubbard &

.\'Johnson
sold"furniture
byrea
~
manufacturer
in Chicago. made
As Paul
called, "We would buy a sofa and very
often two chairs, maybe a regular
lounge and a matching rocker. We
sold the sofas for $52 apiece."

W~.nT~

DOING

In 1937 Paul and Jim were seniors
in high school when their father died.
Upon graduation, Paul went to work
at the furniture store, half of which was
now owned by his mother, and returned there after World War II service in the Marine Corps. Jim, who
graduated with Paul, went to work for
Arnold Benson at the Batavia Herald
printing shop and continued there for
a number of years, except for time in
the Army Air Corps. In 1949 he told
Benson that he was leaving to work
in the furniture
store, but when
Benson told him that he would pay him
the same salary if he would work for
him half time, he agreed to continue
on that basis -- and he did so until
1953.
Jim's and Paul's younger brother,
Warren, graduated from high school
in 1939. He went to work for the Northern Trust Bank in Chicago and returned there after he got out of the
Army. Later he worked for the First
National Bank in Batavia until 1949,
when he joined his brothers at the
store.
In 1947 the three brothers purchased Johnson's
interest,
and
changed the name of the store to
Hubbard's Home Furnishings. The
first years of owning the store were
very demanding, both of time and of
effort. With Warren working at the

.nT lUI mU~IUm?

by Carla Hill, Director
What a great year we had at the
museum -- wonderful groups, increased attendance, especially on
weekends, and an ever-increasing
group of volunteers! The museum
would never be able to operate
without our volunteers. We had a
great fall trip and anticipate a wonderful Christmas Party.
Chris Winter and I are working
on many projects this winter. The
Society has entered into an agreement with Gerry Dempsey
of
Batavia Enterprises for a storage
room in the Newton House basement. This area will give us a place
to move may of our non-archival
items such as extra storage boxes,
books, pamphlets and sales items
that take up so much needed space

upstairs at the museum. We will also
be working on a display using the
Ruble donation and the many railroad artifacts in our collection.
We have ordered the microfilm
printer/reader and are finishing up
the information
for the history
plaques that will be placed around
the Riverwalk in the spring.
We look forward to an exciting year
in 1999, with many new and exciting
exhibits and programs. I hope that
you had a wonderful Christmas and
look forward to a great new year.
If you are interested in volunteering at the museum, contact me at
879-5235 or Kathy Fairbairn at 4069041. The museum will reopen Monday, March 1, 1999.
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bank and Jim spending half-days in
the printing shop, the three of them
would return to the furniture store after dinner. In those days they did everything at the store -- cleaning, ordering, delivering, and keeping the
books. For some time they had no car,
but later the three of them shared a
Plymouth, which they bought from
Larry Favoright.
Jim explained, "In the early days
when we had only one truck, we would
go back down to the store at night to
get deliveries ready for the next day
and load the truck. We came down
the next morning at six o'clock and
would maybe drive to Oak Park and
deliver furniture up to the third floor,
then drive back to Batavia in time to
open at nine o'clock." The store was
open six days a week, with no vacations the first years, and very little time
off. But, as Paul made clear, "None of
the three of us ever worked on Sunday. We didn't care what happened
but we wouldn't work on Sunday."
One of the first things the new owners wanted to get rid of was the "hot
stove league," which had long been a
part of Hubbard & Johnson, like many
"general stores." Back when they
were young, they recalled, "the town's
notables, including Joel McKee and
Van Burton, would come in to discuss
politics and whatever else needed to
be discussed. Our father and uncle
would take part if they were not busy.
There was a pipeless furnace in the
basement with a metal grate over it,
and those sitting on the long green
bench next to the grate could look
down and see the furnace. One of the
first things we did was to take the
bench out so the visitors had to stand
up. We just didn't think this type of
thing was conducive to running a retail business, although it had been fine
years before -- when the store was
also a polling place where people
came to vote."
After Paul joined the business, he
went to the floor-laying
school
Armstrong had in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He laid floors for a long time.
That was back when times were
tough, and they would lay floors for
almost nothing -- just to sell the floor
covering.
Later they hired Jiggs
Anderson; he did a lot of floor and tile
work, much of it in Wheaton and other
places. Hubbard's never had its own
Continued on p. 8
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Our Library over the Years
the Van Nortwick frame building on the
island. Margaret Twining became the
librarian, in charge of the collectio'
that then totaled 4,436 volumes.
The next move in 1902 became
embroiled in the City Council's plans
to extend Wilson Street west of
Batavia Avenue to Lincoln Avenue. It
is worth digressing a bit to provide the
background of this controversy. The
home of the late Levi Newton, founder
of the Newton Wagon Company (see
story in January, 1998, issue), stood
proudly at the head of the Wilson
Street hill, on the west side of Batavia
Avenue, blocking the street's extension to the west. Immediately to its
south was what is now Gammon Corners, while adjacent on the other side
stood the present Newton House, built
by Levi Newton's son, Don Carlos.
With Levi and D.C. Newton both dead,
the two Newton residences were in
the hands of the heirs, chief of whom
was Mrs. Don Carlos (Mary) Newton.
As reported in the Herald, "a Committee [of the City Council] was appointed to ascertain from Mrs. Mary
Newton the price of her property that
would have to be taken [to extend
Wilson Street west] ... The Committee reported to the. C9ldncil that the"
. hcidspoken' to Mrs. Newton in·regarl-..J.-/
to the matter and that she asked
$10,000 for her property ... The Council regarded this high, and therefore
further negotiations were dropped."
The community, Campbell reports,
was not happy about the barrier to the
street's extension, and the Council
must have reopened some discussions. Apparently, however, it delayed
action too long because in September, 1902, the Herald announced:
"Mrs. Mary Newton carried out the
wishes and plans of her husband, the
late Capt. D.C. Newton, by presenting [the Levi Newton home] to the library Directors. The gift was accepted
with thanks." So here the library stood,
blocking the extension of Wilson
Street because, as Campbell tells us,
"once established in the 'neat, spacious, brick structure with modern
conveniences,' it stayed for 20 years."
We can well imagine the growing
frustration over the years of those who
believed Wilson Avenue should and
must be extended westward.
But
nothing happened until May, 1921,
when the township held a special Glec- ~
tion to approve $8,000 in bonds to bu
a library building. The result: "Men~'

-J/

Library (former Levi Newton home) 1902-1921

With the recent approval of bonds
to build a new Batavia library, we
thought it would be interesting to look
back at the history of our library over
the years. For much of the story that
follows, which reveals that controversy regarding the library site is nothing new, we are indebted to the late
Roberta Campbell for articles in her
. book Batavia. 1833-1983 and to John
Gustafson's Historic Batavia.
A story published in the December
18, 1904, issue of the Batavia Herald
tells us that the library had its origin
with a group of students at Batavia
Institute, which was housed in what
became Bellevue Place. In 1860,
these students adopted a resolution
as follows:
"The undersigned, S.L. Coffin, Weston
McCullough,
C.H. Starkey, Mary L.
Wolcott, Marion E. Canfield, Salem B.
Town, Aaron Hageman, Amelia T. Brown,
D.W Bradley, D.W Starkey, P.B. Smith,
WA. Wolcott, Eliza J. Partridge, Ella J.
Osgood,
Howard
Mann,
Maggie
Rockwell,
L.C. Johnson, Olivia C.
Patterson, Wm. H. Burnham, Ida G. Thomas, LM. Voorhees, S.A. Wolcott, J.e.
Patterson, Ellis A. Beach -- do hereby
certify that they are anxious of forming a
Library Association for mutual improvement and the purpose of acquiring and
holding such property as shall be necessary to carry out pursuance of an act entitled 'An Act for the Incorporation of
Benevolent, Educational, Literary, Musical, Scientific, and Missionary Societies,
including societies for mutual improvement and for the promotion of Art.'"
Despite the name of the new asso-

ciation, it appears that the early years
of its existence were devoted primarily to literary pursuits, "though there
was some property, consisting of
Appleton's Cyclopaedia and a few
other books."
A succeeding library association
was formed in 1869, with prominent
Batavians in charge -- S.L. Coffin,
president; J.C. Patterson·,· vice-president; M.E. Canfield, secretary; and
WA and SA Wolcott, librarians. Life
membership dues were $5, with a
yearly tax. With this money, books
began to accumulate, stored initially
in an upper room of the Harvey Block
on South Batavia Avenue (the home
until 1989 of Johnson's Drug Store).
Meetings were held in the residences
of the members, and a librarian was
elected each year.
Later, when the matter of a free library and a reading room came up,
the library was moved to the Buck
Block (on the Batavia Avenue site of
what is now Windmill City Discount
Liquors), with F.H. Buck named librarian and Emma Bristol his assistant.
These developments in 1873 marked
what the library considered to be its
real beginning. The library then had
384 volumes; by 1882, after the Good
Templars donated their library, the
number of books had grown to 1,040.
J. Van Nortwick, a.T. Snow, D.C.
Newton, N.W. Young, W.S. Burnham,
and F.P. Conde were elected directors. The first money received from
town taxation was at the rate of one
mill.
The library was moved in 1885 to

Continued on p. 7
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We are again fortunate to have one of Helen Anderson's always popular
stories about growing up on a farm in Batavia township in the early 1900s.
The subject of winter and snow is particularly timely for this issue.
In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter,
Long ago.
Christine Rossetti 1830-94

by Helen Bartelt Anderson

~
-~

I remember a winter around 192021 when zero degree weather with
much snow and icy winds seemed to
be the norm. This meant pure misery
for all of us. One fairly warm place to
be was in the cowbarn where the large
animals' body heat and warm, moist
breath warmed the frigid air, but the
odor of their breath combined with the
odor of wet and messy straw discouraged long visits. The cattle were kept
most of the time in the barn, only being out long enough for Papa to clean
the barn and put in fresh straw bedding. This was also a problem because the straw stack was covered
with ice and snow. This procedure was
a twice-a-day necessity so the cows
would be clean for milking.
Papa gave all the animals extra
food, especially corn. Horses did not
mind the cold so much, nor did the
pigs and chickens, but cows would
stand in the barnyard with their backs
humped up waiting for the door to
open, so they could get back into their
warm barn to munch on hay or silage.
Water was also a serious, difficult
problem. Ice in the water tanks had to
be chopped out and fresh water put
in for all the animals. Papa or Fred
(who lived with us) had to pump the
water by hand. (No electric pumps nor
heaters.) Papa had a Challenge Windmill, but the fan often frozen on real
cold days. Papa bought a gas engine
to pump the water, but one of the first
times he used it, it kicked and broke
his arm.
In the mornings Papa loaded the
milk into the bobsled and covered the
cans with horse blankets. Then he

andusme
~ ,I wrapped
kets and Roger
dropped
offinatheavy
schoolblanon
the way to the dairy in Batavia, a mile
and a half away. Papa wore a wool
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stocking
cap and a wool scarf
wrapped around his neck and across
his nose and mouth. His breath
caused his eyelids and brows to be
covered with frost. Also, the frisky
horses had frost around their nostrils
as they trotted through the deep snow
(no snowplows).
At that time in a one-room school
the teacher had to do everything; however in frigid weather a school board
member or neighbor would come at
night and "bank" the coals in the
heater with coke and nearly close the
damper so the fire just smoldered all
night. By the time my brother and I
got to school, early each morning, we
would find teacher, Agnes Nelson, already there putting kindling wood in
the heater and blowing on the glowing coals to coax a blazing fire. Then
she would add chunks of wood and
coal. If the strong wind blew snow into
the woodshed through the cracks, it
covered the chunks of wood. It took a
lot of kindling wood and corn cobs to
get a good fire going.
Children wore long underwear, usually part wool, buttoned down the front
with dropseat
in the back. The
dropseat was fastened with three buttons. It was very hard for little fingers
to get those three buttons unbuttoned
"in time" when it was bitter cold and
they had waited until the last minute
to make that trip out back to the outhouse.
At school the plain wood floor, seats
and desks were so cold that we stood
around the heater and read our lessons. Trouble was the front part of us
would be boiling while the cold from
the rest of the room chilled our backs.
On such cold days Miss Nelson would
make creamed
macaroni
or hot
chocolate on top of the heater. It sort
of made up for other discomforts.
School was dismissed early because
of very dark days. Teacher helped
bundle us up for the walk home. The
hardest part was putting on those
black, cloth overshoes with four buckles. Even though the teacher helped
us, it was still a struggle because they
had to go over our shoes. When the
snow had drifted and the wind had
packed it really hard along the fence
lines, we were able to walk on top of
the snow, which was great fun. School

Helen, her brother Roger, and friend

was only about a quarter of a mile from
home. Some children had to walk
much farther.
At home the wind seemed to come
right through the walls. Mama rolled
up towels
and laid them
on
windowsills and pulled the shades
down. Rag rugs rolled up by the doorsills helped to keep the cold out. (We
do the same today.) The kitchen stove
helped to keep us warm as we ate
soup, sitting by the open oven door.
The smell of Mama's good vegetable
soup, corn muffins and ginger bread
made us forget about the icy wind and
snow drifts higher than either Roger
or I.
Life was better at home than at
school. For one thing there was a
commode decorated with roses, at
one end in Mama's long closet. That
was a real blessing even though
Mama had glued flannel around the
two holes in our little outhouse with
the crescent
moon on the door.
Mama's closet had a door at the front
that led to Mama and Papa's bedroom. The door at the back led to the
hallway.
We seldom have those frigid,
blizzardy
days anymore, but the
memories we old timers carry in our
minds and hearts are very real and
precious.
.:
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In earlier issues, we began listing the Swedish nicknames in Batavia that Edna Oleson had started, with help from her
brother Roland Peterson, and that Elliott Lundberg and Arnold O. Johnson completed in 1989. The list continues below:

NAME

NICKNAME

OTHER COMMENTS

Anton Johnson

Skradare

Tailor

10'
'---~

Chicken Breast
August Johnson

August Pat

Worked for Patterson - Bellevue

August Johnson

Halt August
Nebraska Carl

Had a limp

Carl Johnson
Carl Johnson

Stora Carl

Tall and thin

Husband of Ellen Nick

worked at Bellevue

Langa Carl
Carl Johnson

Svenska Clara's Carl

Carl A. Johnson

Pinoke

Carl D. Johnson

Sparky's brother

Brother of Gus Sparky

Charles Johnson

Puerto Rico Charlie

Served in Puerto Rico during
Spanish American War

Charles Johnson

Min Hast (my horse)

Father of Johnny Beans & Bob

Charles Johnson

Furniture Charlie

Hubbard & Johnson Furniture
also was in coal business

Coal Charlie
Charles Johnson

Kala Charlie

Charles Johnson

Emma Peterson Johnson's Charlie

Second wife - Emma Peterson

Emil Johnson

Nebraska Emil

Alderman - N. Jackson St.

Elmer Johnson

Limpy Loven

Son of Skradare Johnson
Trained crow to say "Where's Elmer"

Gust Johnson

Popcorn's father

Children nicknamed "Popcorn"

Gust Johnson

Stammare Gust

Lived 77 '/2 W. Wilson, then Water

Harry Johnson

Haran

Brother of John Bagan Johnson
(To be continued)

What Was Batavia Like in 1896
Marilyn Robinson recently found a piece describing Batavia, in Swedish, in a November, 1896, Batavia Herald. The
paper's editor thought that Swedish-born Batavians might wish to send the article "across the Ocean to their 'FatherLand.'" Because most Batavians today, even those of Swedish extraction, would have difficulty reading the original,
Dorothy Patzer, with the help of a cousin from Sweden, provides us with this translation.
Batavia is one of the beautiful towns next to the Fox River, situated at the river's romantic and fertile shore, surrounded by
rich and fertile land, in the southeast part of Kane, one of the exclusive places in Illinois with numerous and well-being
population.
Batavia is situated 35 miles west of Chicago, seven north of Aurora, has gravel roads, electric lights, excellent water pipe
system with an artesian well at 1,300 feet deep and with a water supply of 300 gallons a minute. Furthermore, we find
excellent schools, fourteen churches, beautiful and comfortably furnished homes and stores, apartments, and a good public
library.
Batavia's commercial and manufacturing advantages are big, and there are 120 commercial shops and seven industrial
factories, that employ over 1,000 workers. The town lies on fine stony ground, and there are actively six good stone mines.
Good train connections being the C&NW and CB&Q railroads. Batavia has intelligent and forward ambitious authorities and
is inhabited by hospitable and energetic people.
,u~
If you therefore wish a pleasant home and a good place to establish an industrial enterprise that shall offer many profits,'-come to Batavia, where you will find valuable assistance and be heartily welcomed by inhabitants and the Herald.
J~
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BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1998 ANNUAL REPORT
History is a guide to navigation in perilous times. History is who we are and why we are the way we
are. History is the record of an encounter between character and circumstances.
We are not makers
of history. We are made by history. The unrecorded past is none other than our old friend, the tree
in the primeval forest which fell without being heard.
Not so for Batavia. Batavia was settled by Christopher Payne in 1833 and much has transpired from then to
today. Fortunately, John Gustafson did much to research and report the events of those formative years.
The Batavia Historical Society was incorporated
on April 30, 1960 to carryon
this work .. The
purpose of the Society shall be: to discover, preserve, and disseminate knowledge about the City of
Batavia and Batavia Township, and the region in their immediate vicinity; to collect and preserve
papers, books, records, photographs,
and other items of historic interest;
to encourage
the
preservation of historic buildings and monuments and provide for the suitable identification thereof;
to publish articles, pamphlets and books related to the history of Batavia and its immediate vicinity;
to receive by gift, bequest, purchase or other means, monies, property and historical artifacts; and to
hold meetings and other activities to provide for the dissemination of information of an historical
nature; and to foster interest in the history of Batavia.
We thought it would be of interest to you to hear of the activities of your Society during the past year. Your
board has held 5 meetings during the year and members have spent many hours on projects.

!
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There are currently about 360 Memberships, consisting of individual, family, junior, business or
institutional memberships--some being Life memberships. Memberships come from Batavians and those
who have moved to other parts of this country and thereby retain an interest in Batavia. About 110 new
memberships have been received during the past year.
The Depot Museum, moved to its present site in 1973, is open 5 days a week from March through
November displaying artifacts from Batavia's past for viewing by the public. Behind the scenes, members
also are busy storing, identifYing and maintaining records on the many artifacts, records and pictures that
have been donated to your Society. They maintain obituaries of Batavia's citizens for future use. Books
and artifacts concerning Batavia are on sale in the Museum.
The Historical Society participated in the Cemetery Walk in conjuction with the Access Committee.
acted out the lives of seven people from the Civil War who are buried there.

People

Members of the Society assist with requests that come from other parts of the state and nation to help with
genealogy requests where there are roots in Batavia. An example from last year was a Dr. Brandon Clifford
from California who had a diary of a Capt. John Hedges and was looking for Capt. Hedges' brother, Isaac,
who was indicated to have been a civil war soldier and buried in Batavia. With the help of a member and
the Cemetery Staff, the head stone was located, showing date of death and age and a verse about this
soldier.
A major project was undertaken to go through old probate records of the county to remove records
pertaining to people who lived in Batavia, primarily probating of wills and estates, which records are now
located in the Museum. This was a 5 year project completed in 1998.
We are grateful that Batavia's Arlene Nick has donated a complete set of The Windmill Herald, which she
published, to the Society. It is the intent to microfilm those for future reference. During 1998, your society
has received over 50 donations of money, artifacts or pictures. One of the members is writing an article on
Batavia History for the Chronicle every third week under the caption of the Batavia Historical Society.

The Society continues top plaque homes in Batavia and has revised the procedure to make it easier for those
with homes over 100 years old to qualify. A slide presentation has been prepared and is available for
presentation at other organizations showing 60 homes in Batavia that have been so designated.
There were three Junior membership activities which involved participation from about 12 members. The
activities they participated in were to help set up the medical display in the Museum, learning how to
preserve artifacts and acting as docents at the museum ..
Your Society is having historical plaques made to be placed on the RiverWalk showing views and
descriptions of businesses that were once located there and had a place in Batavia's History. A microfilm
reader and printer are also being secured as an aid in maintaining and using historical records. A grant for
these two items has been applied for and approved by Kane County from the Victoria Boat Funds.
The long range planning committee recommended that there be a committee structure established to do the
work of the Society and to seek more participation. As a result, program, public relations, finance and
membership committees are in the process of being established and members are being asked to participate.
Plans are being made to hold "Heritage Round Tables" to discuss aspects of the history of Batavia with
those who have input and interest. This committee is pursuing expansion possibilities for the Depot
Museum for much needed display and working space, but remaining in the present area.
The Batavia Historian is the society's newsletter which is published four times each year and contains
articles of historical interest about Batavia. In late 1997, the Society issued the book "John Gustafson's
Historic Batavia, written by Marilyn Robinson and Jeffrey Shielke, and sales continue.
Copies are
available ..
Three membership meetings were held this past year, beginning with last years annual meeting, a meeting in
June with Marilyn Robinson and Jeff Schielke speaking on their experiences in writing the book just
mentioned, and a meeting in September regarding the plaqued homes, a narrative and picture. There will be
4 Membership meetings in 1999 as follows:
March 21 Grand Forks Restoration Trip
June 13 Batavia Main Street Program
September 19 To be announced
December 5 Acorn Coffee Shop(A Band)
We thank those who have participated in the activities this past year and believe that 1999 will be a
very progressive year for your Society. As the days go by, history is being made each day. It is
important that this history not be lost. It is important that yesterday not be lost. A society that
wants to build the future must know its past, its real past, as it was.
We hope this has informed you as to how your Society is working to accomplish the purposes for which it
was established. If you have any friends or neighbors who are not members, Jerry Harris has application
blanks which you can give to them.
Thank you and have a happy holiday season
Richard A. Benson
Vice-President.

HIGHLIGHTS

General

Meeting

December 6, 1998
- The nominating Committee, consisting of Georgene Kauth,
Ollie Wolcott, and Gladys Larson presented a slate of officers
as follows:
President - Bert Johnson; Recording Secretary Kathryn Fairbairn; Treasurer - Jerry Harris; Trustees - Alma
Karas, and Marilyn Robinson,
They were elected by unanimous
vote.
Vice-President
Richard Benson presented a year-end report of the
activities of the Society.
Future meetings were announced as follows:
Sunday, March 21,
1999, "Grand Forks Restoration Trip;" June 13, "Batavia Main
Street Program;" and September 19, topic to be announced
later.

Board of Directors

Meetings

October 8, 1998
- Jerry Harris reported there are 360 members of the Society.
The following committees were established:
Public Relations,
Membership, Finance, Museum Store, Plaquing, and Program with
subcommittees--Special
Events and Heritage Roundtable.
Approval was given to lease space in the lowe~ley~I_Q~~§wton
House for $50.00 per month for a one-year period.
December 8, 1998
- Plaque was approved for the Buttrey Wolfe office building on
First Street.
- Approval was given to publish a manuscript written by Robert
Barnes, entitled Christopher Pavne, 1786-1871, American Pioneer,
A summary of his life and times.
The manuscript will be
available for sale by the Society under generous terms set forth
by Mr. Barnes .
.A Heritage Roundtable on memories of experiences in the Batavia
Schools prior to 1970 will be held on January 19, at 2:00 p.m.
- Proposed new By-Laws were discussed.
No action was taken at
this time.
The By-Laws will be presented to the entire
membership for consideration and action sometime in the future.

Batavia Historical Society
Income Statement
Fiscal Years Ended September 30,1997

and 1998
199721,810.00
1998
511.00
10.00
678.60
378,49
642.71
300.00
0.00
282.24
95.00
340.69
71.00
236.29
548.19
702.00
000
000
75785
$2,474.87
2,72800
1,134.25
2,662.50
1,68605
$356.27
$;3Q.6J£J.28
m94225
$7,37503
$8,28;334
11,05563
2,623.05
~619.28
$20,65891
20-760
73

General Fund
35.50
60.00
546.72
0.00
0.00
460.51
404.93
0.00
377.25
908.00
946.93
0.00
619,49
392.70
25.00
Revenue:
$4
935
72
$7,589,46
1,316.85
2,078.00
1,025.00
-~~
$16,03080
1,459.35
2,177.95
8,012.00
$7,435.72
$2,500.00
General Fund
Interest Income
$2,575.70
Dues
$1,212.88
$2,500.00
AssetsDonations Unrestricted
$6,385.72
Donations for Newsletter
Book Sales
John G. H. B. Sales
Windmill Sale
Museum Sales
Gazebo Print Sales
Total Revenue

133,817.25
12,432.92
12,40680
36,825.66
2QV69.6Q
6,806.97

Expense:
Security System Monitor
Security System Cost
Postage
Meeting Expense
Newsletter Expense
Insurance
Display Material
Museum Display Repairs
Books & Material for Sale
Miscellaneous Expense
Cost of Prints Sold
Cost of Prints Expense
John G. H. B. Expense
Windmill Trade Fair
Total Expense
Change in Fund Balance
Special Fund
Revenue:
Special Fund Interest Income
,~. Dooations Restricted
Memorials
Bequests
Total Revenue
Expense:
Restoration of VanNortwick Music Box
Total Expense
Change in Fund Balance
Unaudited Balance Sheet September

30, 1998

Current Assets:
Checking Account
Money Fund
Certificates of Deposit
Vanguard Mutual Fund
John G. H. B. Books
Total Current Assets
Equity
Equity:
General Fund
37,911.33
8,283.34

October 1, 1997
Increase for year
September 30, 1998
Special Projects Fund
October 1, 1997
Increase for year
September 30, 1998

46,19467

)

125,475.65
30,619.28
156,09493

Total Equity
The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis and are subject to adjustment upon completion
of the annual audit.

Our Library over the Years
,~

~

for 281, against 138; Women, for 212,
against41." One cannot help wondering why the votes of men and women
were tabulated separately
-- and
speculating whether the vote showed
that women cared more than men
about the cultural opportunities that a
library afforded. Or, could it be, that
men were more concerned about
what the $8,000 in bonds would do to
their property taxes?
In any event, the new library was
opened to the public in November,
1921. And where was it located? Next
door, in the former home of Don Carlos
Newton. Apparently there was more
to the acquisition than the $8,000
raised in the bond issue. On January
4, 1923, the Herald reported that "a
trade was made with one of the Newton heirs [in connection with the move]
to the present spacious quarters." As
far as we know, the details of the entire transaction are, as the saying
goes, "lost in the mists of time."
Batavia now had a new library that
would serve it well for the next sixty
years. And, the Herald proudly reported, "This magnificent structure is
owned and paid for by the Township
of Batavia and is not a gift from
Carnegie or any other millionaire, with
a lot of 'strings' tied to it." Pride is fine
(especially after the fact), but it occurs
to us that some Batavians, especially
the large number of men who voted
against the bond issue, might have
been willing to accept a library as a
gift, "strings" and all.
Following demolition of the former
library, a headline read: "WEST WILSON STREET OPENED TO PUBLIC
AFTER BEING CLOSED OVER 50

YEARS." As an aside it is interesting
to note that, according to an announcement,
"the parkway will be
used for ordinary traffic only and
heavy trucks will not be allowed the
use of the new street for the present."
We wonder how long that lasted.
Probably during Cassie Stevens'
tenure as librarian (1911 to 1938), her
sister Clara was in charge of an east
side branch. According to our Historian, Bill Wood, this branch was initially located in the basement of the
DuFour/Peckworth
house at 114
North Washington Street, which had
a walk-in entrance on the south side.
Some time between 1940 and 1942,
it had moved to a frame two-story
building on the East Wilson Street hill,
next to Pinoke's Men's Wear store.
When it was closed in 1955-56, the
branch librarian, Harriet Chamberlain,
transferred to the main library.
The next main library move, in 1981,
was to the present building on the corner of Wilson and Lincoln streets,
where it has operated for the last seventeen years -- and will continue to do
so until the planned and recently approved library, greatly enlarged, will
return to Batavia Avenue, occupying
the site of the former junior (and before that the senior) high school.
As Campbell noted, librarians have,
for the most part, found steady employment in their jobs. In the 125 years
since 1873, there have been only
seven. Following Buck and Twining
Cassie Stevens served from 1911 to
1938. Miriam Johnson, succeeding
Stevens, was the librarian, beloved by
all, until 1973 -- 35 years! After Jane
G ray Morning's two-year tenure, Sally

Library (former D.C. Newton home) 1921-1981
"'The Bata'viCi:Historiah"
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Continued from p. 4

Bast served from 1975 until 1991,
when she was succeeded
by the
present librarian, Margot Cooper.
Wherever it is located, whatever
changes will be made, and whoever
is in charge, Batavians can look forward in the years ahead to the same
high level of service that our library
has provided for the past 138 years.

Membership

and Other Matters
Since the last issue, Batavia Enterprises, Inc., Mr. and Mrs. D. Kintop
and Sally L. Trekell of Batavia and Mr.
and Mrs. R. Issei of Pine Lakes Country Club in North F1. Myers, FL have
become Life Members. Other new
members (all from Batavia unless otherwise indicated) include Elizabeth
Arter (Westminster,
CA), Loraine
Baxter (Geneva), Batavia Mainstreet,
Inc., Steven and Bridget Christianson,
Barb Douthit, C. John Ekman (Bigfork,
MT), Molly Fenton (Junior Member),
Mr. and Mrs. Robert French, Mr. and
Mrs. D. Fuehring
Family, Ellen
Garlinghouse (Madison, WI), Anne
Gilmore, John and Marsha Habegger,
Mary C. Holman, Kade Corporation,
Dr. Ron Kantor and Dr. Mary Margaret Harrington, Gary and Sammi King,
Mr. and Mrs. R. Kowalewski, Loretta
Larson, Mary and Roger Mullen,
Forrest and Carolyn Nelson, Adam
Nicholson (Junior Member), John and
Dottie Pitz, Donna Rabold, Betty
Scharpenter (S1. Charles), and Dan
and Lori Smith (High Point, NC).
Also since the last issue, the Society has recieved additional memorial
gifts for Don Shielke from Pearl Blass;
Philip Elfstrom; Emergency Services
and Disaster Agency; Jeff Glaser; Mrs.
Greg Issei; Brent and Linnea Logan,
Reini and Carl Wasemiller, and Craig
and Laura Watters (Gurnee, IL); Mrs.
Steve Lusted; Jerald and Jane Meyer
(Orion, IL); Marilyn Robinson; Ralph
and Sara Sickler (Aurora); George
and Eleanor Smith (S1. Charles);
Heather Swanson,
Dan, Tim and
Ashley; and Stan and Diana Zorc.
At its December 8, 1998 meeting,
the Board of Directors approved a
plaque for the building at First and lincoln, now occupied by the Buttrey,
Wolf & Mamminga Insurance Agency.
This was the original
Methodist
church, built in 1852; it was later
owned by the Board of Education and
used as an annex to the McWayne
School.
'Page
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Batavians I Have Known - Alma Hendrickson
by Elliott Lundberg

Alma Hendrickson
was born in
Sweden in 1874 and came to Batavia
with her parents in 1882. Her father
was a tailor and found a job in Aurora
to which he walked every Sunday and
walked home every Saturday. Her
mother stayed home, took care of the
family and also dug the basement for
the house they built.
When Alma first came to Batavia
and did not yet speak English, she
got a job with Miss Fanny Partridge,
who took in teachers as boarders at
her home at the South East corner of
Main and Water Streets. Alma re-

ceived 50 cents per week and learned
one lesson which she never forgot
when she was caught running her finger around the edges of a newly
frosted cake and licking her fingers.
When she grew up she married
Paul Hendrickson, and they had three
children - Richard, Carl and Paul. Her
husband, Paul, died in April of 1901
leaving Alma with two boys 5 and 3
years old and a six-month old baby
who died in 1903.
Alma took in boarders, worked as
a cook and baker and raised her two
sons. She also helped raise her

grandson Paul Hendrickson, as he
lived with her for some time. She be,J
came the cook at the Little Traveler------where she worked for many years.
She also catered the Kiwanis Club
dinners and other gatherings.
My
mother worked for Alma at the Kiwanis
Club during the Depression and we
would wait up for her to come home,
as she brought home some of the leftovers, quite a treat.
Alma died in 1967 at the age of 93,
having been a widow for 66 years and
having spent a very productive life.

How Hubbard's Ethan Allen Gallery Grew
carpet layers; they contracted for that.
Each morning before the store was
opened, the three brothers would
meet over coffee, in later years at
McDonald's. Much of the planning and
many of the decisions took place
there, often recorded on paper napkins. People used to kid them because
they bought only one roll -- and Warren would perform the surgery to divide it into three parts. Warren was
especially good at the financial end,
but the three talked over everything.
No decisions were made without them
all participating.
They added to the store five times.
Ernest Gabrielson put the first addition on -- about 4,000 square feet on
the south side fronting Batavia Avenue. The next two additions were to
the back, with a second story. Then
they bought a house in back, to the
east, and tore it down; this gave the
store a driveway to Water Street. Later
they bought a building owned by
Frank Pierson of the Batavia Dairy

1999 Dues are Due!
Many of you, especially those
who attended the Annual Christmas Party, have paid your dues for
1999. If you have not, please send
them promptly so that we will not
have to send you a postcard notice or remind you with a red dot
on your next issue. The year
shown on your address label is the
one through which your dues have
been paid.
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Company.
Paul said, "You couldn't bargain with
Pierson on price. We asked him about
it, and he told us what he wanted. We
thought it was a bit much, but we
found out there were other people in
the wings ready to jump in, so we
bought it." This building was first used
as a warehouse
and later as the
"lemon" shop. It now houses the
highly successful business interior
operation, which is run separately
from the home furnishings store. With
these additions, the property now
takes in all the space behind the store
down to Water Street except for the
building that houses a small print
shop.
Gradually, after the three brothers
took over, Hubbard's narrowed its selection to furniture, carpeting and window treatments supplied by many different manufacturers, including Ethan
Allen based in Danbury, Connecticut.
In the beginning, Ethan Allen would
only sell them end tables. Later, seeing potential in the area, Ethan Allen
expanded its offering to include a variety of furniture styles, accessories,
carpeting and draperies, and in 1969
Hubbard's made the commitment to
carry exclusively the Ethan Allen line.
The initial order involved several carloads of furniture; they arrived at the
old CB&Q depot on the east side,
which has since been moved and is
now the Depot Museum.
Gone are the days when "shirtsleeved salesmen" sold the furniture.
Hubbard's hired its first interior designer, Ellie Dunlop, in the 1950s. Today there are six designers who help
customers, often with the aid of com-

Continuedfromp.3

puters. Some of them have been employed by Hubbards's for as long as
fifteen or twenty years. Presentation
is the key element of Ethan Allen Galleries, and walking through the store
is like taking a tour of a 45-room mansion.
Initially business came primarily
from Batavia,
Geneva
and St.
Charles, but the market has expanded
greatly over the post-war years. Jim
started keeping track of customers b~~
their zip codes, so they could te"I.J
where their business was coming from
and where to spend their advertising
dollars. The number of zip codes covered had passed 60 when the store
still had one truck and a van. Today,
the separate business interiors operation is multi-state, having done, for
example, offices for Aldi all over the
country.

Another Generation in Charge
A new generation has now taken
over the Hubbard's operation. Ronald,
Jim's son, joined the firm in 1972 after
finishing college. Paul's son Robert
came aboard in 1977 after completing college, a few years in the Army,
and five years in Ethan Allen's corporate offices in Danbury. In 1984, Bob
and Ron purchased the corporation.
It seems safe to say that Batavia
will continue to have a Hubbard's as
we pass the millenium -- and beyond.
As discussed in "The United Methodist
Church" in the January, 1997, issue and
"1912 State Champions -- and More" in the
April, 1998, issue, this was the gymnasium
in which Batavia's 1912 state champion bas
ketball team played. After the constructio,~
of the new high school, which included a:~
gymnasium, the facility at the Methodist
Church was no longer used.
1
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Fun for All at Annual Meeting
by Richard

The annual meeting of the Batavia
~I\.

Historical 6,Society
heldBethany
on December
1998, was
at the
Lutheran Church. A potluck dinner
was enjoyed by all. About 140 members attended.
Co-president Bert Johnson called
the meeting to order after dinner and
sociability had been enjoyed by all.
The minutes of the last general meeting of the Society were read by
Marilyn Robinson, secretary pro-tem,
and approved by voice vote.
Georgene Kauth, chairperson of the
nominating committee, presented the
following slate of officers and directors for election, to serve for the next
two years:

A. Benson,

Vice President

& Program

J()in ~()Ur r=riend§ and l:2emini§ce
TuesdaY~.Januar-y 1')
On Tuesday, January 19, the Batavia Historical Society will host its first
Heritage Roundtable.
What time? 2 p.m. Where? The Bartholomew Room
in the Civic Center.
What Is the Heritage Roundtable?
.
It is a gathering of persons interested in reminiscing about the topic of the
day -- one that relates to some aspect of Batavia's history. Anyone who wishes
is invited. The topic for our first meeting will be "Batavia Schools before 1970."
Topics of later meetings will depend largely on suggestions from attendees.
What Will Be the Structure of the Meeting?
The meeting will be loosely structured. There will be a moderator, and we
will ask a few people to kick off the discussion by relating their experiences.
From that point, the meeting will be open to stories -- classes, teachers, classmates, etc. -- or questions by those in attendance. It might be characterized
as a loose but focused bull session.
How Often Will We Have These Meetings?
That depends on you. You might call this first meeting an experiment. If
there is sufficient interest and attendance and enough topics suggested we
can have one every two or three months.
Why Are They Scheduled in the Afternoon?
We think these Heritage Roundtables will be of primary interest to seniors,
many of whom no longer work and prefer meetings during the day, especially
in bad weather or during the winter. We plan to make transportation available
for those who would otherwise be unable to attend. We will cover this in the
mail announcement you will receive.
Will a Record Be Made of the Meeting?
We plan to tape the meetings so that a transcript can be made for the
Society's archives. Although we are primarily interested in providing informative entertainment for our members and anyone else who wishes to attend,
an important by-product will be a permanent record of recollections about
matters discussed.
The Batavia H!stor.ian"

Chairman

Co-presidents Bert and Ruth Johnson
Treasurer
Jerry Harris
Secretary
Kathryn Fairbairn
Director
Marilyn Robinson
Director
Alma Karas
All were duly elected to serve. Richard Benson, vice-president and program chairman; Georgene Kauth, corresponding secretary; and directors
Carole Dunn, Tim Mair and William J.
Wood have one year remaining on
their terms of office.
Co-president Johnson related that
William Hall would be retiring as a director at the end of 1998, with Alma
Karas replacing him in that capacity.
Bill has also served as editor of the
Batavia Historian and has done an

excellent job in seeing that an interesting and informative issue comes
out four times each year. He will continue in that capacity. The Society expresses gratitude to Bill for a job well
done.
Vice-president Benson presented
the Annual Report, relating the activities of the Society during the past year
and plans for the future.
The entertainment for the evening
was "An Organ Christmas Sampler"
by Karl Bruhn on the newly renovated
and expanded organ at Bethany
Lutheran Church. He described the
features of the Aeolian-Skinner organ,
how it was acquired in 1953, and the
basics of how the organ operates. He
favored the Society with Christmas
numbers demonstrating the various
features of the organ.

A Batavia Alderman's
Badge in Texas
by William

J. Wood

As many of you know, the Society's Historian, Bill Wood, handles many requests
from those seeking genealogical or other
information from Batavia's past. And, as
some may know, he records in a weekly
bulletin what has happened to him during
the course of that week. Here is an interesting excerpt from a recent bulletin, exactly as Bill noted it.

•••••••••••

A retired lawman in California collecting police badges and shoulder
patches bought (in Texas!) a policestyle badge (star) reading "Alderman,
City of Batavia, 1926-1932" and engraved with the name "Edouard
Coreay" on the back. He sent photocopies to the Batavia Police Department; they passed it on to the Mayor,
who said, "I have a job for you," as
he passed it on to me. Both he and I
recognized the name immediately -E.C., of Spanish heritage, born in
England in 1879, came to Batavia in
1910 to work for the Appleton Windmill Company as cost accountant/designing engineer/superintendent
-retired in 1933. Served several terms
as alderman; president of Batavia
Savings and Building for 20 years. He
lived in my block until his death in
1965. No children, no relatives other
than a nephew in Batavia -- how did
the badge wind up in Texas? If only it
could talk!
,,~.
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Batavia Historical Society :M:embership
1999
Name
Address

_

City

o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o

State

_

Zip

Dues Structure:
Individual
Joint/Family
Junior

$5.00

Mail to:

$10.00

Treasurer

$1,00

Classroom

$5.00

Life (each)

$75.00

Life (family)
Business or Institution

$125.00

Business or Institution Life

$100.00

Batavia Historical Society
P.o. Box 14
Batavia, Illinois 60510

$10.00

o

This membership is being given as a gift

Prompt payment of dues is appreciated!
• You may put your name, address, and membership category on

a separate sheet if you do not want to clip the above form.

• If you would like to give a membership as a gift, send the above information and dues to the Society and indicate in the box
above that it is to be a gift. The gift membership card will be mailed to you so that you may enclose it with a personal card or note.

~

II!H epe:::> :lOP;:)l!cr rnn;:)snw
neH 'cr rnem!M. :101!P3
p00M. 'f rnem!M. :uep01s!H
p00M. 'f rnem!M.
UOSU!qo~ uAlpeW
l!ew rn!~
SelB)! ernlV
uuncr ;:)101e:::>
s.mp<J.I!U

{nne)!

;:)U;:)810;:)O

s!lleH Au;:)f :l;:)lnse;:)l~
:AJe1;:)1:J;:)S8u!puods;:)1l0:::>

W!eq1!etI uA:.nne)! :AJe1;:)1:J;:)S8U!P10:J;:)~
uosu;:)H 'V p1mp!~
:ueuu!eq:::> rne1801d W 'd'A
uosmyof q1n~ pue u;:)H :s1U;:)P!S;:)ld-o:::>
S.I<J;)!lJO

p{})s,mb{}'8.

UOJJ:J{}.l.lO:J SS{}.lPPV

~6G 'ON .LIV'H::l3d
o ~90911 '\f1J\"if.L"if8

CIVd
38"if.LSOd·s·n
'8~O .L1::IO~d-NON

01~09 S!ou!1II
171 xOH

'B!AB~BH

'O'd

A}apOS le;)!.I0}S!H e!Ae}eg
~

The Datavia Historian
CBatavia%st 0rica[ Society
P. O. CBoJ(14
CBatavia) J[finois

Vol. 40. No ..2

,>

_

60510

.•

April, 1999

The Bridges of Batavia
A 1926 newspaper article stated: "Since Batavia is growing ... we need another bridge. It should be located either at the south or
north edge of the city. The large amount of traffic now across the Wilson St. Bridge is proof of the fact ... The matter should be
agitated." 1
.
And now, 73 years later, the matter is still being agitated. Batavia has a problem that is familiar to any town that straddles a river:
Bridges can be a bottleneck. As anyone who has tried to get from one side of Batavia to the other during rush hours knows, the traffic
tie-ups are becoming increasingly frustrating. Further, as Mayor Schielke has been stressing, the present bridge over the Fox River,
built in 1911, has deteriorated badly and will need to be rebuilt within a very few years. This, he points out, calls for a second bridge
since it will be impractical to use the existing one during its rebuilding. So, there is ample reason for agitation.
All this and the fact that a new bicycle bridge has just been built between the foot of State Street on the east side of the Fox River
and the municipal parking lot at Houston Street on the west have brought the subject of bridges to the forefront, leading us to think
that a look at the history of our bridges would be timely
perhaps not the page-turner that The Bridges of Madison County was a few
years ago, but still interesting. 2
n

As our older readers know, through
most of its history Batavia had two
bridges over the Fox River. The course
of the Fox River shown in the aerial
view of central Batavia, taken about
1940, was much the same as it had
been one hundred years earlier, and
it remained
unchanged
until the
1960s. The present municipal center,
the old post office, the buildings along
Shumway Avenue, and the east half
of Swanson True Value Hardware
were actually on an island in the Fox
River, with the west channel of the
river, known as the pond, to their west.
Until the early 1960s when the pond
was filled from First Street to Houston
Street,
providing
the land that
MacDonald's, part of the Harris Bank,
and part of the Batavia Shopping
Plaza now occupy, two bridges were
required. The main one, always located at the site of our present bridge,
'crossed the east, or main, channel of
,-"the river. The other bridge crossed the
pond.
Continued on p. 2

CENTRAL BATAVIA cir 1940
1. Appleton Manufacturing (present City Hall); 2. Old City Hall; 3. East Side Bridge; 4. West
Side Bridge; 5. Site of present Batavia Plaza shopping center; 6. Site of present McDonald's
and Harris Bank

The Bridges
of Batavia Continuedfrom p. 1
----------~.
At the same time (1857), according to John Gustafson's original Historic Batavia, there was "construction ~of the embankment for a roadway to
be a part of West Wilson Street leading up to the new east side bridge." It
is probable that what was called an
embankment, which we can see in a
1869 bird's eye view, was an earthen
causeway across the pond, with one
or more culverts to permit the flow of
water from the north end of the pond
to the south. There is no information
available on what, if anything, was
there before the embankment, but we
cannot help thinking that some means
of crossing the pond, other than going down to First Street, which crossed

West Side Bridge from site of Harris Bank, 1902.
The first east side bridge was built in
1837. Paid for by subscription, not by
taxes, the wooden structure was built
by Howard Brothers of St. Charles.
Because the piles could not be driven
deeply into the stone underlying the
bed of the river, this bridge, like many
of the earlier bridges along the Fox
River, was washed out during the first
strong spring flood, and it was re_placed.inJ
844 by a limestone bridge. __
We do not know whether this bridge's
foundation went any deeper than the
wooden bridge's, but we do know that
it did not long survive the recurring
spring floods.
A year earlier in 1843, Joel McKee,
his brother-in-law James Risk, James
Latham and a few others built a bridge
from the north end of the island to the
west bank, and a foot bridge was built
across the dam to the east river bank
near Lathem Street. (It is possible,
even likely, that the street was named
after James Latham, but the difference
in spelling is unexplained.) These, too,

suffered from spring floods, but the
dates of their destruction and rebuilding are not known. We can see a
bridge from the north end of the island to the west bank in a 1869 bird's
eye view; however neither it (or successors) nor a foot bridge across the
dam has existed within the memory
of present-day residents.
After part of the 1844 east side
bridge_was _washed_away,_another __
bridge of stone was built in 1857 -one with six arches, wooden railings
and plank walk that was the pride of
Batavia. People thought that they now
had a bridge, built at a cost of $9,000,
that no spring freshet would budge,
but they were proved wrong that very
year when part of it was destroyed by
a gigantic ice jam. It was reconstructed
immediately and lasted until 1911,
when the present bridge replaced it.

the pond's outl~t into a m~1Irace, must
have been a~allable e~rher ...
The pond s early history IS, Itself,
rather obscure. Und?ubte~ly a west
channel of t~e Fox ~Iver eXisted fro~
when Batavia was first settled .• but It
was probably small and SlUggiSh. As
John Gustafson wrote in a column,
"The Batavia Historian," in 1960, "the
late Frank Smith said that the pond
was originally. a slough. When this was
cleared out as a reservoir for water.€
power for the paper mill [probably inV
the 1850s], his father, E.S. Smith, built
the terraces back of their home with
the excavations." His home was on the
site of the former Avenue Motors building on the southeast corner of Batavia
Avenue and Houston Street. In any
event, in 1876 a West Wilson Street
bridge was built across the pond, to
.
Contmuedon p. 3

The Batavia Historian, recipientof the illinois State Historical Society's 1997
AwardforSuperiorAchievement,is publishedquarterlybythe BataviaHistorical
Society.Theeditor,BillHall,willwelcome
anysuggestionsor material-- 630-8792033.

TheDepotMuseum,a cooperativeeffort
of the Societyandthe BataviaParkDistrict, is openfrom 2 to 4 p.m.,Monday,
Wednesday,Friday,Saturday,and Sundayfrom MarchthroughNovember.The
director,CarlaHill,canbereachedat630879-5235.

East Side Bridge prior to 1911
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replace the embankment.
In 1911, the old stone bridge, which
had served Batavia for over half a
century, was condemned. As the February 9, 1911, Batavia Herald said, "It
is not safe to let it stand longer than
this winter without extensive repairs.
.. estimated to cost at least $6,000."
While it was being torn down, stone
by stone, and the new bridge was
being built, a temporary
wooden
bridge served the East Wilson Street
traffic. The city council found it necessary to enact an ordinance regulating
speed on the temporary
bridge.
Weight was limited to five tons, and
the ordinance further stated that it was
unlawful to stop or stand so as to
cause "congestion of traffic." On July

---Depot

Continued from p. 2

6, the Herald issued a warning: "Mayor
Geiss and City Marshall Monahan
served another and final notice on the
general public that all fast driving of
teams, single rigs, automobiles and
motorcycles must be stopped on the
temporary wooden bridge," with a
penalty for any violations.
The present three-arched, concrete
bridge, was built at a cost of $30,500.
The contractor was C.J. Ekman of
Batavia, who sublet the project to the
McCarthy Construction Co. Upon its
completion, the December 13, 1911,
Herald reported: "Mayor Geiss and the
State officials were the first pedestrians to walk across the new bridge,
and the honor of the first vehicle which
crossed the new bridge after it had

mU/eumto EHpand
---

Major State Grant Makes Project Feasible

'-'"

As many of you have probably read
in the newspapers, the State of Illinois
recently approved a one-for-two grant,
up to $50,000, for the expansion of
the Depot Museum to provide space
and facilities for research and education. This grant is contingent on the
raising of $100,000
from public
sources to cover the estimated
$150,000 cost of the project. Our society and the Batavia Park District,
which owns the museum, have each
agreed to provide $50,000 to meet this
requirement. Our funding will come
from our special project fund, which
we have maintained for just such purposes.
The Depot Museum has been in
sore need of expansion -- to provide
research space and facilities, to display more of our artifacts, and to store
items not in current use. Meeting this
need has been the primary focus of
the society's long-range
planning
committee, which has been meeting
with Park District representatives during the last year to consider possible
solutions.
The Park District had obtained architects' proposals for the addition of
1,200 square feet of research and
education space extending east from
the lower level of the museum. The
architects confirmed that this could be
accomplished without impairing the
historic integrity of the building. The
State's invitation for proposals from

;'-'"" ~Imuseums
the first required
year of aa multiyear grant for
program
very
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prompt response, which was possible
only because we already had the architects' proposals, with estimated
costs.
Our society and the Park District
have appointed a joint committee to
make any decisions that are required
and to monitor the progress of the
project. As its first step, the committee selected S1. Charles architect
Michael Dixon to design and oversee
the expansion. Dixon is widely known
and respected in the field of historic
preservation; among his projects in
this area are the addition to the United
Methodist Church in Batavia and the
renovation of the Sandwich Opera
House. His preliminary drawings for
the Depot Museum expansion were
displayed at the society's March 21
general meeting.
The long-range planning committee
has also been working on two possibilities for additional display space.
The plans for the new Batavia Library
provide space for displays and other
material
involving the history of
Batavia and the adjacent area. The
committee has met with library officials, who have indicated that they
would welcome the society's participation in designing and furnishing this
space. In addition, the committee has
been holding discussions with the
owners of a project, still in the preliminary planning stage, who have expressed an interest in making display
space available to the society.

been officially opened goes to the
American Express company."
Even the most modern structures,
however, suffer from changing needs
and the passage of time. By 1957 with
the growth of the city, the bridge had
become a bottleneck on the city's only
river-crossing street, and it was widened from 42 feet to 48 feet.
In the early 1960s, the pond was
filled in from Houston Street to First
Street, making land available for development in downtown Batavia. The
filling had commenced, with the parcel on which the Batavia Shopping
Plaza stands already completed,
when the old livery stable across the
street, situated where the downtown
Harris Bank now stands, caught fire.
Heat from the fire partially destroyed
the abandoned railroad depot to the
west (already scheduled for demolition), and with this the remaining portion of the pond between Wilson and
Houston was ready to be filled. The
material required to accomplish this
came from a quarry in North Aurora.
The old West Wilson Street bridge did
not need to be demolished since it
was covered by the fill. Until the last
repaving of Wilson downtown, Bill
Wood tells us, the bump where the old
bridge was -- or rather is -- could still
be detected.
The year 1984 marked the 100th
birthday of Monsignor William J.
Donovan, beloved by Batavians of all
faiths (see "Batavians I Have Known"
in this issue). To mark the event, the
city council renamed the Wilson Street
Bridge
the Monsignor
William
Donovan Bridge. We assume that this
name will be perpetuated in the renovated bridge that we hope to see,
along with a second bridge, in the next
few years.

Reported in Jim Hanson's "Paving n
and Repaving -- Batavia Streets" in the
April, 1997, Historian.
2 Much of the information
in this story
has come from Little Town in a Big
Woods by Marilyn Robinson and John
Gustafson's Historic Batavia by Marilyn
Robinson and Jeffery D. Schielke. Both
are available for purchase at the Depot
Museum and the Batavia Park District.
In addition, Marilyn Robinson provided
newspaper clippings and pictures from
her files, and our Historian, Bill Wood,
provided a needed perspective with a
walking tour around the perimeter of the
former pond.
1
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A SWEDISH'" AMERICAN HERITAGE
An Extract from the History of
The John Peter Peterson - Justina Amalia Anderson Family
Anyone who moves to Batavia soon discovers the complex inter-family relationships of our many citizens of Swedish descent. Indeed one who makes disparaging
comments about anyone in the community risks offending some listener who turns
out to be a relative. That becomes readily apparent to anyone fortunate enough to
read the history of his family that member James Edward ("Ed") Peterson has compiled. The following story touches on some of the highlights of that history.
Those of our readers with a Swedish heritage will find the full story (approximately
70 pages), which is available for research at the Depot Museum, particularly interesting. Those with a bent for genealogy will be impressed with the fruits of Ed's
labors, And we hope that reading this will lead readers to furnish their family histories
to the Depot Museum, where Marilyn Robinson is developing a data base for this
important part of our history. Perhaps yours will not be as elaborate as Ed's (few are),
but even a generation or two of family history will be gladly received.

On May 20, 1896, John Peter
Peterson married Justine Amalia
Anderson of Batavia at her home. This
union, which produced six children, of
whom Ed Peterson was the youngest,
is the nexus, the connecting point, of
this story. From here, we can look both
backward and ahead.
John's son, member Ed Peterson,
has traced his Peterson ancestors, all
originally from Sweden, back as far
as 1698. The results of his genealogical search of his Anderson forbears
extends back to 1793. A mere glance
through successive generations of
both families with such names as
Nilsson, Jonsdotter,
Arvidsdotter,
Stephanson, Bengtsson and Torstensdotter is fascinating. Knowing, however, how difficult it is to trace ancestry where surnames
remain unchanged, we can hardly imagine the
problems under the patrynomic system when surnames changed each
generation. This system had become
unfashionable by the second half of
the 1800s, when many families
adopted "frozen" or permanent family
surnames.

The Peterson Line
John (born Johan Petter) was born
October 2, 1866, at the parish of
Kungsater, Hepsborg or Elfsborg Lan,
West Gotland, Sweden, to Gustaf
Peterson and Edla Britta Jonsdotter.
Gustav Peterson, born September 19,
1835, at Solberga, married Edla Britta
Jonsdotter on June 16, 1860. She was
born August 15, 1837, at Kungsater.
Besides John, the marriage of Gustav
Peterson and Edla Britta Jonsdotter
produced three children who lived to
maturity: Elemina (1862), Augusta
(1864) and Gerda Emelia (1879).
Page 4 .
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Daughter Augusta married August Swanson, who was born in 1858, also '---Jat Elfsborg Lan Kungsater. He was
employed first at the Barker Quarry
and later with the City of Batavia.
Member Marilyn Phelps is a granddaughter of August and Augusta
Swanson.
The third daughter, Gerda Emilia,
began teaching piano at the early age
of sixteen and played the organ at
Bethany Lutheran Church for over fifty
years. In 1973 at age 94, she died at
the Four Seasons Rest Home in Aurora.

The Anderson Line

Gustaf Peterson, blacksmith, Batavia.
Born in Solberga, Sweden Sept. 19, 1835

In 1883 at the age of 48, Gustav
came to the United States from Sweden with his wife, Edla Britta, and their
four children, settling on Water Street
in Batavia. Having learned the blacksmith trade in Sweden,
Gustav
opened a blacksmith shop on the east
side of Batavia Avenue, about midway
between First Street and Main Street.
In 1897 he moved the business into a
building at the rear of his home at 14
South Jackson Street, and his son,
John, worked with him until 1904.
Edla Britta died in 1912, and from
that time until his death in 1925
Gustav and his daughter
Gerda
shared the home on South Jackson
Street. He retired from his blacksmith
work a year prior to his death.
Daughter Elemina married farmer
John B. Anderson (also born in Sweden) and lived at 29 Commercial (now
North Harrison) Street until her death
in 1941. Among their six children was
Victor, the father of member Clifford
Anderson, both of whom ran a hardware store in Batavia for many years.

Unlike John Peterson, Justina
Amalia ("Molly") Anderson, his wife,
was born in the United States (in the
"Irish patch" of east Batavia), to Andrew (born Anders) Isaakson Anderson and his wife, Anna Stina
Andersdotter in 1875.
Andrew, the son of a farmer and
shoemaker, Isak Anderson, and his
wife, Johanna Katarina Pettersdotter,
first married
Karolina
Gustava
Johansdotter
in Ryet, Sweden, in
1860; Karolina died seven years later,leaving him with a daughter, Emelie "-.V
Charlotta. Later in 1867 Andrew married Anna Stina Andersdotter
at
Olmevalla. She was the daughter of
Andreas Olsson and his wife, Anna
Lena. They had two children in Sweden, John Alfred (1868) and Hilma
Karolina (1873), before emigrating to
America in 1873. After a few months
in Quebec, they came to Batavia and
Continued on p. 7

Andrew Isak Anderson, tailor, Batavia.
Born in Olmevalla, Sweden Oct. 24, 1837. \....L/
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A History of Batavia's Immanuel Lutheran Church
Except for the "Afterward," the following history is abridged from the church's
1982 100th anniversary booklet, A Century of Grace - An Eternity of Glory,
with no changes of wording except as indicated by brackets. Because of
space limitations, occasional sentences and a number of paragraphs have
been omitted. Anyone who wishes to read the complete booklet may arrange
to do so at the Depot Museum or, we are sure, at Immanuel Lutheran Church.
The information in the "Afterward" comes from a brief history issued by the
church in 1998.

It took 20 years [after the founding
of Batavia] before the first German
and nominally Lutheran service was
held in Batavia. Records show that the
Rev. Ernest Buhre came to Batavia
from Aurora in 1854 to conduct the
first service in a home.
The Charles Hense family moved
to Batavia in 1855. Pastor Buhre baptized two of their children and performed the marriage of one girl, Mrs.
Dora Berberich. Mrs. Berberich continued to be a member
of the
Immanuel congregation
until her
death in 1935 at the age of 91 years.
A number of our [members at the time
of the 100th anniversary in 1982] are
descendants of the Charles Hense
family. Family names of other children
baptized from 1856 to 1862 by Pastor
Buhre included Pipping, Schimmel~pfennig,
Geist, Brandenburg
and
Wilke.
When Pastor Buhre left Aurora in
1862, Pastor Baumstark served the
German Lutherans in Batavia for two
years. He baptized one child, Caroline
Wilke, a sister of Mrs. Elizabeth
Hohenstein, who also was a life-long
member of Immanuel.
Many German families arrived in
Batavia in the 1860s. These included
the K. Leipolds, the C. Schultzes, the
K. Pammlers and the C. Biehfelds.
After Pastor Baumstark left, the Rev.
John Strieter became pastor of St.
Paul's Lutheran Church, Aurora, and
served the German Lutherans
in
Batavia. He baptized seven children
and buried one girl in Batavia, records
show.
As the number
of German
Lutherans grew, it was not possible to
have a service in a home, so they were
held on the third floor of [what is the
former First Chicago bank at Wilson
Street and River Street], in the old
Baptist church and in the Christian
~Church
[now Kon Printing, on East
Wilson Street].
~t'~

Istorian

Pastor Feiertag [who arrived
in Aurora in 1869] took advantage of having the railroad
from Aurora to Batavia. He had
parishioners from St. Paul's Lutheran
church pump him to Batavia on a hand
car whenever the weather was good.
Imagine having your pastor arrive and
step from the open hand car with his
white collar and dark hat, Bible in
hand. Yet, for the people of Immanuel,
it was a chance to have more frequent
pastoral visits. When the weather was
bad, members of St. Paul's or the
Batavia German Lutherans would
drive the pastor to and from Aurora in
a horse and buggy.
New names that appeared
on
church records in the 1870s were C.
Strobel, F. Eicksmann, F. Schuldt, C.
Miller, F. Nurnberg, C. Groener and W.
Schultz.
Pastor Walter Krebs succeeded
Pastor Feiertag in Aurora in 1879. He
would be the pastor who guided the
Batavia Lutherans in organizing as
"The First German
Evangelical
Lutheran Immanual Congregation of
Batavia in the State of Illinois." This
momentous decision came on Oct. 12,
1882. Certainly, those organizing men
must have felt uncertain about their
ability to maintain a church organization, but we can imagine that the Holy
Spirit overcame their earthly fears and
gave them faith to proceed. Those who
signed the constitution were Pastorw.
Krebs, W. Wilke, F.Schuldt, C. Leipold,
F. Nurnberg, W. Schultz, H. Koepke,
H. Wilke, H. Bullinger, C. Miller, C.
Strobel, C. Groener and F. Pahnke.
Pastor Krebs was also instrumental in the erection of Immanuel's first
church building. The lot where the
[sanctuary
until 1986 stood on
Webster Street] was purchased in
1887. On Sept. 2, 1888, the cornerstone of the first church was laid. Pastor Feiertag returned to give the sermon, and the members joined in joy

Immanuel Lutheran Church 1961

and thanksgiving.
That first small
church cost $1 ,289.76.
Pastor Fricke [who became the part
time pastor in 1894] was a busy pastor. He taught parochial school in West
Chicago and preached there on Sunday mornings, then journeyed
to
Batavia to preach in Batavia in the
afternoon. Under Pastor Fricke's guidance several things were accomplished: Quarterly voters meetings
were held, the church interior was
decorated and the building was first
insured in 1894. In 1895, Immanuel
Lutheran joined the Missouri Synod.
In 1900, it was a new century. While
the world celebrated,
Immanuel
adopted a new custom n letting men
and women sit together in church.
Until this time, men sat on one side of
the church, women on the other.
Immanuel Lutheran still did not have
a resident pastor. That was not to happen for two more years n in 1902
when Pastor Fricke was called to Aurora. That was the year the voters decided the time had come when
Immanuel could afford its own resident
pastor. They called Pastor Burkhardt
and asked him also to teach a parochial school.
Pastor F.G. Miessler [who was
called shortly thereafter] also served
a new mission that had begun at St.
Charles. He preached there every two
weeks. It is interesting to note that the
mission grew into St. Mark's Lutheran
Church.
Batavia [by 1912] was becoming a
prosperous community. Its windmills,
manufactured in two large plants'on
the banks of the Fox River, were being shipped around the world. It was
a town of many churches, and a town
Continued on p. 6
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A History of Batavia's Immanuel Lutheran Church
that respected those who worshipped
in them. East Wilson St. seemed to
be concentrated with German names,
and most
attended
Immanuel
Lutheran Church. But the church, itself, was set in the middle of "the
patch," a settlement of Irish who were
members of Holy Cross Catholic
Church. These were the days when
people often lived near the church
they attended and when ethnic differences were still pronounced. Also pronounced were the old East Side-West
Side differences.
Immanuel sent "her boys" to the
War to End All Wars. The service flag
for those years showed one gold star,
signifying the death of a member in
the service of his country. Carl Mier, a
brother of August J. Mier, was killed
in action in France. Augie Mier was
wounded. Others who went from
Immanuel included Henry Wilke, Emil
Kalis, Carl Hohenstein, Alfred Peine,
Erwin Ahrens, John Uberle, Irving
Rekate and Walter Jaschob.
[Despite the obvious patriotism of
the young men of Immanuel Lutheran
and their families, a recent church history points out that "World War I
caused problems for many people of
German background and the congregation deemed it advisable to close
the church school were instruction
was only in German."] In 1918, the
congregation decided to hold more
services in English, including four
English communion services, each
year. Until that time, nearly all services
had been in German. The present
Sunday School also started in 1918,
perhaps in response to the need for
Christian education after the congregation decided to close the parochial
school.
By [1918], Immanuel had joined
other Batavia congregations in a new
program of released time for religious
instruction. The program was proposed
by a Catholic priest, a Lutheran minister and an Episcopalian rector. Together, they approached the Batavia
public school board and asked the
board to designate Thursday as a day
for religious education. Under the plan,
students were released for one hour
each Thursday to go to the church of
their choice for religious instruction.

·Page6

Pastor Molthan, however, was not
content with just that. He taught students in the morning before school,
after school, on Sundays and whenever else he could find time. Some of
our members remember going to religious instruction in the early morning
and being released by Pastor Molthan
just minutes before the Louise White
bell clanged. They raced from Webster
street to the school, just two blocks
away.
By 1922, it was evident that the old
church building was now in need of
extensive repairs. Membership had
increased and the building was too
small to accommodate the many worshipers. The decision for a new building was made March 30, 1924.
Ground was broken on Aug. 10, 1924,
and the cornerstone was laid September 18, 1924.
The building committee included M.
Ahrens, E. Miller, C.F. Hohenstein, F.
Gramse, HA Koepke, H. Haringe,
and J. Jordan. On May 17, 1925, the
new building, our [sanctuary until
1985], was dedicated to the service
of God and His Son, Jesus Christ. The
new church cost $30,000 -- a considerable sum for those days, but one
which the congregation accepted with
faith and thanksgiving.
On Oct. 16, 1932, the congregation
celebrated the Golden Anniversary. It
was a statement of faith. The faith of
those men who had signed the
congregation's charter back in 1882
was tangible that day. The congregation has grown and prospered, led by
the Lord. It had 44 voting members,
200 communicants and 300 souls in
the congregation.
[In 1952], the church was redecorated. A rededication service was held
August 31, 1952. By the end of the
year, Immanuel had 332 communicants and 476 baptized souls in its
congregation.
In 1960, plans for a new educational
wing were approved and construction
started. A drive was started to pay for
this addition. The congregation rejoiced in 1961 when the new educational wing was completed and dedicated.
Immanuel Lutheran entered the
decade of the 1970s with many

Continued from p. 5

changes. For the first time in the
church's history, women were permitted to vote at a voters' meeting. Th~'
constitution was changed to allow ev- ~
ery church member ages 21 and over
to vote.
The Rev. Donald Moll, a pastor from
Nebraska,
accepted the congregation's call in 1977 and was installed
June 26, 1977. Not long after, a long
range planning committee was formed
to discuss the immediate and long
range future of the congregation. In
1978, the long range planning committee hired James Hestrup and Associates of St. Charles to draw plans
that would improve the present
church. The plans were rejected three
times by the congregation. In 1979,
the congregation voted to purchase a
new church site on Hart Road and
Pine Street and to build a new church.
Afterwards
As reported in the 1998 history of
the church, "On Sunday, June 9, 1985,
ground was broken for the present
church at 950 Hart Road ... August
10 was moving day. A very well attended last service was held that day'
at 230 Webster Street, followed by the
moving of the altar and furnishing to
950 Hart Road."
The current history also reports:
"On May 9, 1989, at a special Voters
Meeting, the Voters Assembly approved the beginning of the present
Preschool ... At a special Voters Meeting on March 1, 1992, an eight classroom
addition
was
passed.
Groundbreaking was on October 11,
1992, marking the church's 11Oth anniversary. On Sunday, September 12,
1993, at 4:00 p.m., dedication for the
new educational wing was held ... In
June of 1996, the Voters Assembly
approved the beginning of an elementary school with grades one and two
beginning in the fall of 1996. One
grade would then be added each year
through grade 5. In the fall of 1998,
grade four was added."
At the end of 1998, the growing
congregation
consisted
of 1,019
members, and as of February, 1999,
the number of students in the school
totaled 245.
~
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A SWEDISH'" AMERICAN HERITAGE
initially made their home on the east
side. Three daughters were born in
Batavia: Justina Amalia (1875), Alida
'Josefina (1878) and Clara Olivia
~(1881).
Andrew began work as a tailor's
apprentice at the age of twelve. Having mastered the trade at age eighteen, he worked as a tailor for the rest
of his life. After coming to Batavia, he
was employed for the next eight years
in the tailor shop of A. P.Anderson. He
then formed a partnership with J.E.
Wallen and started business in the
Buck Building at First Street and
Batavia Avenue. After three years,
Andrew became the sole proprietor
and in 1893 moved to the second floor
of the newly built Anderson Building
at the corner of Wilson Street and
Batavia Avenue.
The family moved to 219 (now 527)
First Street, where they lived from
1890 to 1908. They then moved to 31
South Jackson Street, where they
lived at the time of Andrew's death in
1914. Anna Stina continued to live
there until about 1922, when she
moved to 182 Main Street with her son
John Alfred and his second wife, Clara
Randall. Alfred's first wife, Hattie
(daughter of Ander Torsten and Anna
Jermonsen of Sweden), whom he
bakery
~~,llarried
at the rearin of1899,
their operated
home for aa number
of years before her death in 1922.
As reported in the Batavia Herald,
July 21, 1933, "John Alfred Anderson,
Mayor of Batavia for the past two
years, passed away suddenly at his

w~~r~DOI"G

home ... following an illness of just
two days. The Mayor had been on a
two weeks' vacation from his duties at
Mooseheart, where he was in charge
of the barber shop and also Instructor
in Barbering in the Vocational School
and was to return to his duties at the
'Child City' on Monday morning."
In 1895, Andrew's and Anna Stina's
daughter Hilma, who had been born
in Sweden,
married
a Swedish
Lutheran
minister,
John Julius
Younggren, also born in Sweden. She
died in Orlando, Florida, in 1958.
Daughter Alida Josefina, born in
Batavia, married John August Anderson, who farmed north of Elburn for a
number of years. She died in 1926.
Clara Olivia, the other daughter,
married Delbert Metz, who farmed
north of Elburn and the property now
occupied by the Campana building.
She died in 1968.

Peterson/Anderson Family
After arriving in Batavia from Sweden in 1883, John was employed by
the Newton Wagon Works and assisted in the operation of the blacksmith shop his father had begun. In
order to learn the English language,
John studied at the old First Methodist Church building (now the ButtreyWolfe-Mamminga Insurance Agency).
He was naturalized in 1888.
Justina Amalia ("Molly"),
who
graduated from the West Batavia Public (High) School in 1892, attended
Augusta College, receiving a diploma
in the shorthand department of the

~J T~~ mU~~Um?

by Carla Hill, Director

~

The museum re-opened on Monday, March 8. The opening display is "A Century of Batavia Business." Chris Winter did a great job putting this exhibit together.
We will be keeping everyone informed of the exciting addition to the museum
(see separate article) and the date of the ground-breaking ceremony. This spring,
we will also be finishing up the historic plaque project on the Riverwalk.
Chris and I have been working on many projects over the winter break. Chris
has finished the album in the Lincoln Room, which turned out wonderfully. We
have re-done the pictures on the north wall in the main room and have continued
to make changes in the upstairs of the museum.
National Volunteer Week is the week of April 19-23. Each of the museum volunteers will receive a small gift and a heartfelt thank you from the museum. I want to
thank Kathy Fairbairn for her continued work scheduling the monthly volunteers.
It is a very time consuming task and very much appreciated. Anyone who would
like to volunteer at the museum should contact Kathy Fairbairn at 406-9041 .
We look forward to another great year at the museum with many exciting projects!
The Batavia Historian
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business college.
John's and Molly's wedding was
held at her parents' home on May 20,
1896.
In 1904, John bought the "entire set
of blacksmith tools, machinery stock
on hand, old irons, forges, and work
benches"
from blacksmith
Fred
Hanson. At this time, the family of John
and Molly included four children: Edna
Isabel (1897), Ralph Norman (1899),
John Roland (1901) and Mary Evelyn
(1903). They moved that year to
LaFox, Illinois, and lived in the house
at the northeast corner of the intersection of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway tracks and LaFox Road.
The blacksmith shop was located a
short distance south. During the stay
in LaFox, two children were born: Alice
Charlotte (1908) and James Edward
("Ed") (1912).
The family returned to Batavia in
1913 and a year later moved to the
house at 24 South Jefferson Street.
When Molly died in 1916, daughter
Edna, age 19, assumed responsibility, along with her father, for raising the
family.
John became a foreman at the
Emerson-Brantingham
Company,
successor
of the Newton Wagon
Works, and later was employed as a
blacksmith at the Appleton Manufacturing Company in Batavia and the
Howell Foundry in Geneva and later
in St. Charles. He retired from the
Howell Company in 1942 at age 76.
He died in 1952.
John and Molly were devoted members of Bethany Lutheran Church until their deaths. On Christmas morning, it was the practice for many years
to have an early morning service in
Swedish for the older members of the
church. This began at 5:00 a.m. John
told of operating a railroad hand pump
car to come from La Fox to attend this
service. In 1887, only a few years after arriving from Sweden, John had
participated in the laying of the cornerstone of the church in 1887, and
he also took part in laying the new
cornerstone in 1949. With his son Ed,
he watched from his second floor bedroom at 24 South Jefferson Street
when the old steeple was toppled to
make way for the new church building.
Edna Isabel, the eldest daughter
(and source of the list of Swedish nicknames that has appeared from time
to time in the Historian), married Carl
Continued on p. 8
~
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Batavians I Have Known .. Monsignor William J. Donovan
by William

J. Wood

Several times in past months a few
of my friends (none of them of the
Catholic persuasion) commented that
when they saw me wending my way
across the river with my cane they
thought of Msgr. William J. Donovan.
Flattered by the association with an
old and treasured friend, I had to disclaim any connection other than my
cane. I also pointed out that his cane,
even in his 90s, seldom if ever
touched the ground - usually swinging in the air ahead of him as he did
his daily walk.
William Donovan was born in 1884
in Geneseo, New York, on the western edge of the Finger Lakes Region.
Spending his first six years of school
in Rochester,
he moved
to
Canandaigua for the final two years
before enrolling in the Canandaigua
Academy. There he took the four year
Classical Course including Latin,
Greek, Logic and Oratory. Those of
us who knew him well in his later
years could testify that all four of those
courses "really took!" Graduating
from the Academy in 1902, with seminary in his hopes, he worked for four
years to earn money for college.
Graduating from Niagara University
with a B.A. in English, he went on to
the seminary school at Niagara and
was ordained as a priest in 1913. In
those days of a plethora of priests in
New York, he had been recruited by
the Diocese of Rockford on the prairies of Illinois.
His first assignment in the Fox Valley was as assistant at St. Patrick's in
St. Charles for one year. He then
moved down river to Holy Angels in
Aurora where he worked until 1923.
From 1914 to 1919 he also served
as chaplain at Mooseheart until they
were given a resident chaplain.
In 1923 he was loaned to the Diocese of Rochester to teach in the
newly formed Acquinas Institute. In
his last year there, 1928-1929, he was
also Superintendent of Schools for
Rochester Diocese.
Returning to Rockford Diocese in
1929, Father Bill was appointed pastor of Holy Cross in Batavia with the
additional assignment as Superintendent of Schools, Rockford Diocese,
holding that position until 1957. From
1929 on, he was at home in the rectory on East Wilson Street except for
his yearly visits to Upstate New York,
an area he loved all his life. Author
Carl Carmer wrote that "Upstate is a
Country," and Father Bill thoroughly
Page 8

agreed with Carmer. On a trip back in
1933, he received an Honorary LL.D.
degree from Niagara University. He
was further honored in 1945 when the
Vatican appointed him Domestic Prelate with the title of Right Reverend
Monsignor. During his tenure as pastor at Holy Cross he built, in 1960, Holy
Cross School containing seventh and
eight grades.
One of the jobs he had worked to
earn money for college tuition was dining car steward on the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad, where he was
headquartered in Richmond, Virginia.
On returning from a trip, Bill Donovan
became very ill with typhoid. One of
his waiters, a black man, took him to
his home where he and his wife
nursed him until he was well enough
to return to Canandaigua. This presaged his ecumenical attitude so evident in his years in Batavia.
Contrary
to popular
myth, Fr.
Donovan did not establish the Batavia
Church School Program - it was in
place before he came to Batavia. However, his work in that program and his
membership in the Batavia Ministerial
Association brought him many valued
friendships among other pastors. Pastor Gustaf Lund became a very close
friend and after his retirement from
Bethany Lutheran never came back
to Batavia without spending an hour
or two with Msgr. Donovan - often singing him familiar hymns - in Swedish.
After Monsignor's retirement when he
was living in his home on North Prairie Street and doing his own cooking
(which he enjoyed doing), he remarked once that when he got to
Heaven he was going to move in with
the Baptist minister, Rev. Gilbert
Johnstone, and his wife, Helen, so he
and Gilbert could visit while Helen
cooked wonderful meals for them.
Retiring in 1967, Msgr. Donovan
took up residence in a home on North
Prairie owned by the parish. In his retirement announcement
he wrote:
"The sands of time run swiftly. I yield
to another the pastorate I have held
so long ... Each year with you has
become more precious and you, all
of you, have become inexpressively
dear to me ... I wish to remain a member of this parish that I love ... Priests
come and go like all mortal flesh but
Christ remains forever."
On Sunday, July 12, 1987 he
"shuffled off this planet," to use his
own words. Not long before he died,
he wrote: "At peace with God and man

but with longing and expectancy I wait
for the finger of God to beckon to me
to cross the bridge to Heaven." He
died a month short of his 103rd birth';J
day.
It is interesting to note his use of
the word "bridge" in his farewell. He
crossed the physical bridge on Wilson
Street thousands of times; he built
other "bridges" to Batavia congregations and their pastors. It is no coincidence that Mayor Jeffery D. Schielke
proposed to the Batavia City Council
that our downtown bridge be named
for him - The "William J. Donovan
Bridge."

SWEDISH ~AMERICAN
Continued from p. 7

Henry Oleson of Aurora. One of the
Oleson children is member Molly Ann,
married to James E. Hubbard of
Hubbard's
Home Furnishings
in
Batavia. Edna died in 1966.
Ralph Norman, who taught piano
and organ, was the organist at several churches, including the Geneva
Congregational Church for over 25
years. He was married to Svea Victoria
Peterson; they had a daughter, Carol
Giertz of Geneva. Ralph was active in
the
Batavia
community,
library
board.
He died inserving
1975. on th( '-':?JJ
The next son, John Roland was
employed in the Bridge Engineering
Department of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway until his death in
1958. He was reputed to know the location and number of every bridge on
the railroad.
Daughter Mary Evelyn, an accomplished seamstress, married Harold
Markuson of Batavia in 1930. They
had three children: John Harold (married to Constance Ward of Batavia),
Richard Edward (married to Elaine
Zabiak of Chicago) and Julie Marie
(married to Allan Beckstrom of St.
Charles. Mary died in 1976.
Daughter Alice Charlotte married
Dale Whitney Taylor of Grover, Colorado, in 1929. They had two daughters, Gay Jolley, Chamblee, Georgia,
and Molly Christensen, Culver, Oregon. Alice died on her birthday in
1996.
Ed Peterson, who produced the
genealogy from which this story was
taken, married Mary Bailey of Batavia
in 1938. Both are charter members of
the Society and life-long residents of"
Batavia.
\....d/
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We A..-e (7..-()wina -.And ()ther- Member-ship
Since the last issue, the following
lersons (all from Batavia unless othvrwise
noted) have either joined as,
or changed their membership to become, Life Members: Edith Benson,
Mr. and Mrs. Carl F. Carlson (Long
Beach, California), David and Bonnie
Dickenson,
Richard and Sandra
Eckblade, Margaret F. Flinn, Bert and
Ruth Johnson, Dr. and Mrs. J. Terrence
Klopcic (Bel Air, Maryland), Darlene
and Richard Larson (Geneva). Leo
and Ingeborg Martin (St. Charles), the
Robert Ratliff Family, and Linda G.
Schrader (Naperville).
Other new members include: William and Linda Ahlgren, Edythe I.
Anderson
(St. Charles),
Bill and

Help Us Solve
Some
Mail
..
Problems
With each issue, we get copies returned from the post office
because they cannot be delivered. Not-far-profit mailings such
as ours are not forwarded, either
when a member moves permanently or has mail forwarded while
on vacation; instead the post office returns the ones that cannot
be delivered and charges us for
the return. Then, since we want
all members to receive each issue, we attempt to re-mail them
first class. All this results in delayed deliveries and additional
cost and work.
The problem is more pronounced in the winter when members go south and ask to have
their mail forwarded. If you are
one of those, please tell us in advance and we will pull your copy
out and mail it first class. Returns
also result when members move
and do not give us a new address.
We know it is difficult to remember everything during the general
chaos of a move, but we would
appreciate your keeping us in
mind when you are taking care
of your moving details.
-The Batavia Historian
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Heritage Roundtable

Marilyn Berg (St. Charles), Kathleen
Bostick (Richmond, Indiana), Mrs.
Margaret Carter (N. Richland Hills,
Texas). Jean and Wanita Chevalier,
Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Cooper
(Vancouver,
Washington),
Luc
Demortier (New York, New York), Mrs.
Roland Ekman (Perrysburg, Ohio),
Richard E. and Margaret Erickson,
Deb and Mike Ernzen, (Poquoson,
Virginia), Marylu and Jim Ernzen
(Mesa, Arizona), Polly and Richard
Ernzen, Mrs. Ed M. Gladd (Delray
Beach, Florida), Maj. E.J. Gladd (N.
Augusta, South Carolina), Jeffery L.
Glaser Family, Karen Hall, Bob and
Kathy Hubbard,
Daniel Hubbard
(Southlake, Texas), Dick and Barbara
Hubbard, Donald Hubbard, Doug and
Jean Hubbard, Ronald Hubbard, Tom
and Carol Hubbard (Racine, Wisconsin), Mr. and Mrs. Ben Jewison, Leslie
M. Klanes, Tim Lyons, Betty and Bob
Mabbs, George and Frances McGhie,
Paul and Shari Motylinski, Jane M.
Peterson (St. Charles), Bob and Sue
Peterson, Katherine E. Reed, Ray and
Ann Reilly, Virginia Anderson Reinken
(Scottsdale, Arizona), Tom and Nancy
Schmitz,
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel
Shanahan, Heather and Dan, Tim and
Ashley Swanson, and Stan and Diana
Zorc.
We welcome these new members
and look forward to their participation
in the activities of the society.
Also, since the last issue, we appreciate having received donations
from Dr. Brendan Clifford (Leucadia,
California), Kathryn Klose, and Mr.
and Mrs. G. Peck (Melrose, Montana)
and gifts in memory of Don Schielke
from Robert and Marilyn Phelps and
Sally L. Trekell.

Is There a
RED DOT
on Your

Address label?
If the address label on this issue has
a red dot, it means that, according to
our records, you have not paid your
1999 dues. Unless we receive these
dues, we shall have to discontinue
delivery of your Historian after this issue. Please don't make us do that -we hate to lose readers. And we're
sure you'll miss the Historian!

Tuesday,
27 -- 2
P.M.
'fnrrs
'4nps
nfAprilau~
rsfrr1!rar

Let

u§ Cup",-

""uur- Uld Victur-e§
As we have looked for pictures to
go along with our stories, we are impressed with how fortunate Batavia is
in having an extensive collection of old
photographs in the Depot Museum
archives. At the same time, we have
discovered that many Batavians have,
in their private collections, wonderful
photographs of early Batavia that are
generally unknown and risk being lost
over time. If you have such irreplaceable treasures from our past, please
see that copies are placed in the Depot Museum, where they will be welcomed with open arms now but will
be of increasing value to researchers
in the years ahead. This becomes all
the more important as we plan the
museum's new research and education center, which will include up-todate archival facilities. All you need do
is get in touch with Carla Hill or Chris
Winter at the Park District office. They
will have copies made and will return
your originals promptly.
a
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Batavia Historical Society JVIembership
1999
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_
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o

State

_

Zip

Dues Structure:
Individual
Joint/Family
Junior
Classroom

$5.00

Mail to:

$10.00

Treasurer

$1.00

Batavia Historical Society
P.O. Box 14
Batavia, Illinois 60510

$5.00
$75.00

Life (each)
Life (family)
Business or Institution

$125.00

Business or Institution Life

$100.00

$10.00

o

This membership is being given as a gift

Prompt payment of dues is appreciated!
• You may put your name, address, and membership category on

a separate sheet if you do not want to clip the above form .

• If you would like to give a membership as a gift, send the above information and dues to the Society and indicate in the box
above that it is to be a gift. The gift membership card will be mailed to you so that you may enclose it with a personal card or note.
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A Walk Around Batavia in 1875
By Frank P. Smith in 1948
Edited and Condensed by Marilyn Robinson
The following is excerpted from articles in The Batavia Herald in 1948
written by Frank P. Smith. Frank was born in 1870 in a "show place" on
the southeast corner of Batavia Avenue and Houston Street (Picture 1),
which was built by his father, a banker and a Batavia postmaster. His
mother held him in her arms in the backyard while she watched the
1smoke from the great Chicago fire in 1871. The home was later moved
to 231 North Jackson Street to make room for Avenue Motors.
According to John Gustafson, Frank ran a laundry in DeKalb and then
in Batavia, then founded the Mooseheart Laundry, and eventually was
laundry supervisor for the State of Illinois.
Words in parentheses tell what now occupies the places about which
Mr. Smith wrote .
.•

(Picture 2) Burton house before Olmstead's front addition

(Picture 1) Edward Smith house

When I was five years old in 1875, I would sneak
out of the house and wander over to Jim Burton's barn
in the rear of our premises when I heard Jim feeding
!:lis horses. He would put me on the oats box, finish
Lt-!ressing
me, and I would go down to Mother Burton's
(now behind Olmstead's storefront - Picture 2) and
have breakfast with him.
There was a stairway at the east end of one of the
Newton Wagon Company buildings on Wilson Street
which led to a basement barbershop run by a colored

man named Jackson, who also had bathrooms to accommodate
people wanting Saturday night baths.
Across from Newton, about 20 to 30 feet south of Wilson Street,
were two wooden buildings. One was a shoe repair shop, and the
other was a watch repair shop. To get to these stores, one had to
walk on high wooden sidewalks, built on stilts.
Starting with the post office building on the pond bank (now
Swanson Hardware), the next building to the east was the combination grocery and candy store of F.K. George. Then came the Ben
Kindblade property, which housed his home and business on the
corner of Wilson and Island (Shumway) Avenue. The front entrance
was on Wilson Street with a side door and back gate on Island Avenue. Kindblade was a cabinet maker who learned his trade in his
native Sweden. He made bows, arrows, and violins and later invented
a roller skate.
His property ran south on Island Avenue a hundred feet or more.
Then there was an alley back of his and the George store to the
pond. On the south side of the alley and the edge of the pond
(Swanson parking lot) was the city jail, a one-story stone building
which consisted of three cells. Above the cells was a loft where tramps
used to roost, preferring it to the cells. Next was a wooden building
owned by the VanNortwicks that housed the fire engine and hose
cart, which were drawn and worked by hand.
Continued on p. 2

A Walk Around Batavia in 1875
Across First Street south was the
Coger grist mill. South of the mill was
Benjamin Danforth's machine shop,
and south of that the C.w. Shumway
Foundry, run by water power. Farmers who raised sheep would drive
them to the west bank of the Fox River
where the (old) city hall now stands
(First and Shumway) and wash them
in the river before shearing.
Directly across the pond west from
the post office was the United States
Wind Engine & Pump Company and
the D.R. Sperry Foundry (an area now
comprising
the Batavia Shopping
Plaza). On the southeast corner of
First and Water Streets was the
VanNortwick Paper Mill.
The VanNortwick estate occupied
the entire block bounded by Batavia
Avenue and Water, Wilson, and First
Streets. The small house on the northeast corner was occupied by the family of George Harvey, a son-in-law of
John VanNortwick. On top of the hill

was John's stone home,
which was later the Home
Economics Building of the
high school (Picture 3).
Fronting First Street was
the frame home of William
VanNortwick, oldest son
of John. Later this was
replaced by a beautiful
stone building (Picture 4)
which was the family
home for many years. It
was wrecked, and the site
added to the high school
property.
North of the North Western Depot
(present site of the Pinnacle Bank) on
Water Street was a sharp decline to
the river level. Up against the east
bank of the switch track were the coal
sheds of J.S. Harvey. The location
made it possible to dump coal from
cars directly into the sheds. There was
a roadway from Water Street curving
to the river level some 20 feet below.
The U.S.W.E. & Pump
Company
had a barn
there to shelter factory
horses. There was a line
of willows 8 or 10 feet
from the water's edge that
extended north some 10
feet. South of the willows
was a cove where there
were three or four boathouses. Back from the
edge of the cove was a
spring used by families
living near the river. On
the east side of Water
Street was the lumber office of Huggett
and

(Picture 3) John VanNortwick house

The Batavia Historian, recipient of the Illinois State Historical Society's 1997
Award for Superior Achievement, is published quarterly by the Batavia Historical
Society. The editor, Bill Hall, will welcome
any suggestions or material -- 630-8792033.

The Depot Museum, a cooperative effort
of the Society and the Batavia Park District, is open from 2 to 4 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from March through November. The
director, Carla Hill, can be reached at 630879-5235.

Continuedfromp.1

O'Connor.
North of the lumber yards were the
stock yards where stock was loaded
to be shipped to Chicago. It was not
unusual to see flocks of sheep or
droves of hogs or herds of cattle being driven from the Newton Wagon
scales to the stock yards. North of the
stock yards was the engine house
which housed the engine of the Chicago and North Western Railroad. At
the time, the railroad extended south
only to the Barker quarry (foot of Union
Avenue). That engine did all the
switching and carried all the freight

(Picture 4) William VanNortwick house

and passengers to the main line in
Geneva.
I can remember but two houses on
the west side of north Water Street
south of Collins Quarry. The south one
was occupied by the Sagle family. Mr.
Sagle was the engineer on the railroad. My first ride on a railroad was in
the engine's cab with Mr. Sagle when
I was about six. I was surprised when
we reached Geneva, as I thought we
were moving sideways.
~
South of the Sagle house.wasa bi{V
building which was used to store icecutting machinery. South of that was a
building where Hiram Doty and Charlie
Norris manufactured wooden pumps.
Across Houston Street for 90 feet
south was the back end of my father's
lot; then came the Johnson house. Mr.
Johnson was killed when he was run
over by an engine while he was building a stone wall to protect his property from the railroad. Next was vacant property where later on Benjamin
Kindblade built a skating rink reached
by a long wooden sidewalk from Wilson Street. The rink was later used as
a paint shop by the U.S.W.E. & Pump
Company.
At the present site of the Anderson
Block was a one-story wooden building. There were wide wooden steps
that led from Wilson to the Avenue
level and two wooden steps into the
Avenue store. The basement, opening on Wilson Street was the meat
market of Jim Burton. On the main
floor, Mr. Nelson ran a grocery and dry~
goods store. The front was protected
by an old-fashioned wooden awning.

V

Continued on p. 7
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Goings-On at the Fair
Our most popular issues are those that include stories by Helen Anderson, who
grew up on a farm in Batavia Township in the early years of this century. Written with
the wonderment of a child, Helen's recollections of the Central States Fair, held in
nearby North Aurora in the 1920s, will bring the event alive for readers young and old.

'-./

County, state and world fairs have
been around for more years than any
of us can remember. As a very young
child, I seem to remember a Kane
County Fair that was held at the
County Farm and Home on Averill
Road, now Fabyan Parkway. I seem
to remember Mama baking this beautiful three-layer cake in the oven of her
big cook stove. She tested the temperature of the oven by feeling the
heat with her hand. Maybe she had to

challenge one another in producing
the finest crops and farm animals, with
prizes to the best.
Little did we know four decades ago
that, within a very few years, plans
would be in the making for a huge
Central States Fair in North Aurora,
so close to Batavia. Len Small was
governor of Illinois at that time. A Fair
Committee was appointed. Land was
purchased from two brothers, whose
name was Siaker. The brothers owned

add another stick of wood or close the
damper to regulate the heat. Did
Gypsy, pulling the light buggy, take
Mama and me and the three-layer
cake to the Fair?
Mama's cake did not win a blue ribbon, but it did win a lovely silver berry
spoon, which I still have and use. I
would really like to hear from anyone
who remembers if there really was
such a fair, or was I dreaming?
County fairs were lots of fun and
work for farmers, right in the midst of
harvest season -- a time for towns-

adjoining farms, which the state
needed to construct this very large
fairground. (Betty Tuftee, daughter of
Joseph Siaker, told me the name
Siaker was originally Ochsenschlager,
a well-known German family from
Aurora.) Frank Thelin, a member of the
Fair Commission,
must have convinced the Siaker family that their
farms were the best and only possible
place for the fairground to be built.
The fair facilities took a year to build.
Like today, delays were caused by
weather and difficulty in getting materials. The man who was hired as
general contractor was a no-nonsense
kind of guy. As the time of the fair

people and farmers to get together
and enjoy a break from everyday hard
work. It was also a time for farmers to
·.The Batavia Histori"ari..

-- Helen Bartelt Anderson

opening drew closer and closer, pressure and frustration mounted. There
was still much work to be done, especially on the one-mile race track. The
mean contractor beat his horses unmercifully, and three died. The track
was finished off at one-half mile, not
to be completed until the following
year.
In 1922 when the fair opened, the
United States was still recovering from
the effects of World War I. Service men
were back home and ready to have a
rip-roaring good time. The large midway and amusement park provided
them with lots of fun things to do, as
long as their money lasted and their
best girls were at their sides, hugging
stuffed animals and Kewpie dolls.
At the amusement park, there
were the usual rides and sideshows. Most of this was new to
farm kids, like me. I had several
merry-go-round rides during the
fair but was afraid to go on the
other rides. Eleanor Johnson told
me that she and a friend had taken
the street car from Batavia to the
fair. They had fun on the rides.
Eleanor finally coaxed her timid
friend to go with her on the roller
coaster. Eleanor loved it, but her
friend was really scared. After the
ride was over, Eleanor had to walk
directly behind her friend so that
people would not see the damp
spot on the back of her skirt.
Thousands
of people came
from everywhere to see or participate in the great event. Wellgroomed animals waited in their
pens to be admired by the crowds
and judged by the professionals,
as they competed for the coveted
blue ribbons and prizes.
The grandstand shows were spectacular. Always popular sulky races
were held every afternoon. Each day
two huge retired steam locomotives,
under full power, crashed head-on into
each other, accompanied by screaming crowds. At the evening shows,
bespangled acrobats on beautiful
snow-white horses performed. Aerialists, in shimmery costumes, entertained the crowd with their daring C).cts
on the trapeze and high wire. Each
evening closed with fireworks, and a
mad scramble for the exits.
Continued
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Goings-On at the Fair
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About that time, 4H clubs for farm
children were formed. There was one
group in rural Batavia that taught boys
better ways in raising farm animals.
My brother, Roger, wanted to join, so
Papa gave him a baby pig to raise.
Roger followed the instructions of his
leaders. When fair time rolled around,
Roger and Betty were ready. In competition with other 4H'ers, Roger's
Betty received a blue ribbon. She and
Roger did everything right. His project
for the following year was to raise a
litter of pigs from Betty. Again, he was
awarded a prize, this time a purple ribbon for grand champion. He sold Betty
and her young family for a handsome
price.
That same year I -- little jealous me
-- had to have a pig to raise, too. She
was all black, as cute as a minute. I
named her Ruby. I taught her to follow me by holding an ear of corn in
my hand. I fed her, brushed her, and
talked to her every day. She grunted
her approval. Lots of times when I
entered the pig pen, she would squeal.
I knew she must be hungry so I'd give
her an ear of corn. Roger's club did
not allow girls, but somehow I was al-

lowed to enter Ruby at the fair. Mama
ordered new khakis for Roger and little
khaki knickers for me. She said she
wanted us to look as nice as our wellgroomed pigs. I did fairly well in the
judging ring. Papa had made a small
herder for me so I could keep Ruby
away from the other pigs. The judge
awarded Ruby a pink ribbon, which
meant she was in fifth place (there
were four other pigs in her class)! He
told me she was a fine pig, but thought
maybe I had been giving her too many
ears of corn. The following year, I decided to be a girl again and joined an
all-girl 4H sewing club.
There was one event that first year
of the fair that really attracted my attention. Inside one of the large buildings, there was a row of white booths
with large glass windows. Inside each
booth there was a counter holding a
baby scale and a crying baby, completely undressed. A doctor and nurse
were trying to examine the baby. When
they had finished with one baby, they
would move on to the next booth. The
mother would then come into the first
booth and dress her-sobbing baby,
with loving words to quiet her baby's

Further Fair Memories
• A popular exhibit at the fair was Monkey Island, a gazebo-shaped cage full
of monkeys.
• Two miniature trains carried people around the grounds for 10¢ a ride.
• The Tunnel of Love was built beneath the Ferris Wheel.
• An Olympic-sized swimming pool was the largest and best in the United
States.
• Exposition Hotel was built around the swimming pool.
This story could go on and on with the help of good friends who filled in
some of the details of this story -- Jeanette Nelson Anderson (related to the Siaker family), who remembers
that her sister, Agnes Nelson Perrow, parked cars at the fair, in Siakers' hayfield.
A few years later Agnes taught at Buelter School, including Roger and me.
- Betty Tuftee, whose family had to leave their home and farm.
- Jack Killian, who lived across the road and watched the fairground being
built. He and his dad slept in their backyard during the fair so that women
employees at the fair could have a place to live.
- Eleanor Johnson, who has a great memory and loves to tell stories.
- And Bill Wood, who can give almost any information pertaining to Batavia's
past and its people.
Thanks for the memories!
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fears. Mama walked away, thinking I
would follow her as I always did, but I
was so busy watching the unhappy ~
little babies that I didn't realize she had
left. All around me were strange faces,
with people shoving and pushing so
they could see their special little babies being examined. A feeling of
panic filled me. This eight-year-old kid
began to cry. A police officer came and
put his arm around me, then lifted me
up to see if I could locate Mama. When
he let me down, there was Mama
standing beside us.
The midway was another place of
great attraction for a country kid like
me. Mama had warned both Roger
and me, "Don't spend one cent on the
fakirs." I didn't, but one day I was walking down the midway and stopped to
listen to this fellow hawking his wares.
I noticed a box of compacts, containing face powder, right at the edge of
his stand. I remembered
Mama's
warning, but I just wanted one of those
compacts so bad that I watched my
chance and slid one into my pocket. I
worried the rest of the week that
someone had seen me. When I got"'-V
home, I went into the garage, found a
small can of blue paint, and covered
up the pretty black compact with the
gold medallion. The guilt I felt taught
me that I would never again steal another thing, and I haven't.
The fair ran for seven years, ending in 1929. Was it because of the
stock market crash or lack of interest?
Memories linger of two glorious weeks
in August that continued to attract exhibitors and entertain thousands of
visitors.

JOIN US ON
SUNDAY, JULY 18
Be sure to attend the Society's general membership meeting on Sunday,
July 18. We will learn about an important project that affects
us all,
"Batavia's Main Street Program," from
its director, Lisa Bennett. The meeting, to be held in the Bartholomew
Room at the Civic Center, will begin
at 2 p.m.
_
Guests are not only welcome -- they ~
are encouraged to attend. Light refreshments will be served.
The Batavia Historian

A Wa~m
by Carla Hill, Director

~

We are delighted to report that the project for the museum addition is moving
forward. Its name, announced June 17, will be the Gustafson Research Center,
recognizing brothers John A and O. Arnold and sisters Alice and Lucille
Gustafson's efforts to collect and preserve an extraordinary amount of Batavia
history. Until the formation of the Batavia Historical Society in 1960 and the creation of the museum in 1975, the Gustafsons served as the community's unofficial historians. Placing their name on the space that many will use for research is
a fitting way to honor their contribution. Tentative dates have been set for the
construction bidding and the ground breaking. We shall keep you advised regarding developments.
As we enter summer, museum attendance has been steadily increasing. During April, May and June, we hosted several groups including all of Batavia's third
grade classes. The attendance figure for these groups totaled almost 500 people.
The Junior Membership program is scheduled to begin on June 23 and will
continue through September. We have some new ideas for this year's program,
which will include a photographic display done entirely by the participants.
You will be seeing some new displays on the main floor of the museum this
summer.' Among those of special interest, one will feature the 150th anniversary
of the Burlington Railroad.
Members and others are urged to share their memories for an exhibit in the
spring of 2000. Please submit a photograph of your favorite Batavia memory,
along with a short paragraph about the photo. All photographs will be copied and
promptly returned to you, but your memories will be preserved in the museum's
collection forever. Drop your photo and paragraph off any week day before January at the Batavia Park District office -- attention of myself or Chris Winter. If you
have questions, call us at 879-5235. Be sure to take the few minutes involved to
help make this exhibit a success.
Chris and I are planning a fall trip for the museum volunteers to the Chicago
Historical Society to view its latest exhibit on Chicago's role in the westward movement. One of the museum's windmill models is prominently displayed in the exhibit.
And now for some unhappy news -- Dorothy Hanson, Helen Anderson and
Marilyn Phelps have decided to retire from their weekly job of cataloging new
artifacts and documents that come to the museum. They have spent many years
working with the museum's collections and will be sorely missed. We sincerely
thank them for all that they have done to make the museum's cataloging system
accessible for anyone doing research at the museum.
Come down and visit the museum this summer. If you aren't currently a volunteer but would be interested in becoming one, call Kathy Fairbairn at 406-9041 .

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR ANNUAL CEMETERY WALK
We know the cemetery walk is
almost three months away, but be
sure to mark its date, September
26, on your calendar. This annual
event, sponsored by the Heritage
Committee of ACCESS and the
Batavia Historical Society, will be
held this year in the East Batavia
Cemetery. Rain date will be Sunday, October 2.
Instead of having actors portray
people in the cemetery as in past
years, guides will take guests on
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a tour of the cemetery. Using a
script written by Marilyn Robinson,
the guides will tell a little about
many of those laid to rest in the
cemetery and about the cemetery
itself.
The first tour will begin at 1 p.m.,
and the last one will begin at 3:30
p.m. Each tour will take about 30
minutes. Mark the date on your
calendar, and watch for more details in the newspapers.

Welc()me
~ew,"embe.-~-

and {)the.- ,"atte.-~
Since the last issue, the following persons have either joined as,
or changed their membership to
become, Life Members: Dr. and
Mrs. Robert Barnes, John and
Karol Clark, Richard and Joanne
Hansen,
Harold
and Marj
Holbrook, and Robert E. Nelson.
Other new members (all from
Batavia unless otherwi,se noted)
include: Chester A. Anderson
(Pinckney,
Michigan),
Diane
Anderson Family, Mary Lou Antill
(Geneva),
Diane and Norm
Bergquist (Elburn), Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Bowron (Amboy, Illinois),
Claudia Goggin, Claudia Gronvalt
(Exeter, New Hampshire), Mr. and
Mrs.
Walter
Hendrickson
(Pensacola, Florida), Kip Henelly,
Donald K. and Joan Johnson, Florence Liedberg (Geneva), Laura
Lundgren, Carl Nelson, David
Pinner (Lincolnshire, Illinois), Bea
and Dick Porch (Huntington
Beach, California), Milton and
Kapiope Russ, Matt Shay (Junior
Member),
Ronald and Linda
Stephano, Timothy J. Warfel (Tallahassee, Florida), R. Wheatley
Family, and Julie Wulff (Junior
Member).
We welcome these new members and look forward to their participation in the activities of the society.
We regret to report the death
of Lydia Jeane Stafney, a charter
member of the Society and a Life
Member since 1988.
In the last three months we received the following memorial
gifts: From the Class of 1933 in
memory of Evelyn Senfit Hines
and from Elliott and Norma
Lundberg in memory of Helen
Clarno. In addition, the HansonFurnas Family Foundation gave
the Society $1,000.
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Batavia's First World War II Honor Roll
By Corliss

Andrews

Weaver

My father, Ture Andrews, served as a First Ward
Alderman from May, 1941, to May, 1949. He felt
an honor roll should be put up to honor all the
men and women who had gone into service during World War II. When he didn't seem to be getting cooperation from the other Council members,
he decided to go with his idea to State Senator
Arnold Benson from Batavia, who encouraged him
to go ahead with his honor roll plan.
As shown in the accompanying program, many
people took part in the dedication. My father was
very proud of his idea and felt that all the hard
work was worthwhile. After World War II ended in
1945, this honor roll was removed. In the summer
of 1946, a group of veterans built the present honor
roll on property that was given by the City of
Batavia to honor veterans.

Batavians I Have Known - Frank W. Olson, Sr.
,

As Told to Sadie Lundberg
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Frank Olson was born on May 22, 1890, in Skone, Sweden,
and came to America in 1911. He had a brother in Moline and a
sister in Batavia, who had left home before he, the baby in the
family, was born. He was asked to accompany a young girl of 18
or 19 to see that she got to America safely. They traveled by
boat to Copenhagen and across Denmark by train to reach a-'
seaport where they boarded a ship for England. The ship was0
used for cattle one way and emigrants on the return trip.
Upon arrival in England, they took a train to Liverpool, where they
stayed for three days before boarding a ship to America, with 700
emigrants on one deck. They experienced a severe storm at sea,
and many people were very sick. Because he was not as sick as
some, Frank was asked to give medicine to others. The medicine
was whiskey and castor oil.
He arrived in Boston and then went to Brooklyn. He wrote to
his sister, who replied that he should come to Batavia. Although
he was already working, he quit and went to Manhattan where
a Danish travel agent arranged his transportation to Batavia.
The agent told him to be sure to go through Chicago. That was
a good thing because the conductor on the train tried to get him
off at Batavia, New York, but Frank kept saying, "Chicago, Chicago, Chicago." On the train he bought two big apples, and he
gave one to a young girl across the aisle who eyed him. She
moved over and tried talking to him in English but, when she
learned he couldn't speak English, she called him "Greenhorn."
The train arrived in Chicago at the Dearborn Street station.
Someone saw him looking around and asked to see his ticket,
then saw to it that he was put in a horse-drawn van and taken to
the Northwestern station. After much confusion, he got on a
train that said to Batavia, Geneva, etc. After two or three hours,
the train left for Batavia. Nobody was there to meet him, but he
went outside and pretty soon he saw a woman coming who he
could have sworn was his mother. Of course it was his sister,
Minnie Ander, whom he had never seen.
~
His second day in Batavia, he met Ida Johnson, who helped
him learn English and became his wife.
Ed. note: After a long and productive life in Batavia, Frank W
Olson, Sr., died in 1991, aged 101.
....
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A Walk Around Batavia in 1875
Just north of the Nelson store was
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
\\.dlLyons. The home was later moved to
make way for a meat market operated
by Amos Burton. That, too, was moved
and the First Methodist ChUrch was
erected on the site.
North of the Lyons' was the Catholic Church (later incorporated in what
is now Hubbard's) - a long frame
house built close to my father's lot line.
Then came my father's place, edged
by a picket fence.
My father was a Republican leader.
During political rallies, the house was
lighted from top to bottom with candles
in every window and draped with colored paper. Campaigns of those days
were spectacular and enthusiastic,
with torch-light parades, marching
units, flambeaus, etc. There were usually train loads of marching clubs and
bands from Aurora, Elgin, and other
places that helped swell the crowds.
The Swedish American Club was led
by John Micholson. He gave his commands in Swedish, and we kids fell in.
The next building on the east side
of North Batavia Avenue was at
McKee Street where the Northams
\...Jived. Their yard looked like a park,
with evergreens trimmed in fancy
shapes. Johnny Lee raised his winter
potatoes in the space between our
house and his. Lee's house (230 N.
Batavia Avenue) was made of stone,
and beyond his was the home of
Daniel Collins, who ran the stone
quarry just east of his house.
There was nothing north of the
Collins home except pasture land with
the exception of a frame tenant house.
At the bottom of the hill on the river

(Picture

5) Joel McKee House
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(Picture

6) D.C. Newton

Continued

from p. 2

Home

bank was a big ice house. It stood
between the railroad tracks and the
river, directly east of the Fox River
Sanitarium (Michealsen Health Center). In those days there were thousands of cars of ice shipped out of
Batavia each year. There were hundreds of men employed during the
winter harvest, cutting and storing ice
in two big ice houses.
Across the street, north of the
McKee house (345 N. Batavia Avenue
- Picture 5) were the homes of Josiah
and Joseph Towne. Their property ran
from the river west. Next to the river
was a big grove of hickory nut trees,
the picnic ground of young folks. The
Townes were very genial hosts; and
some time during the picnic, they
would bring down a milk can of lemonade as their donation.
From the McKee house to Illinois
Street was McKee's
pasture. A great many
west-side
residents
pastured their cows
here. Ball games were
played in the pasture.
Between the McKee
house and McKee
Street, there were but
three houses. One
was occupied by the
family
of
Doc
McAllister,
an employee
of
the
VanNortwick
Paper
Company; another by
D.W. Starkey, who ran
a bakery on Wilson

Street; and the third by Earl Newton.
Newton was the first man to invent
cow stanchions in these parts.
On the north side of McKee Street
was a long one-story building made
into two apartments which had once
been a factory building. The next home
was D.W. Sterling's on the northwest
corner of McKee and Washington
(now Lincoln) Streets. The north end
of Sterling's lot was the end of Washington Street. The house west of the
Sterlings' belonged to the Sheets family at the end of Jackson Street.
Around their property was a row of
hard maple trees, which were tapped
for sap. Across McKee Street was the
home of Pet James, a butcher. The
next building east was the Methodist
parsonage (now the Russell Nelson
home). There were only three other
residences between Washington and
Batavia Avenue.
James Derby's home was on the
southwest corner of Houston Street
and Batavia Avenue (now Batavia
Amoco). It had a large orchard in the
rear. Next south was the D.C. Newton
home (Picture 6). The Levi Newton red
brick house blocked Wilson Street and
in later years was torn down to open
the street. South of Levi's house was
quite a depression in the land. In this/
hollow stood the home of Mr. Clapp
and his two sons, expert woodworkers. The Clapp house was moved to
the corner of Union Avenue and Water Street, and E.H. Gammon built his
home in the space (now called
"Gammon Corners").

(To be continued in next issue)
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Swanson True Value Hardware 1946-1999
The timing was right
when ArthurW. Swanson
walked into the Barckley
Hardware Store one day
in late 1946. During
World War II, Art had
IJeen the plant manager
~f

Meredith,
Thomas'
brother, bought Kemp's
interest, and the firm operated under the name
of Meredith Brothers. In
1879 Edwin Meredith
became the sale owner
and moved the stock of goods into the
Geo. W. Fowler building, which he later
bought. That building was on the
southwest corner of Wilson and River
streets, later the site of Batavia National Bank.
Emanuel Holbrook, who had been
employed by Meredith, purchased the
business when Meredith retired in
1891. After Holbrook's death in 1895,
Darius Bartholomew
and his son,
Arlie, bought the business, conducting it under the name of Bartholomew
and Son. Three years later, in March
of 1898, John P. Barckley purchased
Bartholomew and Son's operations
and, a year later, the Evanston Hardware Company in the
Walt Block on East Wilson, combining the stock
into what became J.P.
Barckley Hardware Store.
The business was moved
to 2 West Wilson Street
in 1901. Barckley's son,
Arthur J., became associated with the firm in
1913 and, after his
father's death in 1916,

When Swanson True Value Hardware store closed in early June, it ended
53 years of operation by the late Arthur W. Swanson and his family -- 44
years at the same location. Jerry Harris and Elliott Lundberg interviewed
Art's sons, Wayne and Dennis, while they were here for the closing. This
story is based on that interview and some clippings they provided.

the Chalienge~Company, then part
of the Batavia Metal Products Company, but Challenge had gone out of
business a few months earlier. Although Art had some job offers, accepting any of them would have meant
moving out of town -- something neither Art nor his wife, Marion, wanted
to do. So, when Arthur J. Barckley told
him his store was for sale, Art moved
quickly and, over a weekend, agreed
to buy the store for $15,000.
Although Art and Marion had some
money saved, they were looking for
partners -- and thought they had one,
maybe two. As Dennis Swanson remembers, Charlie Haag was going to
join Art in buying the store
and operating the sheet
metal department
but
backed out about a week
before the transaction
closed. Ernie Nelson
used to say that he almost went into the business with Art, but didn't.
So the Swansons had to
«ome up with some addi~;onal
money. They got it
'= by borrowing from Carl
Redborg and, as Wayne
and Dennis recall, the
First National Bank. As
Art later said on several

occasions, they really got a good deal
because there was probably more
than $15,000 worth of inventory when
they bought the store.
The hardware store that Art and
Marion bought had a long and interesting history, back to the decade preceding the Civil War. As Harriet
Meredith, then the 95 year-old daughter of Milo M. Kemp, the first owner,
recalled at the time of the Batavia
Centennial celebration in 1933, the
store that her father opened in 1855
was the first hardware store in Kane
County. Two years later, he was joined
by his son-in-law, Thomas Meredith.
When Kemp retired in 1868, Edwin

Continued on p. 2
E. Holbrook Hardware
(predecessor of
Swanson's) 1892

Swanson True Value Hardware
took over the entire business and changed its name to A.J.
Barckley Hardware Store. The store was enlarged at the
same location in 1936.

Continued

from p.1

that Art thought was too much.
Art's sister Vi and her husband, Morrie Johnson, owned
the property west of the old post office and extending to the"J
pond (now, after being filled, the site of the Batavia Shopping Plaza). Dennis thinks they had bought it for back taxes.
Art bought the western portion on which to build the new
store. Because the property was scarcely above the pond
level, it was necessary to put in piling before construction
commenced. In 1963 or 1964, Swanson's bought the rest
of the property and expanded to the east.
There were two hardware stores in Batavia, theirs and
the Anderson Hardware Store run by Vic Anderson and his

The Swansons took over December 1, 1946, although
Barckley remained for a period of time to answer questions
and assist with the transition. Wayne and Dennis recall fondly
that the business became a family affair, with the two of
them, their sister, their parents all working together. Their
mother, Marion, worked at home, keeping the books and
making out statements; later she did some of the buying.
She insisted that the store be painted in light colors and
saw to it that the front of the store was kept painted. Wayne
was 12 and Dennis 8 when the store was purchased, and
while still in grade school helped after school and in the
summers. Dennis said that it turned out to be a good thing
that there were no partners. As he recalls, "It was something like being a farm family."
And it was an extended family operation, especially at
busy times. All the family worked there at one time or another. Art's sister Violet Johnson worked at the store for many
years. On weekends and when there was remodeling, Dick
Miller, husband of sister Audrey, helped. At times like Christmas, a lot of the sisters worked there. Helen and Esther
pitched in when there were projects under way.
Bill Kluwe, who had worked for Barckley, continued for a
while. Helen Anderson (wife of Ragnar Anderson) was an
early employee, keeping the books and helping Marion with
housewares. Evelyn Beresford was the next employee, working for Swanson's for a number of years. Late in the 1940s,
Everet Shoop began working for the store. Other early employees included-Andy-Anderson-(father
of'Glenn-Ander~
son) and Scoop Zollers.
A few years later, a man named John Cotter came up
with the idea of forming a cooperative for independent hardware stores and called a meeting that Art attended in SyArt Swanson with Ed Elkin and Homer Hanlon
camore. After the meeting 25 original members signed up,
and the V and S Hardware group was formed -- V for value
son, Clifford. They had a good relationship, friendly compeand S for service. Although Art did not sign up immediately,
tition. If one of the stores happened to be out of an item a
he did later and became the 38th member of what is now
customer wanted, it would call the other and then run over
called True Value.
to pick up whatever was needed.
Swanson's remained in the building on the south side of
Wayne had gone to the University of Colorado and, after
Wilson Street, east of the old First National Bank building
graduation, worked a couple of years in Chicago before
(now the Board of Education), until 1955. Robert's Barber
joining the store full time. Dennis started full time in the
Shop was located next to the river, then Swanson's, folstore after graduation from high school. With their mother
lowed by the paint store (later McCune's)
and then
operating the housewares part, they were ready to assume
Schreiner's
Drug
responsibility for the store's day-to-day operations by the
Store. According to
time Art became mayor of Batavia in 1960.
The Batavia Historian, recipient of the ilDennis, an older
Several years later, probably between 1968 and 1972,
linois State Historical Society's
1997
man
who
recently
Swanson's
bought the unpaved parking lot south of the store
Award for Superior Achievement, is pubcame into the store
from Katy Industries, then the owner of the Batavia Body
lished quarterly by the Batavia Historical
remembered
Art's
Society. The editor, Bill Hall, will welcome
Company. It had been used for employee parking by Batavia
any suggestions or material -- 630-879telling him that he
Body and by customers of the theater then operating on
2033.
was going to move
the east side of what is now Shumway Avenue. Wayne and
because Vic Erday,
Dennis believe that this was a good move not only for the
the owner of the
hardware store but also for the entire community since it
The Depot Museum, a cooperative effort
of the Society and the Batavia Park Disbuilding the store
provided needed parking and prevented other development
trict, is open from 2 to 4 p.m., Monday,
was in, was going to
that would have only exacerbated downtown parking probWednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunraise the rent from
lems .
.....day from March through November. The
$300 to $450 per
Wayne and Dennis emphasize that their father instilled ~
director, Carla Hill, can be reached at
month, an amount
630-879-5235.
in them and employees a sense offairness in the operation
Continued

Page

2',

on p. 9

The Batavia Historian

A Walk Around Batavia in 1875
(Continued

from last issue)

by Frank P. Smith in 1948
\..-.

..

Edited and Condensed by Marilyn Robinson

The following is excerpted from articles in The Batavia Herald in 1948 written by Frank P.Smith. Frank was born in 1870 in a "show
place" on the southeast corner of Batavia Avenue and Houston Street, which was built by his father, a banker and a Batavia postmaster.
His mother held him in her arms in the backyard while she watched the smoke from the great Chicago fire in 1871. The home was later
moved to 231 North Jackson Street to make room for Avenue Motors.
According to John Gustafson, Frank ran a laundry in OeKalb and then in Batavia, then founded the Mooseheart Laundry, and
eventually was laundry supervisor for the State of Illinois.
Words in parentheses tell what now occupies the places about which Mr. Smith wrote.
South of the Clapp home (now the
site of Gammon Corners) was the
entrance to the West Side School (Picture 7), built in 1867, which had four

house next door. Fortunately, no one
was injured. The Rockwell property
extended quite a way to the west and
had a large vineyard in the rear.
The property on the corner of First
Street and Batavia Avenue was occupied by J.S. Harvey, who ran the
coal yard near the North Western station. Directly west of his house were
one or two residences and on the corner of Washington (Lincoln) Street
stood the Methodist Church (now the
Buttrey Wulff Mamminga Agency Picture 8). I fail to remember any other

northwest. Across from the Sperry
home lived Henry Wade, and across
Jefferson to the east was the Todd
home. On Washington just south of
First was the F.K. George house and
south of that, the John Burnham property (Picture 9).
The Mann property was across First
from the Methodist Church. East of
Mann's was the 1.1. Griffin home and
livery stable. Next east was the Corning home and last was the home of
Mr. Houck, township commissioner.

(Picture

(Picture 7) West Side School

(Picture 8) Old Methodist Church

rooms. On the first floor,' Grace
McWayne taught 1st and 2nd grades,
and Georgia Morgan taught the 3rd,
4th and 5th grades. On the second
floor, Ellen McWayne had the 6th and
7th grades. The 8th grade and high
school studies were taught by J.H.
Barry in the other second-floor room.
On the third floor was a large hall and
stage used by traveling shows and
school entertainments. In the 1880s
when the Music Hall (on Shumway
Avenue) was built, all entertainments
were given there.
South of the entrance to the school
on Batavia Avenue was the Congre-

houses on First until the corner of
Jefferson
Street,
where
H.H.
Rockwell's home occupied the northeast corner and the Sperry home, the

Church. was
During
a storm
its
~verygational
tall steeple
blown
over and
went through the James Rockwell

L

The Batavia Historian

10 Buck Block)

At Batavia Avenue and First was the
F.H. Buck two-story frame building
(Picture 10). Scott Corning ran a furnishing goods and luggage store in
the corner half of the building, and
James Rockwell ran a candy and ice
cream parlor in the south half. We kids
would turn his ice cream freezer for
the reward of licking the can. The upper floor was a hall, and Dr. Cox, a
young dentist, had offices there.
Batavia's first telephone office was
opened there; and early on, the EpiscopalChurch held Sunday School on
Sunday afternoons there.
South of the Buck Block was the
home of George Burton, a one-story
stone building. South of that was the
Dorn Block, a three-story stone building. It held two stores, a pharmacy
owned by the Wolcotts and Smith and
Collins' grocery and dry goods store.

(Picture 9) John Burnham House

Continued on p. 4
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continued from p. 3

There was a center entrance to the
living quarters on the second floor. The
third floor was a dance hall known as
Dorn's Hall.
Directly south of Dorn's was a long
one-story wooden building occupied
by John Burnett's feed store. Next was
the property of Arthur Corning on the
alley. There was vacant property between that and the Revere House, a
hotel. Back of the Revere House was
a big livery barn.
On the corner of Batavia Avenue
and Main Street was a three story
stone building. The main floor housed
George and Matthew Burton's hardware and grocery store, with a tin shop
in the back end run by E.C. Davey. The
north half was a meat market run by
Pet James and William Updike and
later by Nels A. Benson. The second
and third floors were living quarters.
On the west side of the alley on
Main Street was a blacksmith shop
run by Phils Hawley. Hawley built the
first tall bicycle in the city. It had
wooden wheels like a buggy wheel.
Next was the stone house of Silas
Way. His yard was covered with beehives and grape vines, and he was
known as "Honey~Bee~Way.
Kids
never stole grapes from "Honey Bee."
Next was the home of Captain Ed
Stafford, Civil War veteran and township assessor (Picture 11). Next was
the Knox home, and at Washington
(Lincoln) lived Dr. Cooper.

(Picture 11) Stafford House

West in the next block I remember
only Peter Hobler's, at the corner of
Jefferson Street (Picture 12) and two
houses before Jackson Street. Across
Jackson west was the home of James
Allen,
Superintendent
of the
VanNortwick Paper Company. I think
that was the last house east of the
train tracks.
Page 4

Across the tracks was the home of
Michael Collins,
one of the few
Irishmen who lived on the west side.
He was section boss for the west side
C.B. & Q. railroad. The railroad at that
time extended to Geneva. It was principallya freight line, but had an afternoon passenger train. There was a low
spot that extended from the tracks
west to the back of the Glasspoole
home on West Main Street. We kids
skated there in the spring when the
river was unsafe.
I remember but one house between
the tracks and South Jackson on the

south side of Main. Then there was
the stone house at the corner of Jackson. On the southeast corner of Main
and Jefferson was the home of Lewis
Updike. The next house was the
Daniel Halladay home (Picture 13),
then the Thomas Hunter home, and
then the home of Judge Moore (where
Lincoln meets Main Street - Picture
14). The adjoining house belonged to
E.M. Howland, and the next house
was owned by the Swafford family, and
many years later by J.H. Sanders, who
conducted a tea room there.
On the southwest corner of Main
and Batavia Avenue was the large
stone home of Smith Mallory (Picture
15), who helped to build the C.B. & Q.
from Aurora to Galesburg. The Mallory
property extended to Elm Street, and
the south half was an orchard of all
kinds of apple trees. Mrs. Mallory
owned a large cider press, and every _
fall there was a session of cider mak- ~
ing on the premises, much to the ad "-"
Continued on p. 7
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Have Fun! Volunteer at the Museum
by Kathryn Klose
We always need ,more volunteers at the Depot Museum. Some of you
may think it is difficult; others may think it is boring. Read the story that
follows to dispel those ideas. It comes from a "journal that one of our
members, Kally Klose, keeps and shared with us.
It was a very warm day, and I arrived early. The door was locked, and
the only seat was in the bright sunshine. So I walked down to the river,
hoping for some shade as I waited for
my time to volunteer at the Depot
Museum. But even down by the river
the air was not moving, which is unusual -- probably going to have a
storm later this afternoon. My hours
at the museum were to be from 2 to 4.
As I waited, I decided it was a good
thing that I brought the newspaper
because I knew no one would be out
on a day like this.
Chris Winter was at the door when
I returned, along with my co-worker
by the name of Bob Peterson. Bob told
us he had lived in Batavia all his life
but had never worked at the museum,
so it was a first for him. I assured him
it was going to be a slow day because
!...J

~

it was
a Wednesday
because
of
the
heat.
I was terriblyand
wrong;
it was
one of the most interesting days I have
had.
The first couple that came in were

from Florida, visiting their daughter
who lived here. They were taken with
the windmills and knew they had to
have one of the little models that we
sell. They bought the Challenger windmill for their patio at home and were
eager to buy postcards. For me, this
was already a big day -- in four years
I'd never sold a windmill.
Other guests who came were from
New York, in town for a class reunion.
I didn't ask which one, but I'm sure it
had been a while since high school.
The man started talking to Bob, only
to find that they had lived across the
street when they were young. I so
enjoyed listening to those two fellows
reminisce about their early days.
Another couple came and asked if
they could take a picture of the
Gettysburg
Address -- a bronze
plaque about 4 feet by 3 feet resting
on the floor and leaning against the
wall. This was another first for me -someone showing interest in this wonderful work. She explained that she
was from the Philippines and had had

~unf4er ~Ilerifage~nuuMahle

The Home Front during World War II

Wedding Cakes Have
Long Been a Tradition
by Marilyn Robinson

Those who attended our two Heritage Roundtables last winter and spring had
lots of fun reminiscing, both during the sessions and afterwards. Our first one for
the new season will deal with the home front during World War II. Discussions,
which will focus on audience participation will deal with such issues as -

In November 1896, a bride in Sweden
received a unique cake, a most important element of any wedding. Bennett
Kindblade's niece, Miss Nelson, an expert baker, made the cake as a wedding
present for her brother and his bride-tobe for their celebration on Christmas Day.
First, she made a twin cake as a
sample and found it was wonderful. The
final product was artistically decorated
with chocolate frosting and handsome
white letters on the top containing the initials of the bride and groom and the name
of the cake's native land, "Batavia, 111."
Mr. Kindblade, a fine wood worker, prepared a substantial and attractive box in
which the cake would safely make the
trip. The cake traveled one-quarter
around the globe, 6,500 miles. It weighed
six pounds and cost $2.40 to send by
express.

And many more.

~

You, too, can be a volunteer. Just
call Kathy Fairbairn at 406-9041.

Tuesday, October 12 -- 2 p.m.

- Do you remember what you were doing when the announcement came of the
attack on Pearl Harbor?
-How many from your family were away in the service?
-What was your employment?
- How did you cope with war-time shortages?
-What did you do for entertainment?
-What newspaper reporters and news announcers do you remember?
- How did you celebrate V-E and V-J Days?

~.u.

to memorize it in two languages. So
together we started saying it from
memory. If it had been a contest, I
would have lost early on. Her husband
was so proud of her. They came from
a nearby suburb and were so very enthusiastic about their history.
A mother came in with her four children, three of whom were boys, all
under nine, who were carrying their
museum
passport
books to be
stamped. I marveled at her patience
and her desire to teach her children.
She quizzed them on certain exhibits, keeping them focused, and they
had a great time. I believe they will see
more this summer than I have for a
good many summers, and probably all
in a 40-mile area. It was a delight to
see that family.
A teacher came by. She wanted to
bring some students for a tour in the
future.
It was now about 3:58 and time to
close. My newspaper remained under
the counter, unopened. The hot day I
had expected to be so dull was over,
and I believe it was one to remember
for a long, long time. I can still see our
Filipino guest smiling and trying to
remember the Gettysburg Address.
Maybe I should memorize it again -wouldn't hurt!

Many of you remember those days and will want to share your reminiscences.
Others, too young to remember, will enjoy hearing firsthand accounts. Be sure to
come to the Bartholomew Room at the Civic Center on Tuesday, October 12, at 2
p.m. Everyone is welcome -- bring a friend and enjoy the discussion. Light refreshments will be served.
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A Warm Welcome
to New Members and Regret
for Some Losses

by Carla Hill, Director
We have had a very busy summer at the museum. The Junior Membership
program was successful, and many families came to the museum as part of the
Passport Program.
With plans for the museum addition well underway, Chris Winter and I will begin working on many other projects at the museum.
• The caboose has been repaired and repainted and is now caboose red.
• We are working on the new railroad exhibit, which will be located on the main
floor of the museum.
• Marilyn Robinson and I have been selecting many new items that will be featured in the museum gift shop. Some of the items will be available for Christmas.
• I am working on the production of a new brochure for the museum, which is
badly needed.
As I mentioned in the last newsletter Dorothy Hanson, Helen Anderson and
Marilyn Phelps have decided to retire from their weekly job of cataloging the
museum artifacts, but on a happier note Marge Holbrook is considering taking on
the job. We really need someone to work with Marge. If you would like to help or
know someone who would like to take on this job, please give me a call or let
someone from the Historical Society Board know.
This year the museum volunteer trip took place on September 24. Volunteers
traveled downtown to the Chicago Historical Museum to view the exhibit "Go
West" which features one of our own model windmills and some of our salesman
sample cards. We were very excited that a couple of our artifacts were chosen,
and we wanted the volunteers to have a chance to view the exhibit. We also made
a stop at Navy Pier. The museum is very fortunate to have such a wonderful
group of volunteers who have given so freely of their time. If you aren't currently a
volunteer butwould be interested in becoming one, call Kathy Fairbairn at 4069041.

Two

Since the last issue, Sally Kaulas
of Wilmette, Illinois, has joined the
Society as a Life Member. Other new
members (from Batavia unless otherwise noted) include: Mark and Terry
Allen
family,
Diane
Applehoff
(Bloomington,
Illinois),
Frances
Bishop (Markham, Illinois), Margaret
Hassler McGinnis (Fredicksburg, Virginia), Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jensen,
Donald K. and Joan Johnson, Alisha
Langford (Junior Member), Jeanne
Veatch, P. Lund, William Pinner, Mr.
and Mrs. Frank M. Hassler (Hinckley,
Illinois ), Duane and Shirley Bartelt
(Polo, Illinois), David Brigham (Boulder, Colorado), M.S. Bast (Tempe, Arizona), and Joseph and Bonnie
Schramer (Desert Hot Springs, California).
We welcome these new members
and look forward to their participation
in the activities of the society.
We regret to report the death of
Charles Hoag, a charter and Life
Member of the Society; Erma Helen
Feuerborn,
a long-time
at ~.
the
Depot Museum;
andvolunteer
new mem-Yber Margaret Hassler McGinnis.

SWEDES COME TO BATAVIA
by Elliott Lundberg

On a hot summer day in the mid
1920s two young Swedes named
Carl Flingstrom and Axel Thoren
from Veddige came to America and
found their way to the corner of First
Street and Jefferson
Street in
Batavia. They sat down, either to
rest from the heat or to guess which
way on Jefferson Street they should
go. They were dressed in heavy
wool suits and carried suitcases.
It was noontime and my aunt,
Freda Lundberg, saw them on her
way home to lunch from the U.S.
Wind Engine and Pump Company
where she worked. My mother,
Svea Lundberg, was at her motherin-law's that day when Freda arrived for lunch and told her mother
that she thought her two new
boarders were down at the corner.
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So Svea walked down to the corner,
greeted Carl and Axel in Swedish and
guided them to 15 South Jefferson.
Years later Carl Flingstrom told me
about his first day in Batavia, beginning with my mother being the first
person he met in Batavia. After lunch,
Martha Lundberg told the boys that
they needed some new clothes and
she sent them down to Jules Morris'
store on East Wilson Street At the time
men were digging ditches on Wilson
Street for the sewer lines; Carl says
that he and Axel couldn't understand
why the men stared at them as they
walked down the street in the sweltering heat, dressed up in their heavy
woolen suits - two pure "green
Swedes."
When they arrived at the store,
Jules Morris waited on them. Mr. Mor-

ris was Jewish but he spoke the language - Swedish. They told him
their needs, and he asked them
where they were staying. This apparently established their credit. He
helped them with their purchases,
and on completion he invited them
to go with him across the street
where he bought them each an ice
cream soda. Carl said that nothing
in his life to that time ever tasted so
good as the day was also the hottest he had ever experienced.
Then Jules Morris asked them if
they had a job, which they did not.
So he got on the phone and arranged jobs for them in a local factory, telling them where and when
to report for work. I imagine they
went
back
Jules
Morris when they •. ~
needed
to to
shop
again.
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A Walk Around Batavia in 1875

continuedfromp.4

(Picture 16) H.K. Wolcott House

,
~

vantage of "Honey Bee" Way and his
bees and a big gang of small boys.
C.w. Shumway lived at the southwest corner of Elm and Batavia Avenue. A block away on Union Avenue
was the home of J.P. Prindle. Across
the street south (now the Lincoln
Courts) was the home of H.K. Wolcott
(Picture 16), which occupied a square
block. At the west end of Union Avenue stood Bellevue Sanitarium. Kitty
corner northeast was the Holbrook
family home (Picture 17). East of that
was Seymour Wolcott's home (Picture
18). The J.O. McCleland home was on
the northeast corner of Jefferson and
Union.
Beginning at the northeast corner
of Walnut Street and Batavia Avenue
and extending southwest to Morton
the B"atavia Historian

Street was a large swale. Beyond that,
near the C.B. & Q. tracks, was a berry
patch -- strawberries and raspberries
-- owned by Dr. H.H. Williams. We boys
frequently picked strawberries there.
South of Walnut Street, there was
nothing but woods until the home of
Judge Lockwood (across from the
cemetery - Picture 19). North of the
cemetery was the Coffin stone house
(now "Stone Manor"). Next was the
home of Nelson Wolcott, which was
later moved to Blaine Street. There
were two houses north of that. The
Episcopal rectory was on the southeast corner of Union and Batavia Avenues. Across Union north was the
home of Charles Norris, partner of
Hiram Doty in the wooden pump
manufactory. At Elm Street was the

Brown home, where two large wooden
ducks became landmarks in the front
yard.
Continuing north, there was the
home of John Burnett. There were
vacant lots where the Episcopal
Church stands. Evidently church construction was contemplated as there
was a grassed-over open basement
which we kids used as our rendezvous
to start such games as blank-a-li-Io,
run-sheep-run, etc. There were two
houses on Main Street east of the
church, one the home of Samuel Wilson, and the other, on the corner of
Water Street, was the home of Joseph
Whipple, longtime sheriff of Kane
County.
Continued on p. 8
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A Walk Around Batavia in 1875
On the northeast corner of Batavia
Avenue and Main Street was the
greenhouse of Dr. H.H. Williams and
his two sons. Dr. Williams was Kane
County coroner for a long time. North
of the greenhouse was a livery stable
and a blacksmith shop. The next building was a stone one owned by D.W.
Sterling and son, where they ran a
furniture and undertaking business.
Up against this stone building was a
small frame building used by Squire
Crawford as his office where he fined
drunks for getting drunk and straightened out petty law violations. At First
Street was a two-story wooden store
building where L.M. Whitney ran a
shoe store on the first floor and a
photo gallery on the second floor.
My mental journey has brought to
mind some of the old settlers such as
the Chapman brothers n Doc and
Jerry. Doc lived across the alley from
the Burtons (north of what is now
Olmstead's on Wilson). He was a veterinarian, and Jerry was a carpenter.
What Jerry couldn't fix, Doc could. He
manufactured Chapman's liniment
and Chapman's salve, which farmers
swore by as horse medicines.
Another- interesting-character -wasDr. L.M. Burroughs.
He doctored
grown-ups. If you couldn't be cured
by his little black pills, you couldn't be
cured. Dr. Garnsey, another real char-

continued from p. 7

acter, took care of the kids with sugar
pills and an occasional orange that he
would fish out of his pocket. Practically
every home had a doctor book on the
shelf and a bottle of goose oil handy - it was the days of home remedies,
once removed from the Indian herb
brew. The call for a doctor was almost
a state occasion.
Another regal character was Judge
Moore, a lawyer, with his silk hat,
Prince Albert coat, and a cane.
George Blackman lived at the poor
farm. He came to our house every
Sunday morning to get his penny from
Father so he could go to Sunday
SchooL In those days, hacks were run
to meet all of the passenger trains,
and it was nip and tuck between a Mr.
Willmarth and 1.1. Griffin to get the best
spot nearest the train to grab the customers. A hack could hold from four
to six passengers.
In the spring and fall, the pond and
the river would be dotted with row
boats manned by old Swedish men
out for fish. In those days, the river
abounded with fish of all kinds.
The old Batavia Coronet Band was
one of the best in these parts. I don't
remember their ever having uniforms.
They led all the parades, and played
on all occasions where a band was
needed.

Don't Miss
Fall Membership

the
Meeting

From Paleo Indian to Potawatomi:
Batavia I s Native American
Past
by Mary Kennedy
Batavia was founded by people of European descent in the 1830s, but
the Fox River Valley has been inhabited by America's native people for at
least 10,000 years. Learn more about the Indians who were here at the
time of white settlement and about the long sequence of Native American
cultures in this area.
Mary Kennedy is Curator of Collections at the Schingoethe Center for
Native American Cultures at Aurora University. She holds a BA from the
University of Minnesota and an MA from Washington University in St.
Louis. She has worked as an archaeologist, a researcher, and an editor of
archaeological publications before coming to the Schingoethe Center.
2:30 p.m., Sunday, October 3,1999
Civic Center, Bartholomew
Room
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
GUESTS ARE WELCOME!
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DeveLopments
Regarding the
Museum's Gustafson
Research Center
Earlier this year, we reported
that the State of Illinois had
granted
$50,000
for
the
Gustafson Research Center expansion at the Depot Museum,
estimated to cost $150,000. This
one-for two grant was contingent
on the raising of the remaining
$100,000 from other sources. The
Batavia Park District and the
Batavia Historical Society each
made a commitment of $50,000
to meet this requirement.
In August
Doug Weigand,
Batavia's representative on the
County Board, informed us that
additional money for educational
purposes was available from Elgin
riverboat funds. The Society applied for $50,000 to cover its share
of the museum expansion costs,
and this request was granted on
August 12.
At that stage it appeared that
the cost was substantially covered
and that the Society's financial
support would be limited to any
over-ru n, expected
to be
relativeley minor, and the center's
furnishing. When the two bids
were opened on September 23,
however, there was a shock -- the
lower of the two was an amount
in excess of $200,000!
The joint committee of the Society and the Park District that is
overseeing
this project has a
meeting scheduled to identify
possible economies that can be
achieved without impairing either
the appearance or the operational
efficiency of the center. After that,
the Park District's board will meet
to act on the bids -- but not until
too late for any decisions to be reported in this issue.
Members, however, can expect
the project to go forward on
schedule. Some savings will undoubtedly be found, and the final
cost to the Society will still be approximately that which was anticipated when the board made its
commitment to the project.
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Board of Directors

Meetings

AQril 6. 1999
- Elgin Community College invited the Society to participate
in their 50th anniversary celebration by placing something
in a time capsule.
It was agreed to send a copy of the
current newsletter and a copy of John Gustafson's Historic
Batavia.
The next cemetery walk will be held on September 26 and
will differ in format from the past.
It will be a walk
with a leader noting points of interest, rather than
actors portraying historical characters.
Carla reported that The Friends of the Riverwalk approved
the historical plaques for the Riverwalk proposed by the
Park District and the Historical Society and agreed to use
the same format for additional signage on the Riverwalk.
June 8. 1999
- Carla reported clearance has been received from the
Illinois Preservation Agency to proceed with plans for the
addition to the Depot Museum.
Drawings have been approved
and bids will soon be sought for the addition.
- It was agreed to name the addition the Gustafson Research
Center.
- Resignations have been received from Helen Anderson,
Dorothy Hanson, and Marilyn Phelps effective at the end of
the current year from their work filing, cataloguing, etc.
at the Museum.
They have given many years of dedicated
service.
- There was discussion on the big clock at the Museum.
It has been repaired numerous times, but runs for just a
short time following repairs.
Another attempt will be
made to fix it.

,,-------- -----------~

Batavia Historical Society
Income Statement
Second

Quarter

Ending

March 31, 1999 and Year to Date
54.00
.00
86.62
.00
5.00
788.12
143.39
26.10
91.53
438.00
1,852.90
1,936.50
Quarter
1,001.90
1,663.88
3,516.78

General Fund
Revenue
General Fund Int. Income
Dues
Donations Unrestricted
Book Sales
John G, H, B, Book Sales
Museum Sales
Gazebo Print Sales
Total Revenue

----::;./

55.90
116.39
180.24
411.86
8705
270.00
Year
1.373.53
205.12
159.53
438.00
to Date
3,61657
360.00
192.85
1.92698
1.017.28
3,07250
§J41.90
3,12533

519.38
90.12

Expense:
Security System Monitor
Postage
Meeting Expense
Newsletter Expense
Insurance
Display Material
Rent for Museum Storage
Miscellaneous Expense
Total Expense
Net Change in Fund

Special Project Fund
Revenue:
Special Fund Interest
Donations Restricted
Memorials
Kane County Grant Restricted
_ TotaLRevenue _
Expense:
Kane County Grant Expenditures
Total Expense
Net Change in Fund

2,237.76
200.00
.00
6,34500
_8,78276

4,505.95
325,00
330.00
6.345.00
- .11,50595

6,345.00
6,34500
2 437 76

6,34500
6,34500
5 160 95

Balance Sheet
March

31, 1999
Assets

Current Assets:

2,55768
13760701
38,29952

Checking Account
Certificates of Deposit
Vanguard GNMA Fund Book Value
(Market Value 39,427.34)
Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Fund
(Market Value 20,041,05)
Total Current Assets

20,196.11
198660.32
Equity

Equity:
General Fund
October 1, 1998
Increase for six months

33,787,87
3,616,57
37.404.44

March 31, 1999
Special Projects Fund
October 1, 1998
Increase for six months
March 31, 1999
Total Equity

156,094,93
5,160.95
161,25588
198660.32

The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis and are subject to adjustment upon completion
of the annual audit. The Special Project Fund consists of all single monetary donations specifically designated for said Fund.
Expenditures from this Fund shall be for non-recurring expenses related to projects not customarily part of the operating
expenses of the Society

~

Swanson True Value Hardware
of the store. With his involvement in
the U.S. Wind Engine and later the
~

".::hallengecompanies, he had worked
with many of the people who later became his customers and voted for him
when he ran for mayor. This relationship was revealed in the many comments his sons received from people
who came in during the final days of
the store's operation.
Until the late 1970s, Swanson's offered credit to as many as 1,200 customers. In all its years of doing business in Batavia, very few checks
bounced and there were hardly any
bad debts. This was particularly true
with respect to the black community,
with which the store enjoyed a great
business relationship. When interest
rates skyrocketed in the late 1970s
and the early 1980s, however,
Swanson's found it necessary to discontinue credit except to business

customers. The fact that credit cards
had become common by then made
the change easy.
Wayne enjoyed Colorado when in
school, and eventually Dennis, too,
decided that it was a great place to
live. They live in Steamboat Springs,
which boasted 5,000 residents when
they moved there and now has 7,000.
Their stores out there are like the
Batavia store, with free popcorn and
a small-town feel.
The decision to close the Batavia
store, which was not easy, was based
on several factors, chief among which
was the planned bridge rebuilding -not the competition from Menard's and
Home Depot as some may have suspected. Although those large stores
did affect business, that alone would
not have forced them to sell. Wayne
is now 64 and Dennis is 60, and neither of them felt the need to battle the

Continued from p. 2

problems that would surely arise in the
next few years, especially when they
lived over a thousand miles away. In
answer to the question why they did
not sell the business rather than closing the store, they said that the difficulty a buyer would have securing financing in view of increased competition and the bridge rebuilding made
it more viable to sell the vacant store
building and old post office building
next door, which they also owned.
Several people, they said, have shown
interest in buying these properties.
So, after 154 years, 53 of which have
been under Swanson ownership, the
hardware store most recently known
as Swanson's True Value has closed.
There are many regrets, certainly, but
those years of service to Batavia have
left many warm memories.

Marge Rundle and the Batavia Art Fair
Marge Rundle, aged 97, has lived at the Aurora Manor nursing home for the last ten
years, but she cherishes fond memories of her many years spent in furthering the arts
in Batavia. Recently Elliott Lundberg and your editor, along with her son Joe, interviewed her to learn more about the early days of the Batavia Art Fair, which she initiated in 1957.

In 1957, Marge Rundle started what
was to become a community event,
the Batavia Art Fair, which was held
each year on the Saturday after Labor Day. She was involved in its operation for most of its life, until her
health began to fail.
Marge's sister, Jane Carlson, had
a card shop in the Hubbard Furniture
Store building, and they arranged to
hold the first show in Hubbard's basement. Bobby Phillips, a teacher at the
high school, helped from the start.
Marge and the other organizers were
successful in getting many well-known
local artists, including Joe Kren from
Batavia, Adrienne Frazier from Aurora,
and Paul
Randall
from
Warrenville, to display their work.
After a few years, the fair was
moved across Batavia Avenue to the
lawn of the library (now the Newton
House). The women of the Methodist
Church, of which Marge was an active member, helped, making coffee
for the artists and getting the men to
rarry tables and chairs from the
'-"church
to the library grounds. Mary
Ann Judd made all the arrangements.
Marge wonders how many people
The Batavia Historian

today remember Oke Pomp, a character known to all Batavians in the
1960s. He came up to her at the fair
and said, "Marge, if people don't know
anything about art, like me, they
should still come."
Eventually the show became so
large that Wilson Street was closed
between Batavia Avenue and Lincoln
Street, with displays spilling over onto
the lawns of Bethany Lutheran Church
and what is now Gammon Corners.
Then the women began bringing food
-- cakes, cookies and popcorn -- and
the Chamber of Commerce sponsored a band concert in Bethany
Lutheran. As Marge recalls, it was
wonderful fun, even when the bees
began to create a problem. And for 90
percent of the years, the sun shone.
Although Marge was not a teacher,
she was active in the arts before, during and after her involvement in the
art fair. For many years, she and her
long-time friend, Jane Elwood, had
Saturday afternoon puppet shows at
the Methodist Church. As a rule, they
would not let children have popcorn
until after the show. Then they would
go out of doors, and the women of the

Marge Rundle
(drawing by Jose de la Cruz)
church would bring popcorn out to the
children.
Marge used to go to Mooseheart,
where she gave puppet shows for the
children in the art department, and for
thirteen years, she taught puppetry to
children at the Aurora YWCA.
Over the years, Marge has received
some of the public recognition she so
richly deserves. She was Batavia Citizen oftheYear in 1975. Then, in 1987,
she received a plaque from the Chamber of Commerce (which she has
given to the Batavia Historical Society) that pretty well says it all. It reads:
Presented to Marge Rundle for her
many years devoted to teaching arts
and crafts and for organizing the
Batavia Art Fair thirty years ago. The
citizens of Batavia thank her.
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