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The Garsson - May Connection
In 1992, John Hamilton-Dryden,
a Batavia history teacher, prepared
an interested paper, The GarssonMay Connection: An Account of
War Profiteering in Batavia, Illinois,
for a history course at Northern Illinois University. The following article is condensed from that paper,
which is available at the Batavia
Library.
During the summer of 1946, the
name of our city repeatedly hit the national headlines as a result of one of
the more sensational defense procurement scandals that arose out of World
War II. In the aftermath, three persons,
one an influential United States congressman, went to prison, and Batavia,
then with a population of 5,000, lost
almost 1,000 jobs. And it never would
have happened if Dr. Henry Garsson,
holding a tainted contract for manufacturing shells, but with no production
facilities, had not happened to meet
Allen B. Gellman, the owner of manufacturing plants but with no contract,
in a representative's Washington, D.C.,
waiting room.
Henry Garsson was a true Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde. Recognized as a bril:lnt metallurgical engineer, he claimed
'-<iegrees from both St. Lawrence and
New York universities. But he had a
seamy side; earlier bribery allegations
and a brother with whom he worked
closely, Murray Garsson, who had a

u.s. Wind Engine Factory that became Batavia Metal Products
long record of arrests and reported
association with such gangsters as
Dutch Schultz and AI Capone. He was
described as tough, crude and without manners.
In 1940 Louis Segal, of the Segal
Lock & Hardware Company, employed
Dr. Garsson as a consulting engineer,
specializing in manufacturing set-up
and reorganization. Although the employment contract specifically forbade
his negotiation of contracts on Segal
Lock's behalf, shortly before the bomb-

ing of Pearl Harbor Garsson wrote the
Chemical Warfare Service in Washington, requesting a contract to manufacture 300,000 4.2 inch chemical mortar
shells. He wrote the letter on Segal
Lock's letterhead, and the facilities he
described for manufacturing the shells
were those of Segal Lock. The company bidding for the contract, he identified as Erie Basin Metal Products, a
Segal Lock subsidiary organized under the laws of the State of New York.
Continued on p. 2
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In fact, Erie Basin Metal Products did
not exist -- but the Chemical Warfare
Service, unaware of that, issued Erie
Basin a letter of intent in January, 1942,
to manufacture 15,000 shells. Erie Basin was required to accept the order by
May 1 or lose the contract.
That was where Allen Gellman fit in.
He and his partner, Joseph Weiss,
owned and operated the Illinois Watch .
Case Company in Elgin, manufacturing
compacts and cigarette lighters, and the
U.S. Wind Engine and Pump Company
in Batavia, making farm equipment.
With the government restricting commercial production in order to allocate
material and manpower to war production, Gellman and Weiss needed a government contract to avoid closing their
factories' doors. Gellman was in Washington, without connections and lost in
the crowds of businessmen seeking war
work, when he met Dr. Garsson outside
a representative's office. When Garsson
described his requirements for the
manufacture of shells, a deal was
struck. Garsson would provide the contracts; Gellman would provide the
means to fill them.
On the day the Chemical Warfar~
Service issued Erie Basin its letter of
intent, Dr. Garsson incorporated the
company in New York. Five days later
he incorporated Erie Basin Metal Products Company of Illinois. Gellman was
give the position of president of the Illinois company, with the two Garssons
as vice presidents.
Erie Basin of Illinois then contracted
with Gellman's Illinois Watch Case
Company to rent manufacturing space
for approximately two percent of the
gross products invoiced by Erie Basin
plus $120,000 to cover reconversion
costs once the government contract
work was over. When the Chemical
Warfare Service later came to inspect
the operation, it had no idea that the
plant it was approving was not in fact
Erie Basin's. Indeed the very start-up
capital required to begin operations
came from a million dollar government
advance on the original contract.
In July, 1942, Gellman, Weiss and the
Garsson brothers incorporated Batavia
Metal Products Inc. Almost a year later,
Batavia Metal Products purchased the
real estate and personal property of the
U.S. Wind Engine and Pump Company
of Batavia, a company owned by
Gellman and Weiss. The new company
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not only performed subcontract work for
Erie Basin but ultimately obtained direct
contracts in excess of $30,000,000.
In three years Henry and Murray
Garsson, having started with no capital
of their own, would be the owners of
the Batavia Metal Products Company,
with assets valued over $800,000. From
1942 to 1945, they would be paid over
$370,000 in salaries by their network
of companies. Gellman and Weiss
would collect almost $1,000,000 in salaries during the same period. The latter
two would also make a substantial profit
in the sale of their Batavia Metal Products interest to the Garssons and would
recoup their entire investment in the Illinois Watch Case Company.
At this point, one might ask: Granted
that the contracts were illegally obtained
under false pretenses, where is any real
beef if the government obtained the war
products it contracted for, on time and
at agreed-upon prices? Was not the fact
that Erie Basin and Batavia Metal Products continued to get new contracts for
different products evidence that their
performance was satisfactory?
As eventually came to light, deliver_ ies were not on time. In February, 1943,
the Chicago Ordinance-Department
found it necessary to cut the Garssons'
contract by half. Of the ten companies
building the M66 shell fuses at that time,
Erie Basin's production record was one
of the three worst. But in spite of Erie's
poor performance, many more contracts followed. General Hammond in
the Chicago District office later testified
that Erie Basin was a slow starting, highcost producer, with inadequate facilities
and inept management. If it had been
up to him, he claimed, he would never
have dealt with the company. Even
when he turned the company down for
a contract, though, the Chicago District
Award Board would overrule him and
give the contract to Erie Basin anyway.
This is where we begin to see the
machinations of the shadowy Murray
Garsson, operating in Washington. Prior
to the war, Murray Garsson had established a relationship with the influential
Representative Andrew May, a Kentucky Democrat who chaired the House
Committee on Defense Affairs. As early
as April, 1941, Murray Garsson had received a $5,000 loan, which he never
repaid, on a note signed by Andrew
May. Because of his position, the eightterm congressman was in a key posi~ ...

tion to pressure the War Department on
behalf of the Garssons n and he did so, --'
time and again. And he was not even'~
subtle in applying pressure: one colonel informed his superiors that Dr.
Garsson "uses Congressman May considerably, and Congressman May goes
beyond the limits of propriety in getting
things done ... Garsson has quite a
sizable contract over there and he's one
of the high priced producers and yet
whenever we do anything to him quite
a fuss is made." It was May who even
pressured the War Department to award
the coveted "E" Award to Batavia Metal
Products in spite of the fact that the
company was not meeting production
schedules.
Representative May got at least a
major part of his payoff -- and that is
clearly what it was -- in the Cumberland
Lumber Company scam. Claiming that
Batavia Metal Products and the Challenge Company (another Batavia enterprise that had become a Garsson interest) needed a reliable source of lumber
for shell boxes and tent poles, a
Garsson representative made inquiry of
May. May responded that he knew of
an excellent stand of lumber in his owrl~~
district in Kentucky and that he woulQ~
expedite the deal. Through a transfer
to May of $10,000 charged against
Garsson's personal account with Erie
Basin, Cumberland Lumber Company
was formed, with Dr. Garsson as President and Mayas the registered Washington agent. No stock was ever issued,
nor was any lumber ever cut. But money
continued flowing into Cumberland, and
hence to May. A paper trail of almost
$50,000 ultimately led to Representative May.
While May was the principal recipient of the Garssons' largesse, they did
not neglect those in other positions who
could help them. It later turned out that
a civilian consultant for the Chemical
Warfare Service, responsible for handling millions of dollars worth of contracts, was on the Garssons' payroll for
$20,000 a year. The Garssons' Washington office was generous to general
officers who had been helpful -- a silver
vanity case here, another vanity case
there, and a case of liquor somewhere
else. Even the name of then Senator,
later Vice President, Alben W. Barkle~~~~
came into the picture. He promised tc;:::;l
Continued on p. 3
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The Challenge Company ... and Its People
Persona.l Reminiscences

by Elliott Lundberg
In the last issue, Elliott filled us
in on his background with the
Challenge and introduced us to
some of the Batavians
who
worked there in the 1930s. We
conclude his recollections -- with
names that will be familiar to many
of our readers -- in this issue.
The area between the rows of buildings on the east and west sides was
referred to as the Yard. The spur of the
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad ran
up the middle of the Yard from the
south. Joe Hermes was the foreman of
the Yard. Movement of parts and equipment between departments
was
handled by hand trucks, and of course,
railroad cars were loaded in the Yard.
The row of buildings on the west side

Challenge Foundry Workers - 1935 (Identification
Museum)

of those pictured available at Depot
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help expedite the release that would
permit the Garssons to convert from war
~manufacturing
to commercial manufacturing at the end of the war. One person close to the situation, while not alleging any sort of payoff, did note that
Barkley's son, who had been employed
by the Garssons, did not get his job on
any merits of his own!
Much of this came out in the investigations that followed the end of the war.
While the government had been willing
to pay whatever was necessary for desperately needed material during the
conflict, it began to question some of
the payments after the war was over.
Besides the corruption outlined above,
the government began to get into the
allegedly excessive salaries paid and
the subcontracting duplications of overhead, all of which were included in the
claimed production costs for which the
Garssons had been compensated. It
was found that the government had
even been billed for $19,000 of "gifts."
In July, 1946, the Senate Committee
on Defense Affairs (the counterpart of
May's House Committee) called for
hearings on the Garsson companies.
Eventually, the Justice Department,
~
with the help of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation,
took over, and the
Garssons and May were indicted on
The Batavia Historian
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war-bribery charges. With such government witnesses as Generals George C.
Marshall and Dwight D. Eisenhower
and Secretary of War Robert Patterson,
the final record ran to 6,000 pages. At
one point the presiding judge quipped,
"We ought to have a conveyor belt for
the evidence."
The jury found the Garssons and May
guilty of conspiracy to defraud the government and war-bribery. They were
sentenced to Federal prison for terms
of eight months to two years. By this
time the Garssons were broke since
their companies had been forced into
bankruptcy when the War Department
reclaimed excess profits.
As for Batavia, the bankruptcies of
the Garsson companies shut down the
industrial complex they had put together
-- just as the conversion to peacetime
work was getting underway (see Elliott
Lundberg's relevant comments in the
story on the Challenge Company that
concludes in this issue). And the 1,000
jobs mentioned earlier were permanently lost.
As an interested footnote, the late
Arthur Swanson, who had been production manager at Batavia Metal Products, said that Dr. Garsson had called
him after he got out of prison and asked
if he would be well received if he came

back to Batavia. Swanson told him that
he did not think it would be a good idea,
and nothing more was ever heard from
Dr. Garsson.

Society Loses Members
Through Death
Since the issuance of the July 1996
newsletter, the Society has lost the following members through death (date
of initial membership and any offices
held shown in parentheses):
Herbert Carlson (1968; Treasurer);
Mary (Mrs. A.B.) Chapman (Life member) -- see her brief story of her life in
this issue; Pauline Faeth (1981); Helen
(Gift)
Johnson
(1961);
Miriam
Johnson (Charter/Life member, first
Secretary, Vice President, and longtime Trustee) -- a story about her when
she moved to her niece's home appeared in the last issue; and Carl
Wicklund (Honorary member).
We may occasionally miss learning
of a member's death and would appreciate having any omissions called
to our attention so that we can make
corrections. This information is particularly important for our many outof-town members.

Page3'

The Challenge Company ... and Its People
of the Yard backed up to the Fox River.
The north end of the buildings had
some different uses, one of which was
the grinding and chipping or cleaning
up of the castings from the previous
day's foundry production. Also in this
area was the Pump Room, Ed Miller
being the foreman, aided by Charley
Sloggett and Ed Apps - some more interesting old timers. The hand pumps
were produced here.
The Machine Shop was located in
the lower level of the building adjoining to the south, and was somewhat
below ground level. Emil Kalis was
foreman of the Machine Shop, where
machining of the castings for use in
the windmills was done. Windmill
heads were also assembled here, and
windmill towers were made here. Also,
the Paint Department was located
here. The Machine Shop was large,
though not as large as the Foundry. I
remember Luke Montgomery and his
brother, Del Montgomery, worked
here. At the time I thought they were
in their 80s, but though they were old,
they were probably not that old. They
performed relatively simple tasks. I
always thought that they were probably kept on because of their years of
service. This was probably true - So-

cial Security was only a year or two
old. I believe the old companies had
hearts in their dealing with their employees - they sure didn't have much
money.
The second floor above the Machine
Shop was not as large an area as the
lower floor. J. August Lund was Master Mechanic (Chief Engineer) and his
office was here, together with toolmakers Arvid Soderholm, Henry Senft and
Axel Anderson. Werner "Pickles"
Phanenbecker worked here also and
was the pattern maker for the patterns
used in the Foundry. AI Hermes was
the Superintendent of the plant and
had his office here, and Electrician
Ture Andrews and Maintenance Man
Arvid Johnson also worked out of here.
The Stockroom was located on the
north side of the second floor, and
Frank Anderson was the man here,
where parts of all kinds were kept, including parts and supplies for dealer
and farmer customers.
The third floor of this building contained the Office, which was just as old
fashioned as the rest of the plant. Entrance from the street to the office was
from a doorway on River Street, a stairway to a walkway which crossed over
the Yard to reach the Office. There was

Depot Museum Happenings
The fall has been a very busy time
at the museum. We have started to see
some of the third grade classes as they
start the Batavia History unit, and a
couple of scout groups that are working on their "community badges."
The fall museum volunteer trip, on
October 23, to the Lee Rollo museum
in Shabbona and the Elwood House
in DeKalb was well attended, and everyone had a good time despite the
weather.
All of the painting is now complete
with the exception of the caboose. A
new roof and a few other minor repairs
on the caboose have been finished in
anticipation of the final work and paint
that will be done in the spring.
The museum volunteer Christmas
party was held on December 5, and
was a great success with 56 volunteers
in attendance -- again despite the bad
weather. (There must be something
about the volunteer events that causes
a weather change!) A catered lunch
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was served, and the participants were
entertained by "Regis and Ms T," a local duet that put on a wonderful Christmas show. All of the volunteers received the 1996 Christmas ornament
as a gift for their dedication to the museum.
We now have a new alarm system
installed at the museum, which includes badly needed smoke and heat
detectors. The safety of our collection,
which continues to grow in size and
value, is very important.
While the museum is closed for the
winter season, Chris Winter and I hope
to continue working on the upstairs
storage area, and we will be making
some additions and repairs to our exhibit areas.
As I close, I want to thank all of the
dedicated volunteers and Society
Board members for their continued
support in 1996 and look forward to
another successful year in 1997.
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a small glassed-in waiting area with a
bench. Hazel O'Boyle was the receptionist and telephone operator, as well
as having other duties. Frank Snow,
the President, had a private office in
the northwest corner, and there were
two glassed-in offices, one of which
Alan Larson used. The rest of the of-

'd
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fice force had desks throughout the
room. It was a good group of people
and it was really a wonderful experience to have worked with these men,
many of them 30 or 40 years older than
I was.
The next building to the south of the
Machine Shop was a somewhat newer
building in which were the Shipping
Department, the Foreign Packing Department and some warehousing, all
on the first floor. Ray Feldman was the
Shipping Clerk, aided by Howard
Engstrom. Hal Miller was the foreman
of the Foreign Packing. Asher High,
father of Fern Anderson, worked here
- a different name.
Lest it be thought that the many
Swedes predominated, though there
were many, there were quite a few others. AI Hermes was Superintendent,
brother Nick was foreman of the Core .~
Room, brother Joe was Yard foreman,
brother Matt worked in the Steel Tank
Room and brother Joe also worked in
the Core Room. Hal Miller was foreman of the Foreign Packing, brother
Ed was foreman of the Pump Room
and brother Bill was truck driver. Then
there were Phanenbecker,
Maves,
Kielion, Kline, Stroebel, Thrun, Kalis,
Doty, Hambel, Danielak, Schielke,
Miller, Krause, Cronk, Seeley, Uberle,
Stone, Bortner, McCurdy, Kouzes,
Nurnberg, Rasimaucus, Regelbrugge,
Milroy, Hansford, Tornberg, Gebes,
Shipman,
Schroeder,
Brookings,
Chapps, Hoovey, Treest, Batey, Read,
Cook, Ahrens, Rudd, Bricher, Cleland,
Krieger, Fry, Ernzen, Harker, Buckner,
Thomle, Hall, Lewis, and others. Come
to think of it, maybe there weren't so
many Swedes. Perhaps I should list
all the Swedes.
On the second floor above the Shipping was the Gas Engine Room of
which Walter Stone was the foreman,
a real fine man. There were probably
half a dozen employees, and at this (
time I don't believe they were still~
Continued on p. 7
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My Biography

- Mary B. Chapman

"Always a Batavia Girl in My Heart"
1906 - 1996
Mary B. Chapman, a descendant

of the

Batavia pioneer Van Nortwick and Burton
families, died September 29, 1996, leaving
the Batavia Historical Society nine paintings
and a music box with an appraisal value of
$17,000. Among her papers, Robert O. and
Lucy Anderson found the following autobiography that Mrs. Chapman had written not
long before her death. The Andersons, who
made this available to The Batavia Historian for publication, surmised that she may
have even had the Historian in mind when
she wrote this brief story of her life.

I was born September 8, 1906, to
Mr. and Mrs. John Van Nortwick Burton at 25 N. Batavia Avenue. My father, known as Van, was the son of
Mary Ellen Van Nortwick, daughter of
the industrialist John Van Nortwick, and
Amos Burton, the son of Joseph Bur-

ton of Wakefield, England, who came
to Chicago to build a department store.
Because Mrs. Joseph Burton did not
like Chicago, they moved to Batavia
where there was activity in the stone
quarries. My mother, Blanche Walt was
the daughter of Henry and Laura Walt.
Henry Walt had a lumber yard and built
the Walt Block on east Wilson Street.
Laura came from Elgin as a seamstress to sew for the ladies.
I attended the Grace McWayne
school and middle westside school. My
first year of high school was in the then
new building on the corner of Wilson
Street and Batavia Avenue. At that time
I was fifteen years old and, because I
was an only child, my parents decided
to send me to boarding school where I
would have the experience of sharing
with children my own age. I was sent
to The Principia in St. Louis, Missouri.

BATAVIANS I HAVE KNOWN - Stanley A. Johnson
by Elliott Lundberg
~

Not long after the TITANIC was sunk
on April 14, 1912, 15-year old Stanley
Johnson sailed for the United States,
accompanied by his grandfather.
When the ship arrived at a point near
where the TITANIC had sunk, it
slowed. All passengers had been invited to be on deck for a memorial service during which Mrs. John Jacob
Astor, who had survived the sinking,
threw a wreath of flowers on the ocean
in memory of her husband, who had
not. After the service, Mrs. Astor
greeted passengers and kissed the
young children. Stanley thereafter proclaimed with pride that he had been
kissed by Mrs. Astor, one of the
wealthiest women in the country at the
time.
Stanley was born February 18,
1897, in Yorkshire, England. When he
arrived in Batavia, he resided with his
uncle, Edouard Coreay. Mr. Coreay
found a job for Stanley as an office boy
at his place of employment,
the
Appleton Manufacturing
Company.
Stanley started at the salary of 5 cents
.
an hour, $2.00 a week for a 40 hour
\...1.1 week, although at that time he probably worked longer than 40 hours. It
didn't take Stanley long to find out his
The Batavia Historian'

salary was not sufficient to support
much of a lifestyle. He approached Mr.
Hobler, the office manager, and advised that he just couldn't get along on
5 cents an hour. Mr. Hobler took this
request under advisement. In Stanley's
next pay envelope, he found that his
salary had been increased to 8 cents
an hour, $3.20 for a 40 hour week, or
a 60 percent increase. Stanley often
referred to this as the biggest raise he
ever received.
Including his time of service in the
U.S. Army during World War I, Stanley
worked at the Appleton for 25 years or
more. He then worked at the Burgess
Norton Manufacturing
Company in
Geneva until retirement. He was finance officer of the Batavia Post #504,
American Legion, for over 50 years. He
was married to Hattie Swan for many
years, and he nursed Hattie at home
for some years before her death.
After her death, he lived a number of
years at their house at 720 Houston
Street, where he escorted neighborhood children to school and generally
managed the affairs of the neighborhood.
Stanley A. Johnson died July 5,
1989, at the age of 92.

I won a music scholarship and graduated at seventeen. The next two years
I studied the organ at the Sherwood
Music School in Chicago. I played the
organ in the Congregational Church of
Batavia and gave piano lessons.
Mrs. Raftery invited me to work for
The Little Traveler shop in Geneva. It
was a thrilling experience because I
bought for the shop in Chicago and
New York and went to Europe with Mrs.
Raftery.
In 1936 I married Reginald B.
Chapman of Aurora. He was a chemical engineer and worked for the American Well Works.
In 1937, the depth of the depression,
my father died leaving me a farm on
west Main Street. My husband lost his
job when the Well Works went bankrupt and closed. He had spend summers on farms as a teenager. Therefore, we decided to become farmers
on my farm. It was quite a job for both
of us. With the help of friends and
neighbors, we made a go of it. After
ten years it was time to retire. I let the
county have my thirty-nine acres of
woods next to Nelson Lake. We named
it "The Burton Wildlife Preserve" in
memory of my father. People may
study birds and plant life, but no parties or picnics are allowed.
After thirty happy years, I lost my
husband. He died in 1966. I am a
widow and still live in the house we
bought at 717 Peck Road in Geneva.
However, I shall always remain a
Batavia girl in my heart.

Dues Are Due -Please Help!
If you did not pay your
1997 dues either at the
December meeting or by
mail, we would appreciate
your sending them in with
the notice on the outside of
this newsletter. We want to
keep up the record-setting
pace that we established in
1996.
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A Park Name Batavia Has Restored-And a Park That Batavia Doesn't Have!
"Park District revives Laurelwood
Park name" -- a headline in the December 12, 1996 Windmill Herald. The
accompanying
story described the
restoration of a bit of community history when the Batavia Park District
recently adopted that name for the
area adjacent to the Boat Club, following a presentation
by Steve
Lusted, a member of our Society.
In 1893, the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad constructed a line
from Geneva to Batavia along the east
side of the Fox River. Finding that it
had a number of idle cars on Sunday,
the management saw an opportunity
and constructed
a resort named
Laurelwood on a 30-acre wooded site
on north River and Logan streets. The
park boasted a dance pavilion, dining
facilities, an ice cream parlor, and a
variety of other attractions. The project
was immediately successful, attracting thousands for such events as the
Odd Fellows of Chicago picnic. On
June 25, 1899, the Swedish National
Association hosted a mid-summer
festival that drew more than 20,000
people.
It all ended when a fire of unknown
origin destroyed the grandstand

and

other buildings on July 10, 1901. Because of competition from other parks
including Mill Creek and Riverview,
Laurelwood Park never reopened. But
now, thanks to Steve Lusted and the
Park District, Batavia again has the
name on the old park.
Unfortunately,
a park that Joel
McKee offered Batavia never got that
far. As described in a July 9, 1925,
Herald article that Jim Hanson brought
to our attention, McKee tendered the
deed of about seven acres of land
opposite his home (located at what is
now 345 North Batavia Avenue) to the
Park Board to be used as a public
park. The land offered had a 700 foot
frontage on Batavia Avenue, extending east to the river. Intended partially
as a memorial to his pioneer Batavia
parents, McKee's offer included several restrictions; apparently the most
troublesome
of these to the Park
Board was a requirement that $500 a
year should be expended in policing,
improving or other upkeep of the premises.
An August 8, 1925 report stated that
the Park Board had turned down the
offer because it felt that it could not
make the financial commitment!

More New Members
Since the July issue, we have added a number of new Society members. We
welcome the following persons (all from Batavia unless otherwise noted) who took
out annual individual or family memberships through the end of the year: Barbara
C. Balfour, Jeanne E. Bernhardt, Gust and Mary Flodstrom, Arn and Susan
Johnson, Melvin Johnson, Janet P. McGurn, Mary F. Muntz, M.S. Pierson, Ed
Reeder (Aurora), Gerald Schramer (Bellingham, WA), Jacqueline Shanahan
(Sugar Grove), Dick Shewalter (St. Charles), Nancy E. Springborn
Randak
(Thousand Oaks, CA), JoAnn Stevens, William F. Springborn (Leland), Duane
& Ellen Stone, Clayton Totz (Geneva) and Joyce M. Zahay.
In addition, the following persons, all from Batavia, have become Life Members:
Robert B. O'Connor, Michael A. Krischler and Mrs. Robert Wormwood.
In recent months, several persons have given memberships to their children or
friends who no longer live in Batayia. This is a thoughtful, and inexpensive, way to
help these persons maintain old ties. You might want to consider doing this for
someone you know.
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Pot-Luck, Entertainment
and Election of Officers
at Christmas

IIV

General Meeting
Patricia Will
Vice-President and Program Chair

Our general meeting and
pot-luck dinner was held on
Sunday, December 1, at
Bethany Lutheran Church.
Even though Old Man Winter
had reared his ugly head,
close to 90 members turned
out for this annual event.
Following dinner the following members were elected to
office at the business meeting:
Bert and Ruth Johnson
- Co-Presidents
Kathryn Fairbairn
- Recording Secretary
Jerry Harris
- Treasurer
Bill Hall and Marilyn Robinson
- Directors
Continuing their terms in
office were:

II.."J;

Patty Will
- Vice-President
Georgene Kauth
- Corresponding Secretary
Carole Dunn, Tim Mair and
Bill Wood
- Directors
Special thanks are due Bob
and Francine Popeck and Ray
Anderson for their years of
commitment and service.
Roger Dayton of Pedals,
Pumpers & Rolls, Ltd. provided
our entertainment. Along with
music boxes donated to the
Society by the Van Nortwick
and Chapman estates, Mr.
Dayton brought a few from his
personal collection. Each had
its unique history, but what
beautiful music came from
these fascinating pieces.
We wish you all a wondrous
New Year.

The BataviaHistorian

II~

r

Insert

for

Members

BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Unaudited
Financial
Statements
as of September 30, 1996, and for the Fiscal Year Then Ended

subject

The accompanying financial statements have been prepared
to adjustment upon completion of the audit of the annual

on the cash basis.
financial statements.

They

are

The Special Project Fund consists of all bequests and memorial
donations,
single
donations in the amount of $100 or more, and those donations specifically designated for said
Fund. Expenditures from this Fund shall be for non-recurring
expenses related to projects not
customarily part of the operating expenses of the Society and must be approved by seven votes
of the Board of Directors or by 75% of the voting members present at a called meeting of the
Society.
William D. Hall
Treasurer

BATAVIA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Unaudited
Financial
Position
September
30, 1996
Assets:
Checking account

$4,516.89
9,058.87

Money Fund
Certificates of deposit5.20% due December 21, 1996

20,819.43
20,257.65

5.10% due January 19,1997
4.78% due February 2, 1997

19,241.52

5.15% due August 13, 1997
5.27% due December 21, 1997

20,601.11
8,332.25
19,507.37

6.50% due February 7, 1998
6.00% due January 25, 1996

9,851.85
31,936.66

Vanguard Fund
Gazebo prints for resale

2.769.00

Total assets

Fund

$166.892.60

Balances:

GeneralOctober 1, 1995
Increase for year

$39,061.42
7.291.25
$46,352.67

September 30, 1996
Special projectsOctober 1, 1995
Decrease for year
September 30, 1996
Total fund balances

$124,881.33
(4.341.40)
120.539.93

r

BATAVIA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Unaudited
General Fund Results
Fiscal Years Ended September
30, 1995 and

1996
1996

1995

Receipts:
$8,160.39

Interest

793.00

Dues
Donations
Gazebo

under $100

281.10

each

1,040.00

print sales

$8,654.08
2,270.00
637.35
720.00

Book sales

363.00

358.80

Museum

283.69

390.05

sales

Total

$10.921.18

receipts

$13.030.28

D isbu rsements:
Security

system

Museum

insurance

$900.07
428.00
254.90

Newsletter
Postage
Meeting
Office

expense
supplies

Display
Books
Cost

of prints

Windmillers

Trade

Dues, fees,

and miscellaneous

Total
Increase

464.46

438.45

91.88

96.13

461.50

sold
Fair

0.00

support

683.07

$3.934.34

disbursements
(decrease)

in

fund

balance

1,452.85
461.63

0.00

for resale

428.00

199.27

451.19

material

$1,102.71

14.91
490.00
319.50
293.35
641.50

$5.739.03

$7.291.25

~ BATAVIA

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Special Fund Results
Years Ended September
30, 1995 and

'-> Unaudited
Fiscal

1996
1 996

1995

Receipts:
DonationsCity fo Batavia
George and Erdene Peck
Larson-Becker Co.
Batavia River Walk Committee
Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc.
Batavia Park District
Daniel Racz Family
Browning-Ferris Industries
Furnas Foundation
Arthur Swanson Family
Ruble Family
Arlene Nick Family
Kent Shodeen
Anonymous
MemorialsJohn Coleman
Martha May Lundberg
Violet Maulding Porter
Total receipts

$600.00
100.00
100.00
6,575.00
500.00
2,000.00
100.00
2,500.00
500.00
10,000.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

$0.00
100.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
5,000.00
100.00
1,200.00
1,000.00
100.00

92.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
330.00
50.00

$23.067.00

$7.880.00

$32,097.50
0.00
0.00
0.00

$6,001.40
2,120.00
1,500.00
2.600.00

Disbursements:
Windmills and related costs
Museum sign
Restoration of Van Nortwick music box
Videotape of Windmillers Trade Fair
Total disbursements
Decrease

in fund

balance

$32.097.50

$12.221.40

($9.030.50)

($4.341.4°t

Highlights

of

October

Board
24,

Meetings
1996

Approved
historical
plaque
for Bill Huber's
street.
This home appears on 1869 map.

home

Received. report
history book.

of

Approved

of Marilyn

purchase

of new

Robinson

alarm

on

status

Approved
financial
statements
1996, subject to satisfactory

update

321

Spring

of

Batavia

system.

Informed
that Carla Hill has acquired a
property at State and Prairie for additional

December

at

17,

room at Park
museum storage.

Di strict

1996

for fiscal
completion

year ended
of financial

September
audit.

30,
/'

Approved

historical

plaque

for Joe Marconi

Informed that an appraisal had been received
Historical Society by Mary Chapman.

for Anderson

Block.

for property

left

to

the

Authorized
Marilyn Robinson
to preserve
some of World War I I
memoirs prepared by Batavia High School students in booklet form.
Discussed
Directed
laws.

need

for review

President

Set next meeting

to

of

Society's

insurance

appoint

a

committee

for February

4,

1997.

to

coverage.
review

Society's

by-
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United Methodist Church of Batavia
Its First 1.60 Years
This is the second in a series of histories of Batavia's churches. For the
United Methodist church of Batavia's
sesquicentennial celebration in 1986,
Lydia Jeane Stafney prepared a fascinating 46-page history. That history
provides most of the information that
appears in this article about happenings prior to 1986. Anyone who has
an opportunity would find it worthwhile
and enjoyable to read the entire history, which mentions names of many
persons who are an important part of
Batavia's history.

In 1836, newly arrived Methodists
in the Fox River Valley organized a
church in the home of William Van
Nortwick -- the first religious organization within the present city limits. It
continued to meet in the Van Nortwick
home until 1852 when the growing
congregation built its first church. Although there have been several
changes over the past 160 years in the
name of the church now located a 7
North Batavia Avenue, and of the de,,\
)omination
to which
it belongs,
~United
Methodist
Church
of Bataviathe
is

a direct descendant of that simple beginning.
Although knowledge about developments in the church to 1844 is limited,
some of the Quarterly Conference
record books make interesting reading. Misdemeanors within a congregation were quickly and severely punished by the local church, with the
Quarterly Conference as the final
judge of the accusation and the punishment. In 1844, for example, Lucy
Sibly was charged with two counts:
first, "Evil Speaking," and second, "Immorality" in making false statements.
Mr. Sibly was called and agreed that
his wife talked too much, for which he
had reprimanded her but to no avail - but he said she was not the only tattler. Be that as it may, the church
Council agreed that Mrs. Sibly was a
troublemaker and expelled her. The
Quarterly Conference failed to act
upon the appeal.
The first Board of Trustees in the
1850s included C. H. Brown, William
Van Nortwick, Benjamin Smith, F .H.
Warner, and H. Hoyt. Levi Newton, father of Don Carlos Newton, was a
steward, and James Rockwell served

as Sunday School Superintendent.
The Sunday School, which seemed to
be the center of the church work, reported an average attendance of 85.
In 1852 the congregation erected its
first church building, a native limestone, two-story, Greek Revival structure1, at a cost of $5,141. This sum
was partially raised by subscription, but
an indebtedness of $1,700 that had
not been provided for reportedly
caused the trustees considerable concern for a number of years. Soon after
the building's completion the congregation, which had been served by a
series of itinerant and part-time ministers, was eager to have a full-time pastor. The Rev. E. H. Gammon was appointed, with an annual salary of
$560.90 (it is not evident how this odd
amount came into being). He served
for only one year before being appointed presiding elder ( a position now
known as district superintendent) -- but
more about him later when he played
an even larger part in the life of the
Batavia church ..
In 1857 the furnace in the new
church was removed because it did not
Continued on p. 8

The Challenge Company ... and Its People

~

manufacturing gas engines. This was
another machine shop, but I don't remember exactly what parts they machined.
The Hoop Room was located in the
building at the south end of the west
side buildings. Adolph "Snus" Erickson
was the foreman and had a small force.
In addition to the hoops for the wood
tanks I believe they also made the steel
towers which were used to support the
wood water tanks.
The steel towers and the wood tanks
were erected on location. The parts
were shipped to the location, and construction crews from the Challenge
were sent to erect the tanks and towers. Harry "Pawnee" Redborg, David
"Gam" Anderson and Eric Coleman
were the erectors in the early 40s.
Another building was the wooden
warehouse built on piers over the river.
This building burned down a number
The Batavia Historian

'"

of years ago as noted below, but the
piers are still there (1996).
I'm sure there were plenty of problems
among employees at the Challenge
Company before the war as with any
company. However, I remember it as one
of the best places I ever worked as far
as the people and their helpfulness and
trying to get along with each other and
make the best of some tough times.
After the war I went back to work at
the Challenge Company, which had
been acquired
by the infamous
Garsson brothers. In early 1946 Art
Swanson, then manager of the Challenge Company, announced that accumulated back orders from the war
years were to be canceled. The powers that be had decided to go into mass
production of the windmill for sale in
foreign countries where demand would
be great in the aftermath of World War
II. When I left the company shortly af-

Continued from p. 4

ter this, the old warehouse over the
river, which later burned, was full of
assembled windmill heads awaiting
completion of the wheels and vanes.
To my knowledge none of these were
ever shipped as the United States Government closed down the Batavia
Metal Products and the Challenge
Company and brought an end to the
Garssons' enterprise and windmills in
Batavia.
With the great built-up demand for
products of all kinds after the end of
World War II and the Depression, loften wonder what the impact of the closing of the U.S. (Batavia Metal Products)
and the Challenge in 1946 was on
Batavia. To remove two factories with
400 or more employees from the city
at a time when they could hardly have
helped but prosper certainly hurt the
local economy.

Page 7 .

r
I

United Methodist Church of Batavia - Its First 160 Years
Continued

from p. 7

United
Methodist
Church

Original
Methodist
Church
heat sufficiently, and stoves were provided to take its place. By this time,
the church had apparently become
prosperous enough to build a library
and to sponsor an orphan boy in India
(no mention being made of the existence or disposition of the construction
indebtedness that had concerned the
trustees five years earlier). In 1860
the children of the church sent $4.92
to help educate the orphan.
On October 18, 1864, while the Civil
War was still in process, pews were
relet. Pew #20 sold for $30 while pew
#31 rented for $10 a year, and pews
#13, #30, #46 and #48 went for $6 a
year. The basis for this pricing is unexplained, and we do not know how the
other pews were disposed of. It is inPage 8

teresting to note that pews were still
assigned after the present church was
built, as the brass numbered plate that
is still attached to the end of each pew
attests. As late as 1895, a committee
was appointed to assign pews and instructed to prepare and hang in the
vestibule a diagram showing the
names of occupants. While pews are
no longer formally assigned, it has
been noted that some people still take
a proprietary interest in their Sunday
seating arrangements.
By the 1880s as reported in a newspaper account, there had been "considerable talk among the Methodist
people, especially among those residing on the East Side of the river, about
their church not being central for the
.~

'

people who wished to attend, and a _
great many wishes were expressed
"
that one might in some way be pro_0J
vided that would meet these wants."
These wishes apparently fell on listening ears -- those of two brothers-in-law,
Rev. E. H. Gammon, the church's first
minister, and Don Carlos Newton.
After leaving Batavia and serving as
a presiding elder, Rev. Gammon had
been forced to retire from the active
ministry because a chronic bronchial
condition made public speaking difficult for him. He returned to Batavia and
entered the farm machinery business,
which made him very wealthy; he was
the owner of the large Queen Anne
house now known as Gammon Corners. Capt. Newton, who built the
house that later served as the public
library and is now called Newton
House, was the owner of the Newton
Wagon Company, one of Batavia's
leading enterprises. These two men
offered to build a church and give it to
the congregation if a suitable lot could
be obtained. Although the lot selected,
just north of the intersection of Batavia
Avenue and Wilson, may not have answered fully theit East
desire the~
fo( ~
convenience,
may Siders'
have been
most central site available and was
closer for them than the existing
church. Ground was broken in 1887,
and the new church was dedicated,
with elaborate services, in March 1888.
The formal presentation was made by
J. P. Prindle, in the name of the directors -- besides himself, D. C. Newton,
E. H. Gammon, F. K. George, H. N.
Wade, E. S. Smith, L. J. Carr, James
Mair, and D. W. Sterling. The church
was built at a cost of $35,000 -- a vast
sum for those days.
Many people have heard that the
new church was copied after one in the
south of France. This is apparently true,
at least in its general inspiration if not
in all details. In the early 1880s, Capt.
and Mrs. Newton toured Europe for
eleven months. The Batavia Historical
Society has a book that contains the
second half of his dairy and expense
account for that trip. Unfortunately the
Newtons had already been in the south
of France before this second book
started so it contains no impression~
_
of the church that he liked so much. I
.
is known, however, that he handed ove~
the plans of the French church to the
Continued

on p. 9
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United Methodist Church of Batavia man who designed

the

Batavia

~thurch,architects
S. S. Beman,
one of the lead~ng
of the country.2
The church, which has been maintained in essentially its initial form (except for the compatible addition at the
rear discussed later), was entered in
the National Register of Historic
Places on July 28, 1983. Architect
Michael A. Dixon, who helped gain its
nomination to the National Register,
wrote that it "is characterized by a
grand scale, intricate massing, dynamic contrasts, complicated three dimensionality, a richness of texture and
opulent detail. .. The integrity of total
design, from overall concept to the intricate details of the stained glass windows, pews and selection of materials can be seen at the United Methodist Church of Batavia."
The pipe organ that had been given
to the old church by Mrs. Gammon
and Mrs. Newton was moved to the
new church. At that time it was powered by the pumping of a young boy.
In 1909 the board voted to purchase
a rotary water motor; eight years later,
an electric motor was installed. This
~')rgan
served until 1952 when it be""---tame too difficult and expensive to
repair, and the church purchased an
electric Kimball organ.
In 1906 Batavia had no gymnasium, and the church's board voted
to build one behind the church. Although people laughingly referred to
this as the "cracker box gym" (the
balcony was too narrow to accommodate many spectators), it was home
to the 1912 Batavia High School basketball team that won the state championship. When the new high school
was built in 1915, it included a gymnasium, and the church gave the
equipment to the new high school.
Two years later, Hubbard
and
Johnson's bought the old gym for
$450 and attached it to their store.
Under the carpeting of the northwest
corner of Hubbard's store today, all
the old basketball markings are still
on the floor.
From its prosperous position up
through the 1920s, Batavia Methodist fell on extremely hard times when
the Great Depression of the 1930s
::::::: struck. Year by year the situation grew
~worse.
The endowment funds left to
the church were shortly cut in half and
later became worthless. The estiThe Batavia Historian

mated cost of operating the church
was $64.44 per week while pledges
received were about $50 per week.
Large sums were owed to Kahlke
Lumber and Coal Co., but fortunately
Henry Kahlke was both a generous
and a patient man. After 1933 the
church decided to have a student from
Garrett Theological
Seminary
in
Evanston serve as pastor.
With the 1940 union of three principal branches of Methodism in this
country, the combined denomination
shortened its name, and what had
been known locally as the First Methodist Episcopal church became First
Methodist Church. In that same year,
board minutes mention the arrival of
numerous newcomers, three of whom
soon became particularly active in the
church's
affairs: Carl Furnas, J.
Maynard Dixon, and George Erdman.
Carl and Leto Furnas had moved the
Furnas Electric Company from Wisconsin to Batavia and brought with
them a number of families who were
also Methodist. Coming as they did
when the war was about to start and
the Depression was ending, they gave
the church a needed financial stability and a renewed involvement in
many activities. One direct result was
the decision to employ a full-time minister rather than relying on a student
pastor as had been the case since
1933.
In 1969 came another change in the
name of the church. When the Evangelical United Brethren Church in this
country united with the Methodist
Church, the word "United" was added,
and the name of the Batavia church
became the First United Methodist
Church. Although the local E.U.B.
Church did not join the First Methodist church in Batavia, several families
came from that church to join the
United Methodist Church. Then, two
years later came another
name
change when the McKee Street
United Methodist Church, originally organized by Swedish immigrants in
1971, and the First United Methodist
Church united; with only one Methodist church in Batavia, the "First" in its
name was no longer necessary. The
McKee Street church building is now
the home of the New Life Assembly
of God in Batavia.
In 1985, looking toward the next
year's sequicentennial celebration of

Continuedfrom p. 8

the church's founding, the trustees
borrowed $45,000 to improve the exterior of the church and the grounds.
After the exterior walls were spray
cleaned with an acid and tuck pointing had been completed, everyone
was amazed to notice the various colors of the boulders -- something to
which the builder had given special
attention when he carefully selected
them, mainly from his own farm, in
1887. This, in addition to landscaping
and floodlighting, greatly enhanced
the church's outside appearance.
By this time, the church was facing
a growing need for expanded facilities.
Michael Dixon, the architect who had
earlier assisted with obtaining the
church's National Registry listing, designed a 13,000 square foot addition
at the rear that would be architecturally compatible with the existing structure and almost double the usable
space. Ground was broken for this addition on June 25, 1989, but problems
including the discovery of a buried oil
tank under the proposed building site
delayed completion. The new space,
which provided for a large meeting
hall, kitchen, and classroom and office facilities at a cost of approximately
$1,200,000, was dedicated on Easter Sunday in 1992.
With this addition, the United Methodist Church of Batavia is well positioned to continue serving the religious
needs of its growing membership for
the foreseeable future.

1When the present church was built
in 1887/8, the old church became a
school and continued as such until 1975.
In 1977, the Board of Education sold it
to an insurance agency, which tastefully
renovated it to serve as office space. The
building is located at the intersection of
First Street and Lincoln Avenue.
2Beman is best known for his work as
commissioned by George M. Pullman
in 1879 for designing the complete industrial town of Pullman, 14 miles south
of the heart of Chicago. Other Beman
designed structures include Chicago's
1889 Grand Central Station (demolished) and the 1884 Studebaker Building at 410 South Michigan Avenue in
Chicago.

Page 9

Batavia Historical Society l\1:eIllbership
1997

Name
Address

_

City

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

State

Zip

_

Dues Structure:
Individual

$5.00

Joint/Family
Junior

$1 0.00

Classroom

$5.00

Life (each)

$75.00

Mail to:
Treasurer

$1.00

Life (family)
Business or Institution

$125.00

Business or Institution Life

$100.00

Batavia Historical Society
P.O. Box 14
Batavia, Illinois 60510

$10.00

o

This membership is being given as a gift

Prompt payment of dues is appreciated!
If you would like to give a membership as a gift, send the above information and dues to the Society and indicate in the
box above that it is to be a gift. The gift membership card will be mailed to you so that you may enclose it with a personal
card or note,

O~S09 II Je~Ae+e8
al~J~J U~lasso9 2£6
uosueH sawer "SJW ~ "JW

~6G 'ON llV\J!:I3d

o ~90911 '\fI/\'vTv'8

I~

alVd

o I ~09 S!OU!III 'U!AU1ug

38'v'lSOd'S'n
'8!:10 1I.::lO!:ld-NON

vI xog ·O·d

A}apOS1~;)PO}S!H~!A~}~g

The Datavia Historian
(Batavia Jfistorica[ Society
p. o. (]3o~14
(]3atavia, Iffinois 60510

Vol. 38

No.2

April, 1997

First There \I\Iere Quarries

~.

Quarry Workers
A Batavian need not have lived here
long to know that our city was once well
known for manufacturing windmills. Indeed, we celebrated this important part
of our history by successfully hosting
the International Windmillers Trade Fair
in June 1996. But how many readers
know that a major Batavia industry before windmill manufacturing began was
quarrying the limestone that underlay
a large part of town? As the Kane
County Gazetteer of 1867 observed,
Batavia had "inexhaustible quarries of
the best limestone"; the rock taken from
the Batavia quarries, white magnesia
limestone, was highly regarded for its
wearing qualities.

The availability and exploitation
of this resource led to the nickname "Rock City." And it is why
Batavia still has so many beautiful old schools, churches, businesses, government buildings,
and homes built in the last century with this native product. Fine
examples include Calvary Episcopal Church on South Batavia Avenue, the present Batavia government center on North Island Avenue, and the old Louise White
School, now occupied by Pedals,
Pumpers & Rolls, on North Washington Avenue.
Quarrying began in 1834 when
Colonel Joseph Lyon dug limestone to line the walls of his well.
In 1842, only nine years after the
first settlers arrived in this area,
Zerez Reynolds' opened a quarry
for commercial use. At a location
on the west side that we cannot
now identify, this quarry soon developed into a substantial operation. The
1846 St. Charles Prairie Messenger reported, "Mr. Reynolds has made a wing
dam to the island, which, with an undershot wheel, carries machinery for
cutting stone for a variety of building
purposes."
By 1860 a map shows that Batavia
had at least ten quarries. William Coffin, a man active in many local enterprises, owned a quarry behind what is
now known as Stone Manor. This is
probably the same quarry that Elijah
Shumway Town, another prominent
early Batavian, had previously owned for
ten years. Town, a building contractor,

undoubtedly used stone from this source
during the 1850s in the foundation of the
Congregational Church, Stone Manor,
and Lockwood Hall, the present home
of the John Gosselins, on South Batavia
Avenue.
In 1852 James C. Derby and
Lawrence P. Barker, other early Batavia
entrepreneurs, paid $1,000, a large
sum in those days, for their first acre of
quarry land and opened operations at
the east end of Walnut Street. At some
point Derby must have dropped out
because the operation became known
as L.P. Barker and Son. Later Barker
bought five and a half more acres of
quarry land for $2,000 an acre and acquired the adjoining Coffin, Booth and
Whipple quarries.
Ultimately Barker was to become the
largest quarrying operation in Batavia,
employing from 35 to 40 men in 1887.
In that year, a tramway was installed to
elevate the stone to ground level. Some
time after 1873 a souvenir edition of
The Headlight, a publication devoted to
the interests of railroads, wrote, "The
North-Western
road has recently
placed a sidetrack which runs directly
in the [Barker] quarry, and with improved appliances for handling the
rock, the company is enabled to load
by means of derricks, direct from the
quarry onto the cars." 2 Pastor Arvid
Hokonson, a former Batavian born in
1899, who grew up on Water Street at
Union Avenue, wrote to the Chronicle
in 1983, "I used to watch the men mining the limestone. They had a number
Continued on p. 2

First There \Mere Quarries
of small cars on tracks leading down
from the railroad tracks (Northwestern). These [cars] were pulled by
horses. 3 By a system of pulleys the
cars were loaded and then a horse on
each side of the car would pull it up to
the siding by the main tracks."
Barker's quarry had the capacity to
produce 40 cords of limestone per day.
The stone was cut out in pieces from
two inches to thirty-three inches thick
and as large in height and width as
could be moved. Some of it was
crushed while the rest was dressed for
building stone. Single blocks as large
as eight to ten inches thick, nine feet
wide, and twenty feet long were
shipped to Chicago.
The first stone from the Barker
quarry went into the building of the
Chicago and Northwestern bridge in
Geneva. Later Barker supplied stone
for most of the Challenge Company
buildings, the rebuilding of Chicago
after the 1871 fire, and the initial construction of what is now Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. For the latter project, Barker had a contract to
supply 500 cords of building stone.
Farther north, next to the river at the
east end of Illinois Avenue, lay the
McKee quarry. Although the quarry
bore the name of Joel McKee, a prominent early businessman in Batavia, we
find Daniel Collins' name referred to in
its operations. 4 This is the area along
the river where the Waterford
townhouses
were recently
constructed. Collins opened his quarry
about 1850, employing from 15 to 30
men. Although the quarry had a heavy
striping, it furnished stone of an excellent quality, and Collins had the only
rubbing bed in town, operated by
steam power. In 1887, his son
Cornelius, later a Batavia mayor, took
over the management.
Other than the owners' names, we
have no early information on the four
east-side quarries that were located
between the south end of River Street
and the Burlington Northern tracks and
owned by L.S. Canfield, M. Huntly, a
man identified only as Morgan, and
William Clark (for whom Clark Island
was named). Later they became a part
of James Shannon's quarry. Shannon,
a contractor who came to Batavia
about 1860, needed quarry facilities to
produce the stone needed in his business. He built the old McWayne School
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Continued from p. 1

Barker Quarry
in 1867, and the Main Street bridge in
St. Charles. About 1887 he transferred
the business to Frank Brady, husband
of his step-daughter. Later the quarry
was run by John Hendrickson.
South of the Shannon quarry, at the
extreme southern end of good stone,
lay the quarry owned by J.w. Randall
and I.S. Stephens. After Randall died
in a quarry accident in 1875, Stephens
bought his interest from the heirs. A
small force was employed in the quarry
in 1887, the period when Stephens
was building the present Methodist
Church and a building for the Newton
Wagon Company. Two men named
Griffith and Hunter later purchased the
quarry.
Besides those quarries described,
we find various references to others,
the exact locations of which are not
known. These include operations of
Jenkins and Major Adin Mann, acquired by John Joslyn about 1883 and
later run by John Hendrickson, and one
worked by a firm named Starkey and
Co.
The production of lime for plaster
and mortar from inferior, soft limestone
began in 1857 when A.A. Smith placed
a kiln for burning limestone in operation. Over the years, several kilns scattered throughout town were operated
either as adjuncts to quarries or as a
separate business. In an article in the
Herald at the time of the city's Centennial in 1933, George Birk wrote that
there were kilns at Hendrickson's,
George Vermilyer's in the northeast

part of town, and Barney Price's junk
yard on State Street -- the latter a big
one. Two that he said could still be
seen were on the north bluff of
Mahoney Creek, just west of Route 25,
while Charles Johnson operated two
others north of the Chicago and North_
Western depot.
,The opening of the quarries brough't-l
great numbers of Swedish immigrants
to Batavia -- increased, probably, because of the demand for stone to rebuild Chicago after the 1871 fire. Evidence of their arrival lies in the founding of three churches -- the Swedish
Methodist Church in 1870, 5 the Swedish Mission Church (now the Evangelical Covenant Church) in 1871, and
Bethany Lutheran Church (described
elsewhere in this issue) in 1872.
Although we know the names of the
various owners, and something about
some of them, we have virtually no information on the men who worked in
the quarries -- not even their names.
Because the quarries were in active
operation earlier, no one can tell us
about these men with the same firsthand detail that Elliott Lundberg gave
us in the last two issues on the people
who worked at the Challenge Company in the late 1930s and early 1940s.
We can well imagine, though, that the
work was hard and dangerous, the
hours long and irregular, and the pay~
small. One need only look at the pic'
ture on page 1 to get an idea of the-l
hand tools the workers used on the
Continued on p. 3
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by Helen Bartelt Anderson
Helen Anderson, who grew up
on the family farm on Warrenville
Road in Batavia Township, wrote
"I Remember Holidays on the
Farm," a series of four articles that
appeared in recent issues.
I love to think of the long-ago days
on the farm. I love to think of the
dreams that brought my grandfather,
Carl Bartelt, to America from Germany
and eventually to Batavia. "Work hard
and save; work hard and save" must
have been his motto. He did just that.

In the early 1860's he was able to buy
the farm on Hart Road that became the
family homestead.
In 1997 family
members still own this property. Carl
was married to Caroline Schimelpfenig
in 1861 . To this union were born twelve
children. My father, George Bartelt,
was one of the younger Bartelt kids.
George had dreams, too, which
made the days go faster as he
scrubbed milk cans at Kee and Chapell
Dairy on N. River Street. Some day he
would have his own farm where he
could work the land, harvest crops,

First There \Mere Quarries
hard stone; the excellent exhibit in the
lower level of the Depot Museum includes a display of these tools.
In his 1983 letter to the Chronicle,
Hokonson, whose boyhood home was
next to Barker's quarry, recalled, "I can
remember vividly the blasting that took
place, shaking our home. This ultimately led to the city barring any fur~)her
mining of the limestone for fear of
collapsing South Water Street into the
quarry." Coupled with a declining supply of stone and water seepage from
underground springs, this led to the
eventual abandonment of the west
side quarrying by 1920. As the quarries closed, they became filled with
water. Hokonson remembers, as a boy,
what he described in 1983 as the
"present swimming hole. It was almost
twice as large as it is now and was forty
feet deep on the east side in the center. It was off-limits because of its depth
and extreme cold. But we sometimes
on a dare would swim in it very briefly."
In 1920 Frederick H. Beach, formerly
with the Newton Wagon Company,
bought the land on which the Barker
quarry stood and donated it to the
township park board. By then, six
ponds -- Frog, Pump Shed, Swimming,
Snow's, and Big and Little Quarry -had formed. One swimming area was
created out of the six ponds, and the
area was named the Frederick H.
Beach Park and Pool. This facility
served the community in its original
jcondition for about 15 years.
~ .. With the Depression of the 1930s
and the creation of the Works Progress
Administration
(WPA), the Federal
The Batavia Historian

Government utilized unemployed laborers, many highly skilled, to work on
public projects. The park in Batavia
was one of these projects. As reported
in the July 30, 1937, Batavia Herald,
the WPA renovations, "which began a
year or two ago, have reached their
peak this summer, and the fruits of hard
labor are beginning to be realized." The
WPA laborers must have done their
work well, since the Frederick Beach
Park and Pool lasted with little change
for the next five decades.
By the 1990s, the pool was showing its age, and other improvements
were needed. After a year of off-season work, beautiful new facilities were
unveiled in June 1993. As our files
state, "In keeping with historic preservation, two of the WPA quarry stone
buildings are seeing new life" -- a storehouse and an admissions center and
open-air pavilion. Although the entire
park is still named in honor of the early
donor, Frederick Beach, the name of
the new swimming are is Harold A. Hall
Quarry Beach, honoring a former manager of the swimming facility and a
four-term commissioner for the Batavia
Park District.
In the rather florid writing style of an
earlier generation, the book Past and
President of Kane County described
the impact of Batavia's quarries, then
still active, "Hundreds of hands have
found employment in [the quarries] and
they have not only contributed to the
prosperity of the place by bringing
wealth from outside and furnishing employment for its laborers, but by placing at convenient distances, and for a

have good horses and a dairy, and
maybe get married and have a family.
He worked hard and saved!
In 1904, a 183 acre farm was for
sale, east of Batavia, on Warrenville
Road. Papa's sister, Mayme, and her
husband, Jack Buelter, wanted that
farm and so did Papa George. They
solved that problem by becoming partners. They purchased the farm from
the Griffith family. A fairly large house
and other buildings were already on
the farm.
Continued on p. 4

Continued from p. 2

merely nominal sum, a material with
which to build its schools, churches,
manufacturing establishments, business blocks, many of its private residences and the sidewalks of its principal streets, lasting as the eternal hills."
It is fitting today that the largest of these
quarries has been transformed into a
beautiful park for the benefit of present
and future Batavians and their guests.
1 Although most sources (many of which
quoted each other) give Reynolds the first
name of Zoni, Marilyn Robinson has discovered, in her research for the forthcoming new
edition of Historic Batavia, that it was actually Zerez.
21tis said that the need for stone to build its
shops in West Chicago and Chicago is what
brought the Chicago and Northwestern to
Batavia.
3 Marilyn Robinson says that she has discovered that mules, not horses, were used in
the quarry.
41t is not clear whether Collins bought this
land from McKee or, perhaps, held a mineral
lease. Since this would appear to be part of
the land that a later McKee offered to the city
as a park in 1927 (see the January 1997 issue), it seems likely that Collins was operating under a lease arrangement.
5 As discussed in an article in the January
1997 issue, the Swedish Methodist Church
joined with the First Methodist Church in 1971;
the combined church took the name of the
United Methodist Church of Batavia. The
former Swedish Methodist Church building is
now the home of the New Life Assembly of
God.

The material for this article came primarily from books, photographs, clippings,
and notes maintained by the Batavia
Historical Society at the Depot Museum.
Marilyn Robinson and Bill Wood were
particularly helpful in identifying useful
sources.
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For a few years they were all doing
well. Papa and Jack cleared more land
and worked very hard. Then my Aunt
Mayme became very ill and died. Jack
decided to give up farming and moved
to Wisconsin.
Now, Papa's dream was beginning
to come true. The good rich farmland
was producing bountiful crops. Papa
enjoyed working long days and into the
night, but Papa needed and wanted a
wife.
Papa was 27 years old. He had seen
this pretty brown-haired
girl at a
neighbor's farm. He had a friend introduce her to him and he began to call
on her. Everything about her pleased
him. She liked him in return. He finally
built up enough courage to ask her to
be his wife, and she said "Yes." They
were married January 23, 1908, at the
home of her aunt and uncle, Mike and
Katie Wurtz. The bride was Della
Zoller, my Mama.
Della was born in Forreston, Illinois,
to Sam and Sarah Zoller. Sam died
when Mama was two years old, and
Sarah when she was 10. She lived with
relatives up until the time she was
married. She was also 27 years old.
Mama worked hard, too. But sometimes she would go for a walk out in
the Big Woods, which was part of the
farm. Papa had given her a beautiful
black horse that she enjoyed riding.
The horse's name was Gypsy. In the
spring Papa would go to the woods,
too. He knew where the good mushroom beds were. Sometimes there
would be morels, which looked like tiny
little trees. Papa knew the mushrooms
were safe to eat, but Mama played it
safe by always putting a silver coin in
the pan with the mushrooms. If the coin
turned black, they were supposed to
be poison.
Their happiness was complete,
Papa's dream fulfilled, when in 1912 a
husky, blonde boy was born to them.
Then, in 1914, a tiny brown-eyed baby
girl arrived. They named their son
Roger Carl, their daughter Helen Sarah Marie.
On a farm there are always things
for children to do. Under the back steps
there was an opening in the lattice that
allowed Teddy, our dog, Roger and me
to enter. There, with his little red tractor, Roger constructed his first farm.
There were fields with fences and
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roads. It was a fun place to play, except sometimes Teddy would get too
friendly and mess up the whole scene .
Roger and I did well in our studies
at little Buelter School. It was quite an
adjustment when we had to go to
Batavia High School.
Things were going well on the farm.
Papa hired Louis Hill to build a tenant
house across the road from our home,
so hired men and their families could
live there instead of our having to share
our home with them. He also had Mr.
Hill build a large porch on the front of
our house, with an upstairs porch for
sleeping. (Marilyn Bartelt Wenberg
likes to tell about the time when she
was a sophomore in high school; she
had placed her butterfly and leaf collections on the sleeping porch for safekeeping. It so happened that a tornado
came through their yard which tore off
the sleeping porch, along with Marilyn's
biology collection. She had a hard time
making her teacher believe her story.
One of the fingers of the storm took
one of our big willow trees, one-half
mile away.)
There were many set-backs on the
farm. After World War I, scientists discovered that tuberculosis could be
caused by people drinking the milk
from infected cows. The government
sent out inspectors to all dairy farms.
Papa's herd of 25 cows all tested positive and had to be destroyed. Farmers
were required to improve conditions in
the process of producing milk. Papa
had William Drake build a large, new
cowbarn and a milkhouse and cooling
tank. There was a large hayloft above
the cowbarn. Each cow had her own
drinking cup which automatically filled
with water as she drank. Mama wasn't
too happy about this modern convenience for the cows. She said, "Why, I
don't even have running water in the
house."
At this same time all dairies were
required to pasteurize their milk. Many
lives must have been saved by these
new regulations.
In 1929 came the
stock market crash and years of depression.
Farmers had trouble selling their
products. There was just no money to
buy anything. But we were luckier than
most. There was always plenty of food
from Mama's big garden and plenty of
grain for the animals. There was noth-

ing to do but work as usual and wait
for the
. economy to start crawling uj:.J'---.-/
again.
In 1930, Roger graduated from high
school. He was chosen to be a commencement speaker. Mama and Papa
were understandably
proud. Then
tragedy struck! Three weeks after
graduation Roger was helping Papa
with haymaking. Papa was sticking the
big fork that pulled the hay up into the
loft. Roger was waiting for the forkful
to come into the loft so he could level
off the hay. But it never came. Roger
hurried down and found Papa lying
unconscious on the ground. Papa had
slipped off the high, slippery load,
breaking his neck and crushing the
spinal cord. Dr. West took him to Community Hospital, but there was nothing that could be done for him. This
strong, healthy man died with Mama
and me standing beside his bed, waiting for his last breath. Dorothy Sager
and Ellida Larson were his around-theclock nurses. If I remember right, Ellida
would work for 24 hours and then Dorothy would work the next 24.
Mama and Roger were faced with
the near impossible task of running thc~
farm. Neither of them knew too much
about operating machinery or what to
do when. By trial and error, patience
and learning, and lots of faith we all
got through that first year. I graduated
from high school and worked at several different places -- Mooseheart,
Pike's Seed House, then for Mr. Harry
Fisher, at Campana. He was a fine
person to work for but when his department got slow I decided to go to
Gertrude Hale School in Chicago,
where I learned to be a hairdresser.
That was about 1934.
After graduation, I worked for Anne
Johnson in her Polly Anne Beauty
Shoppe, which was in the back of Mike
Schomig's Barber Shop on Batavia
Avenue. I was dating Cliff Anderson
who worked in his father's hardware
store, next to the barber shop. A few
years later I married Cliff. We will be
celebrating our 60th anniversary later
this year.
Roger had dreams, too. He and
Mama decided to sell 80 acres of land,
along with the tenant house so that he~
could manage the work of the farm

0
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A Brief History of Bethany Lutheran Church
by Elliott Lundberg

~I

This is the third in a series of histories
of the many churches in Batavia.

The Swedish
immigrants
who
settled in Batavia in the middle of the
19th Century came mainly from a few
neighboring parishes in Halland, Sweden. Until 1872 the Swedish Lutherans
went to Geneva to worship, where a
Swedish Lutheran Church had been
organized in 1853.
Part of the property on which the
present church is located was for sale.
An old school building stood on the
property. In March of 1872 a group met
on the second floor of the August
Anderson home at 15 South Jefferson
Street and formed a Swedish Lutheran
Church which consisted of 53 people
including 36 adults, 14 young men and
3 young women.
On March 26, 1872, the contract to
purchase the property was signed and
alterations to make the school building suitable for use as a church were
started. The permanent church organization, "The Swedish Evangelical
'.\.,../Lutheran Bethany church of Batavia
Illinois," was effected on August 1,
1872, the remodeled church was dedicated on September 1, 1872, and the
church
was received
into the
Augustana Synod on September 26,
1872.
In little more than six months the
church was organized, property purchased, and church building prepared
for worship. The Reverend C.O. Lindell
from Geneva came occasionally weekdays to preach but in a few months
the Batavians joined with the Aurora
church (Grace Lutheran Church) and
called a pastor for the two churches.
The arrangement continued until 1893,
and a number of pastors served the
two churches from 1872 to 1893.
Swedish was the original language
of the church and remained so for
many years. Children attended summer Swede school to learn Catechism
and Bible History in Swedish. This
summer school and confirmation in
Swedish continued until after World
War I. After summer Swede school
ended, an interesting method of reli~gious
instruction, the "Batavia Plan"
was introduced in Batavia churches in
1919, whereby grade school children
The Batavia Historian

this number had reached 433 in addiwere excused from public school for a
tion to which there were 411 children.
part of the day each Thursday and attended their church for religious inThe confirmed membership continued
struction. This plan was found to be
to grow, reaching 923 in 1966 and
1207 at the end of 1995.
legal under separation of church and
state laws, and the dismissed time
During the early years, 1873 through
Thursday School continued until 1985.
1875, with an average of 104 conChurch services in Swedish continfirmed members, the church disbursed
ued for many years until eventually a
an average of $445 per year. The pasSwedish service and an English sertor, Reverend Edgren, received $500
vice were held each Sunday. The
in 1873 and $600 the next year. At the
Swedish service continued until after
annual meeting of 1874 it was resolved
World War II; now the only remaining
that every communicant member convestige of the Swedish language in the
tribute fifty cents to the educational
church is the Christmas
morning
fund of Augustana College. Additional
Julotta service.
members together
with inflation
The small remodeled schoolhouse
caused these figures to increase
served the church until 1887 when it
greatly over the years, and in 1995
was torn down and a red brick church
over $367,000 was disbursed with a
with a tall steeple was erected. Addimembership of 1207.
tional improvements were made and
Continued on p. 6
the church bell was added in 1904.
In 1948 and 1949 the
church was rebuilt. The
steeple was torn down, an
educational
unit was
added, tower and entrance
rebuilt, and the church
rebricked. By 1953 the
debt for the rebuilding was
retired and the church was
again free of debt.
The latest addition to the
church was made possible
by the purchase of land on
First Street which was
traded to the School District for a parcel adjoining
our church to the south.
The addition of the educational-office-fellowsh
ip
wing was constructed in
1980.
In 1996 the church approved plans for renovating and redecorating the
sanctuary, which will include new and improved
lighting and sound systems as well as air conditioning. The tower is also
undergoing rebricking and
remodeling
to guard
against future damage.
By the end of 1872, the
church's first year, there
were 60 confirmed members in Bethany. By 1905
Bethany Lutheran Church as it appeared until 1948
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by Carla Hill, Director
The museum re-opened to the public on Monday, March 10. The opening
exhibit features "Turn of the Century
Pastimes,"
which includes dolls,
games and puzzles from the museum's
collection as well as items on loan from
our local antique shops. Also included
in the exhibit is a hands-on table for
anyone who wishes to try some early
forms of entertainment such as Cat's
Cradle, marbles and various other
children's games.
While we were closed for the winter
months,
we worked on several
projects. The stairwell leading to the
basement now features new paint and
track lighting. A large Halladay Windmill tail is in place, and the completed
display will feature several windmill
weights, the museum's collection of
milk bottles from Batavia's dairies as
well as many other items and photographs that relate to Batavia businesses and industries. A base for the
newly renovated Van Nortwick music

April 20 Meeting to Feature
Prairie Restoration
by Patricia Will
Vice President - Program Chairman

Spring has finally arrived! The
buds will begin to open, the grass
will once again be green, and
there will be an overall sense of
growth and renewal. In honor of
Earth Day and Arbor Day, the
annual spring meeting for the
Batavia Historical Society will be
held on Sunday, April 20, at 2:00
p.m. at the Batavia Civic Center.
Following the business portion
of the meeting, our special guest
will be an environmental specialist from Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory. A video, slide, and
oral presentation will be given on
their 1,000 acre prairie restoration project. Fermilab was recently named a winner in the "Renew American National Awards
for Environmental Sustainability."
All members and guests are invited to participate in this unique
opportunity to take a glimpse into
our prairie past. Refreshments
will be served.
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box was made and is now in place.
Museum volunteer and friend, Jerry
Ruble, passed away on January 4. His
family contacted me, and it was Jerry's
wish that the museum be allowed to
choose any artifacts that we wished to
have from his very large railroad collection. We received many Bataviarelated
items, as well as other
Burlington and Chicago Northwestern
pieces. We hope to use the items as
well as other pieces from our collection in an exhibit in the front area of
the main floor which will be dedicated
to Batavia's railroad history.
In May, we will be having a museum
volunteer workshop in conjunction with
National Volunteer week. We will update the museum volunteer manuals
and answer questions that have come
up over the last year. The museum
could not operate without volunteers

and we are fortunate to have so many·
dedicated people who give of their time~J
In 1996 the museum had visitors '-=
from many cities in 28 states including
Virginia, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado,
Arizona, Mississippi, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Missouri, North Carolina, Minnesota, Wisconsin, New York, Indiana,
Iowa, Texas, Ohio, Connecticut,
Florida, California, Georgia, Wyoming,
Oklahoma, Nevada, Oregon, Maryland,
Washington and New Mexico. We had
6 countries represented, which were
Mexico, Argentina, Africa, Germany,
Canada and England. We also had visitors from 123 cities within Illinois itself.
As we start another year I hope to
see a continued climb in attendance as
well as many new events and exhibits.
Anyone who would like to volunteer at
the museum should contact Kathy
Fairbairn at 406-9041.

Bethany Lutheran Church
Though the local church building,
staff, and programs have required considerable funds, giving for benevolences and needs other than the local
church have also increased. Giving for
the many needs and programs of the
church at large is through the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Beginning in 1951 Bethany sponsored Dr.
Kenneth and Eloise Dale, as missionaries to Japan (now recently retired),
first by direct contributions and later
through the Synod. A Scholarship
Fund, funded mainly by gifts from
members, friends, and former recipients, is available to aid seminary and
college students attending Lutheran
schools. The history of Bethany is filled
with instances of Bethany aiding various needs and causes, local and otherwise, from the Batavia Food Pantry
to new congregations
in Illinois to
World Hunger programs.
During its 124 year existence hundreds of people have contributed in
numerous ways to the operation,
growth, education, and success of
Bethany, as well as leadership in the
spiritual welfare of all. Reverend Philip
G. Thelander was pastor of Bethany
for 25 years and Reverend Gustav
Lund served for 22 years. Probably the
longest service to the church was by
Gerda "Jennie" Peterson who was

Continued from p. 5

church organist for 55 years. Having
played for the Sunday School before
her confirmation and for the Ladies Aid
after retirement as organist, Jennie,
served the church a total of 79 years.:~
Miss Bernice Olson was secretary of
the church from 1949 to 1980, a total
of 31 years in addition to which she
served in innumerable volunteer activities before 1949, during her term as
secretary, and presently continues to
do so. Warren Felts served as choir
director from 1942 to 1976 and many
sang in the choir from 24 to over 50
years, with the Freedlund family serving a combined total of over 200 years
in the choir. This is but a sampling of
the services given by so many in
Bethany.
Bethany was organized by Swedish
immigrants as a Swedish church and
was a member of the Augustana
Lutheran
Church
until
1962,
Augustana being an organization of
churches of Swedish heritage. In 1962
the Augustana Lutheran Church joined
with other Lutheran churches to form
the Lutheran Church in America (LCA).
In 1988 the LCA united with The American Lutheran church (ALC) and the Association of Evangelical
Lutheran
Churches to form the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).~
In 1996 the ELCA totals over 5,000,00
members.
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Paving -- and Repaving -- Batavia Streets

Batavia A venue and Wilson Street
paving under way. State to repave
Aurora-Batavia Road. Prairie Street
paving in approved contract. State
to let Batavia-Geneva road contract. Another bridge needed
across Fox River. These items ob-

viously apply to 1996 and 1997 -- but
for those who lived here in the 1920s,
they give rise to a feeling of deja vu.
When the blacktop was recently
scraped off Batavia Avenue in preparation for repaving, the original red
bricks became visible in several
places. This led to research in back
issues of the Batavia Herald to learn
more about the early project. It soon
became evident that the 1920s decade was an era of street paving in
Batavia which must have kept people
even busier than in 1996, avoiding
construction throughout the city.
In November, 1922, it was announced that the Aurora-Batavia concrete road, paved in 1912 as "one of
the first hard roads constructed under the state aid plan," would be re_ 'paved the following year. The next
month a public hearing was held on
\L,/ the $157,000 Wilson Street Improvement Project." Unlike the 1996 work,
this project started at Batavia Avenue
and went east to the city limits at
Branford Avenue. Wilson Street did
not then go west from Batavia Avenue
to Lincoln, as the Levi Newton home
stood in the way at the top of the hill.
The paper stated that this home was
to be sold and moved so that the
missing block of Wilson could be built;
however, it was probably razed.
Virtually all the costs of paving city
streets in the 1920s were paid by the
property owners along each street
through a special assessment. The
assessment was payable in ten installments, with interest at 6% per
year on the unpaid balance. Each
project had to be approved by the
Board of Local Improvements after a
public hearing.
The 1923 construction must have
caused the most disruption. Wilson
Street was paved, using brick from
Batavia Avenue to Van Buren Street
and concrete the rest of the way. The
county paved Wilson from the east
~
city limits to the county line, coordinating with DuPage County work; this
extended a paved route from "the li-

The Batavia Historian

Levi Newton home, which blocked 1923 extension of Wilson from Batavia Ave. to Lincoln.

brary to Lake Michigan," as had been
planned, according to a Herald article
the previous year.
At the end of March, 1923, the contract was let for paving Batavia Avenue from the south city limits (five
lots south of Morton Street) to the
north city limits (one jot nqrth of illinois Avenue). The paving was to be
all brick, and the work involved
amending the franchise of the Aurora,

Elgin & Chicago railroad, which operated streetcars on tracks down the
middle of the street. The total bid was
$109,294, with the county providing
$15,000 toward the cost. Two Society members, Bussy Nelson and Bob
Kalina, remember watching the bricks
being laid, particularly by C! black man
who could use both hands in placing
bricks on the roadbed. At 5:30 p.m.
Continued on p. 8

Continued from p. 4

alone, with the help of a fine young
man who one day stopped to ask for a
job. He was Homer Terry (now the director of the Batavia Food Pantry).
Homer was dating Genevieve Anderson, who lived on a farm west of
Batavia. One night they invited Roger
to meet Myrtle Carlson, a friend of
Gen's. They immediately liked each
other. In 1944 they were married.
Roger and Myrtle had three children.
After Marilyn was born, Mama decided to take an apartment in town.
She moved to an apartment above
Johnson's Drug Store. She thought it
was just wonderful to be so near the
stores and the Methodist Church.
In 1967-68, the U.S. government
decided that Kane-DuPage Counties
were the perfect place to build the
National Accelerator Lab. This project
required 6000 acres of land. Fighting
the government did no good at all.
Many, many productive farms and a

good many residences were forced to
move, including Roger's farm and our
home. After much searching, Roger
and Myrtle found a beautiful farm west
of Polo, Illinois, about 80 miles west of
Batavia. They enjoyed life in their new
location. They had 27 good years, then
tragedy struck again -- Roger developed colon cancer. He died January
10, 1997, at the age of 84.
Now, their sons, Ron and Duane,
carryon the farming tradition that their
father, grandfather and great-grandfather dreamed about and made happen.
The farm on Warrenville Road is at
rest now, covered with native grasses,
wildflowers, trees and shrubs. The
house where Roger and I were born
has been moved to across the street
from the former village of Weston
where it is used to house scientists who
are visiting Fermilab. We are all thankful that the land has not been used by
a developer and covered with concrete.
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Methodist Church
History
Triggers Memories
by James Handon
My father, Claude Hanson, was one
of the six man West Batavia High
School basketball team in 1908. This
team played in the gym built by the
Methodist church in 1906, mentioned
in the last issue. Although this was the
school's team, it received no financial
support from the school district, as he
recalled. He said that when they
played, it was the job of the one team
member not on the court to collect the
admissions and/or donations from the
spectators.
This constituted
the
team's funding.
The next story I have heard or read
at some time, but I was never able to
verify any of it.
The first wedding held in the new
Methodist Church after its completion
in 1888 was that of Lillian Foote, niece
of both Mrs. D.C. Newton and Mrs.
E.H. Gammon (wives of the two men

Left to right, front row: Arnold Chapman, Roy Carlisle, Parks Bailey; second row:
Ed McAllister, Ralph Moore; back row: Claude Hanson
who donated the church), to Mr.
Charles H. More. According to the
story, the bride came to the church
from the Newton home directly across
Batavia Avenue from the new church.
As the street was unpaved at that
time, a red carpet runner was laid
across Batavia Avenue from the

Paving -- and Repaving -- Batavia Streets
Continued from p. 7

on September 22, just six months after the contract was let, both Wilson
Street and Batavia Avenue were officially opened for traffic. That same
year Prairie and Van Buren streets
were paved between Wilson and
Church streets, including the parts of
State, Spring and Franklin between
them.
Residents on South River Street
also asked for paving, but the mayor
turned them down because of the
large number of projects already under way. In 1924, however, South
River Street, as well as Morton Street
west to Harrison and Main Street to
the city limits, was paved.
Construction continued in following
years. Some of the streets involved
in 1925 were North Washington and
North River, with the parts of State,
Spring and Franklin between them,
while the state paved the east side
road from Batavia to Geneva. In 1926
Main Street was paved with concrete
from Batavia to Kaneville. Bob Kalina
remembers that a mixing plant was
located on First Street just west of the
Page 8

CB & Q tracks. Gravel and cement
were shipped in by train, mixed into
concrete, and then taken out for pouring the road on a narrow gauge track
built for just that purpose. McKee
Street, Illinois Avenue and North Avenue were probably done in 1926, and
other streets on the east side as well.
Wilson and Houston streets, with all
intersecting
streets from First to
McKee were part of the 1927 street
program. The paper reported that this
would complete the paving of the area
from Main Street north to the city limits on the west side. All these and
other projects went into making the
1920s a time of "paving boom" in
Batavia.
Oh yes, about another bridge over
the Fox River -- a 1926 newspaper
article stated: "Since Batavia is growing ... we need another bridge. It
should be located either at the south
or north edge of the city. The large
amount of traffic now across the Wilson St. bridge is proof of the fact ...
The matter should be agitated." Now,
71 years later, it is still being agitated.

house to the Methodist Church.
This may be true, or partially true
but embellished to make a better story.
As Mrs. Newton had lost her child(ren)
in infancy, this niece was very special
to her. When Lillian Foote More died
in 1902 leaving a two year old son,
Carl More, Mrs. Newton raised him.

.

~

Recent

New Members
Since the January issue, we have
added a number of new Society
members. We welcome the following
persons (all from Batavia unless otherwise noted) who took out annual
individual or family memberships
through the end of March: Pete and
Gail Amrein, Pam and Rodger
Carlson, Gladys Hemp (Champaign),
Sandra Jelm, Melvin Johnson,
Darlene Larson (Geneva), Leo Martin (St. Charles), Mary F. Muntz, Eric
and Michele Nelson (England), Ed
Reeder (Aurora), Alice Savage
(Marlborough, New Hampshire),
Gerald Schramer (Bellingham,
Washington), Jacqueline Shanahan
(Sugar Grove), Duane and Ellen
Stone, Janice Swana (West Chester,
Pennsylvania)
and Tim Thielk
(Elburn).
In addition, the following persons
have become Life Members: Bruce
and KennaAnderson (Wheaton),Tim
Mair, Daniel R. Russo and Ed and
Nancy Weiss.
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Batavians I Have Known - Eldora Hoover
by William J. Wood

U

Eldora Esmay Hoover spent the
major portion of her life in Education,
formally and informally. Born late in
December, 1896, and being a small
child, her parents did not send her to
school until she was almost seven. The
year her peers began school her closest friend, Pearl Jarvis (later to become
the grandmother of Glen J. and Gordon Anderson),
came home from
school each day and, assuming the role
of teacher, taught Eldora everything
she had learned at school that day.
From that year on Eldora knew she
wanted to be a teacher.
A member of the first class (1915) to
graduate from the "new" high school,
she spent a month at DeKalb Teachers College and in September she began teaching. It was a country school
near the intersection of Seavey and
Bliss Woods Roads where she taught
students in all eight grades. Boarding
at a farm home during the week she
walked a mile to school each morning;
built a fire in the stove; swept the floor
and prepared for the arrival of the stu~pents, some only a few years younger

\-than
the teacher. With Nelson's Lake
close by she was able to use the students' experiences in the natural sciences to supplement the knowledge
found in books. Later, teaching at the
Schimelpfenig School on Giese Road,
she had a pond next to the school which
she used as a "laboratory" for the nature she loved all her life. (While in this
school she taught the six oldest
Schimelpfenig children; when she left

her younger sister, Ruth, taught the six
younger children in the family.) Her last
country school was the Big Woods
School on Eola Road where she found
what she considered pure luxury. The
building had a finished basement, wonderful for indoor recess and containing
a furnace tended by a nearby farmer.
Best of all, it had indoor toilets! Moving
into town schools she taught in
Warrenville and Downers Grove, teaching her last 20 years in Batavia at
McWayne and Gustafson Schools,
working in her favorite grade level, second. Retirement came in 1964 after 46
years doing what she loved best teaching.
The following summer she experienced something she had never expected to do - an around-the-world
flight. A stop in Iran gave her a visit with
a young Iranian teacher of English.
Through the Eisenhower "People to
People Program" she had been corresponding with him for several years.
Four weeks in Japan gave her time with
three college students, correspondents
since they were high school students.
Active in civic affairs she served on
committees involved with the reforestation of Batavia streets following the
Dutch elm disease disaster. She was
equally active in her church, Holy Cross.
Known for her crocheting ability, she
became famous for her crocheted
snowflakes. While seated she was
never without a crochet hook in her
hands, even traveling in the car. For
more than 25 years she produced
snowflakes for friends and for church

bazaars. It was only in the last nine
years of her life that a count was kept 2,121 crocheted and starched.
Honored as Batavia citizen of the
Year in 1970, the Illinois Education Association awarded her the Human Relations designation in 1977.
"Retirement" from 1964 to 1984
meant countless hours of tutoring adults
and children on a volunteer basis. A
proud moment in her life came when
she attended the naturalization ceremony for two of her adult students. In
1981 the Batavia Board of Education
honored her for her work at Gustafson
School, two full days each week tutoring both those needing extra help and
those advanced students who needed
to be challenged. At this same meeting
Mayor Jeffery Schielke (a favorite
"adopted grandson") presented her with
a proclamation from the City of Batavia.
She lived for her two days a week at
Gustafson School and she was there
Monday, December 17, 1984. Two days
later she died, five days after her 88th
birthday. She often quoted her grandmother who said that we must pay rent
for living here on this planet. Service to
her community and her fellow citizens
was her method of paying rent.

Ne""s and Other Items
Several people have suggested that we not include any information, or at least information that readers might want
to save, on the back of the form for sending in dues. Although we cannot always manage our space in that way, we do
have an easy solution to the problem. You do not need to use the printed form for sending in dues; you need only write
the relevant information on a plain piece of paper and send it in with your payment.
As an aside, we want to thank those of you who wrote for letting us know that you find articles that warrant saving.
We'll try to keep it up.
We regret to report the recent death of three of our members, Jerry Ruble, David Hauman and Mrs. Francis Youssi.
Our sympathy goes to their families and friends.
Although we try to keep our members informed with respect to deaths, something that is particularly important to
former Batavians who now live elsewhere, we may occasionally miss learning about them. If anyone knows of a
member who has died but has not been mentioned in the Historian, please let us know and we will include the information in the next issue.
~r
.

If your newsletter has a red dot, it means that, according to our records, you have not paid dues for any year after
1995 and that this will be the last issue you receive unless we hear from you. You can remain on the mailing list either
by paying dues for the current year or by telling us, in writing, that you wish to continue receiving the Historian.
The Batavia Historian'
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Our "French Connection"

A Batavian's World War I Link

by William

J. Wood

From May 1, 1918, to December 24,
1918, Company 15, 2nd Regiment, Air
Service Mechanics, American Expeiitionary Forces, was attached to the
~,':rench
Army. They were based in a
small village, Noyers-sur-Cher
approximately 150 miles south of Paris.
The men of this unit rebuilt 424 of the
famous "Spad" airplanes flown by the
French Army fighter pilots. They also
rebuilt the famous Hispano Suiza,
Renault and Fiat motors for the
planes. Many men of the American
unit carved or scratched their names
in the limestone walls of the numerous caves of the area or in the limestone blocks used in some of the
structures. Some of the men also included the names of their hometowns
and states.
Fast-forward to the school year of
1996-1997. Eighth and ninth grade
students of Christian Couty, history
teacher at the Junior High School of
Saint-Aignan-sur-Cher,
began the
study of World War I. They visited the
site of the base area two miles across
the Cher River from their school and
the limestone caves. They made a listing of the names of the men and their
hometowns. One man on the list was
'1\jllTON F. HOAG, BA
lA, ILL.,
~nree
central letters of the town name
not readable. Using a listing of Illinois
towns they found that T, A and V might
be the missing letters. A letter was
sent addressed to "City Archives or

Court House Registry Office, Batavia"
asking if this person were still living
or had relatives they might contact.
Mayor Schielke passed the letter on
for research and action. A letter was
sent immediately to Mr. Couty and his
students informing them that shortly
information would be sent to them. So
began the "French Connection."
Wilton had died on June 19, 1996,
at the age of 102, the last Batavia
survivor of World War I. A copy of his
obituary was the first item gathered.
His youngest sister, Jean Jepson of
lombard provided us with his Honorable Discharge
and Enlistment
Record. Also copied was his appointment as Sergeant dated May 1, 1918,
when he arrived at Noyers-sur-Cher
(Noyers on the Cher River). Two letters of personal commendation are of
interest. One recorded the type of
work as mentioned in the first paragraph of this article and made the following statement: "Sergeant Hoag is
a very high grade all-around machinist and toolmaker. He also does very
good tin and sheet-metal work. His
ability, character and industriousness
were all that could be desired." Asecond letter reported: "During the period
mentioned the organization experienced about 36 air raids by the Huns
and were more or less under shell fire
from Big Bertha for the greater portion of the time." Jean also provided
us with a picture of Wilton at about
the time he went into service at the
age of 25.

John F. Hoag, a nephew of Wilton
who was looked on by Wilton as a
son, provided family background and
genealogy, a brief family history and
photographs to accompany it - one of
Wilton in WWI uniform.
All of the above materials were photocopied and sent to Mr. Couty and his
students. Included were many brochures from the Batavia Park District,
the official brochure of the Chamber of
Commerce and postcards and photos
Continued on p. 3
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Ma.ry Dolly Ba.iley
Pioneer Woman Drug Prosecutor
by

J. Edward Peterson

Batavia's Mary Dolly Bailey was
born April 18, 1876 in Maple Park, Illinois, the daughter of Robert Columbus Bailey and Adeline
Amelia
(McNair) Bailey, who were married on
May 29, 1873, at the First Baptist
Church in St. Charles, Illinois.
Her mother, Adeline, was born April
9, 1852 in the city of Northeast, Pennsylvania. Her father, Robert Columbus
Bailey, was born June 4, 1848 in
Bellville, Ontario, Canada. He was
Foreman in the Water Works Department of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway.
Mary came to Batavia, Illinois, at the
age of 21 with the rest of the family
and resided at 75 (now 205) North
Batavia Avenue. She had previously
attended school at Maple Park and
Geneva, Illinois, and, later, the Columbia College of Expression in Chicago.
Her father died January 18, 1901.
She was then 25 years of age and had
taught school in Geneva and Maple
Park. Later she became deputy county
recorder in Geneva. When the Recorder (Frank E. George) died in 1914,
she assumed his duties. However,

women's suffrage had not come, and
she was barred by a ruling of the Illinois Attorney General from becoming
a candidate for the office. She was
employed in the office for 22 years and
the first woman in Illinois to hold the
position as Recorder of Deeds.
She studied law at nights under local attorneys and was admitted to the
bar in 1920.
In 1921 as a Republican, she was
appointed assistant United States attorney in President Harding's Administration. She was the first woman east
of the Rockies to hold that position.
Her reputation as a government prosecutor became known nationwide. In
1921 she prosecuted a case against
the Santa Fe Railroad which involved
10,000 yardmasters employed by the
nation's railroads.
She was chief prosecutor involving
many violations of the Pure Food Act.
In the period between 1921 and 1938
she obtained convictions in 95 percent
of the cases she prosecuted for the
Chicago office which related to violations of the Pure Food Act and the
Volstead Act. She was known as one
of the nation's
most successful

woman federal prosecutors as head
of the attorney's injunction department. The successful cases numbered over 5,000. Among the federal
judges who heard her cases were
Kenesaw Mountain Landis (later
Commissioner of Baseball), John Peter Barnes, and Michaellgoe.
A party of 250 honored her at a retirement dinner in the LaSalle Hotel,
Chicago, on December 19, 1944. Attending were judges of the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals, the
District Court, and several forme~
United States Attorneys under whom
Continued on p. 8

One Thing Leads to Another -And See What That's Doing
Our history of the Methodist Church
in last January's issue mentioned the
church gymnasium that Batavia High
School's basketball team used until
1915. This reminded Jim Hanson of
the fact that his father, Claude
Hanson, had played there on the
1906 team, and he provided the picture of that team that appeared in the
April issue.
One of the team members was
identified as Parks Bailey, and upon
inquiry we learned that he was Mary
Bailey Peterson's uncle. In the course
of conversation with Mary, she mentioned that Park's sister and her aunt
(for whom she was named), Mary
Dolly Bailey, had been the first woman
U.S. assistant district attorney east of
the Mississippi. This sounded like a
great story for the Historian, so we
asked how we could get more details
about her aunt, and it turned out that
Page 2

J. Edward Peterson, Mary's husband,
had written about her in a History of
the MacFarlane, McNair and Bailey
Families. That is the source of the
story about Mary Dolly Bailey that
appears in this issue.
Ed Peterson agreed to give the
Depot Museum a copy not only of the
history of Mary's family but also of his
own entitled Brief History of Sweden
and the Background of the Peterson
and Anderson Families. Both of these
histories make fascinating reading
and will prove invaluable over the
years to persons researching the earlier days of our city and its residents - including relatives.
All this leads to one last matter -very much related. Carla Hill had
nominated the Historian for recognition in the Illinois State Historical
Society's 1997 Awards Program. At
the Society's Annual Meeting Awards

Ceremony on May 17, we received
the "Award of Superior Achievement in the category of Printed Materials: Ongoing/Periodical."
Everyone connected with the Historian is
proud of this award, but we would
never have received it had we not received so many outstanding contributions for every issue -- of which the
foregoing are only examples.
But we must not rest on our laurels.
Surely this recounting will remind
some readers of material that should
be in the Depot Museum or of stories
that would make great reading in the
Historian. Carla Hill will be delighted
to receive manuscripts, photographs
or artifacts for the museum, and Bill
Hall, the editor of the Historian, will
welcome contributions or ideas for
future issues at 345 N. Batavia Av"enue or 879-2033.
~
Let's continue having one thing lead
to another!
The Batavia Historian

Batavians I Have Know . Carl S. Swan
by Ralph

J. Swan

Carl's mother, Anna, died in 1902
'-...-Ieaving her husband, John, with six
small children. John was not able to
hold down his job and care for the
children. All but the two oldest, Carl
and Emma, were sent away. The
youngest, Ted, was sent to live with
foster parents, and the three older
boys, Ralph, Dewey and Ed, were
sent to the Lutheran Children's Home
in Andover, Illinois.
Carl was forced to work at an early
age, while Emma learned to bake
bread and take care of the house. Carl
was 13 and Emma 11 when the three

Our "French
Connection "
Continued from p. 1

of Batavia with a cover letter and a
special letter from Mayor Schielke.
John and the writer each received
lengthy and warm letters from Christian Couty. He promises a final report
on the project of the students. They
sent inquiries to 45 different
addresses in the United States and, as
)f March 15th, they had replies from
~approximately
one-fourth of the addresses. He remarked that "so far
yours has been the most interesting
response." A further quote: "We hope
to have a few more in-depth studies
of personalities in order to organize a
local exhibition, a sort of historical follow-up of the traces left here so long
ago."
In addition to the coincidence of the
limestone factor in both the St. Aignanj
Noyers and the Batavia communities
Mr. Couty mentions two other coincidences: "One - Mr. Hoag's graffiti is
found on the front facade of my own
house which dates from the 1830's1840's. A second happy coincidence
is that my wife, Lynn, is our only local
American, from Dalton, Georgia."
The letter ends with the invitation
to visit Noyers-sur-Cher and see the
graffiti personally and the promise that
"If you ever wish to call, you'll always
find an English speaker at our house."
A second mailing to Christian Couty
included a signed copy of Marilyn
Robinson's book "Little Town in a Big
Noods," copies of local newspaper
\o..../articles on the "French Connection"
and more photographs.
The Batavia Historian

older boys were allowed to return
home from Andover. Ralph Swan became one of the partners in Crane and
Swan Furniture store, whose motto
was "Let These Birds Feather Your
Nest."
Carl served in the U.S. Army in
World War I, and reached the rank of
corporal, which also became his nickname. On returning from the war, he
and Arvid Peterson founded Batavia
Foundry and Machine Co., which is
still in business on First Street in
Batavia and is operated by Arvid
Peterson's son and grandson.
Carl was a bachelor and had many
friends, among them City Clerk Babe
Woodard, Cal Swanson, Jules Morris, Dr. Raymond McDermott, Police
Chief John Alberovsky
and Arvid
Peterson. These friends all enjoyed
fun times, which included playing
tricks on each other, Wisconsin fishing trips as well as other varied activities in Chicago, Aurora and locally.
During prohibition a local Lutheran
pastor told Carl that he had observed
him coming out of a speak-easy in
Aurora. "Yes" Carl admitted, "I had to

come out some time."
During World War II Carl made a
business call at Howell Co. in St.
Charles. To enter he had to walk between a wall and a truck and semitrailer. The truck driver was preparing
to pull out and was not aware of Carl's
presence. As the truck pulled out Carl
was squeezed down under the trailer's
wheels. At that time Carl weighted
over 300 pounds. In order to repair
the damage to Carl's body, Dr. J.C.
West had to first remove considerable
fat, in addition to the fat already
chewed away by the truck tires.
Dr. West later stated that Carl's fat
may have saved his life by protecting
his vital organs from direct contact by
the tires. The injuries were so severe
that gangrene set in. Normally this
was fatal, but Dr. West knew a doctor
in Chicago who was experimenting
with a new drug, penicillin, which he
obtained to save Carl's life. He survived a somewhat thinner man for
another 25 years or so.
Carl S. Swan was born in Batavia
on January 30, 1891 and died on April
7, 1970. He was an interesting man.

Do You Think We Have Problems?

Batavia Avenue looking north from Main during 1923 paving described by Jim Hanson in last issue.
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The Glorious Fourth - 100 Years and More Ago
With the increasingly splendid fireworks display that has long characterized Batavia's celebration of the
Fourth of July, some people might
wonder what our forebears, living in
simpler times a hundred and more
years ago, found to do on that day.
Any feeling of condescension, however, would be misplaced, because
accounts of happenings in those days
reveal an exuberant approach to commemorating our nation's birth.
According to notes made by John
Gustafson
from the minutes
of
Batavia's Board of Trustees for July 2,
1877, the Trustees voted to instruct the
police constable to supply churches,
school houses and the fire house with
a man or men to prevent the ringing of
bells on the morning of the Fourth. We
trust this effort was successful but assume it must have stemmed from disturbances of earlier years.
Although accounts of subsequent
years did not reveal problems with the
city's
bells, they indicate
that
Batavians had learned how to celebrate the day in a big way. Of particular interest is July 4, 1897 n 100
years ago. The only disappointment,
according to a newspaper report, was
with the fireworks; the waits between
"acts" were too long, and many left
before the show was over. Otherwise,
the celebration, including a morning
parade, was a huge success, as reported in the Aurora Daily News for
July 6, 1897:
Eagle Screams at Batavia
Rock City Pulls the Old Bird's Tail
in Great Shape.
Had A Glorious Celebration
Batavia's celebration of the Glorious Fourth goes down in history as
the biggest day in the memory of the
"oldest inhabitants."
All day long every train and street
car entering the city and every road

The First National Bank
of Chicago - Batavia has
generously underwritten the
cost of printing this issue.
We are deeply grateful for
this support.
Page
[!J
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PARADE COMING UP W. WILSON HILL - Late 1800s occasion not known, but it could have been
the Fourth. And it's a great picture anyway!

from the country was black with lively,
laughing humanity bound for Batavia
to celebrate the birth of the nation. The
Citizens' Committee, which had the
entertainments in charge, put up a
glorious program of sports, and gave
cash prizes to all winners.
They had ball games, fireman's
race, bicycle race, boat race, tub race,
foot races for fat men, for boys, for
ladies; free-far-ails, potato race, sack
race, three-legged
race, etc. The
greased hog was turned loose and
captured again by circus hoboes.
Twice more the porker was let loose,
only to be captured again by the same
parties. The Batavia band and the circus band enlivened the day with
plenty of good music. Everything
passed off smoothly and everyone
seemed to be having the best time
possible.
The Island was the main point of
interest, and here were concentrated
thousands of people all day long, going and coming, from the circus, the
steamboat landing and Laurelwood
Park. Thousands
went to the
speeches and ball games, but their
absence did not appear to lessen the
numbers on the downtown streets.
The circus was well patronized and
the steamboat was loaded 'til there
was hardly room for the ticket man to
collect the fares. The busses, hacks
and carryalls, of all descriptions, did
a thriving business, and the numerous refreshment stands, stores, saloons, firework dealers, fakirs n ev-

eryone in the downtown
district,
seemed to have all the trade they
could attend to.
There was not a serious accident
to mar the pleasures of the day or
evening, and although many took on
greater loads of liquid refreshments
than they could carry, the police made
allowances for the day and the deeds.
In the course of other research, Jim ~
Hanson recently came across the material in this story and thought, as we do,
that it would be timely for this issue.

Announcing our
fall Meeting
by Patricia Will, Vice President and
Program Chairman
September 14, 1997 at 2:00 p.m.
Laurelwood Park at the Batavia
Boat Club - North River Street
Please join the Batavia Historical
Society and the Batavia Park District
at a dedication of historic Laurelwood
Park. Steve Lusted, who researched
the past of that site and made formal
presentations for the naming of the
park, will be our guest speaker. In the
event of inclement weather, the meeting will be held inside the Boat Club.

V

The public is invited to attend, so
please bring a guest.
.

\
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Calvary Episcopal Church - A Brief History
by Dot and Jim Hanson

~
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Episcopal worship has been a part
of Batavia since the town's earliest
days. Nine years after the earliest settlers came to Batavia, the village's first
Episcopal service took place. In 1842
Bishop Philander Chase, Illinois' first
Episcopal bishop, presided at a gathering in the home of Mrs. James
(Emeline) Derby, whose home was
located just north of the present Newton House. Her house still stands today, although altered, on the southwest corner of Batavia Avenue and
McKee Street.
In May, 1855, the Batavia Mission
was canonically organized as Calvary
Parish with the Reverend Julius Waterbury as Priest-in-Charge.
Richard
Branford, Senior Warden, and S.F.
Clarke, Junior Warden, along with
John Van Nortwick, James C. Derby,
Walter
Germaine,
Charles
C.
Wheaton, and T.L. Cleveland, formed
the first vestry.
A charming anecdote comes down
to us from that time. Batavia's first law-

~I
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yer, Joseph Churchill, was an Episcopalian much attached to the forms of
his church. One Sunday, as he and his
daughter were going to church, he
asked her if she had her prayer book.
She replied, "No, Father, I forgot it."
Churchill blurted out, "Forgot your
prayer book! Go get it! You might as
well be in
as in an Episcopal
Church without a prayer book."
Batavia's Episcopalians built their
first church building on the southeast
corner of Houston and Washington
(now Lincoln) streets in 1856. This
frame structure, set on a lot given to
the parish by J.O. McKee, began to be
used for services the following year.
Unfortunately it was destroyed by a
tornado a few years later. Since the
parish could not afford to rebuild, the
property reverted to the donor under
provisions of the deed, and the new
parish found itself without a formal
place for worship.
From the time of the tornado until
1873, services were held
irregularly, first in a temporary building east of the
present church and later in
Buck's Hall at Batavia Avenue and First Street.
Regular services date from
1873, in most instances led
by resident priests. By
1878 parish membership
totaled 68 .
The present stone edifice, built at a cost of
$12,000, was donated by
John Van Nortwick and his
wife, "furnished and free
and perfect in title to all
generations."
Bishop
MacLaren laid the cornerstone on September 25,
1879, and a year later it
opened for services.
Several years after donating the church, the Van
Nortwicks presented the
parish with its first rectory.
The Reverend
William
Steel, whose Batavia ministry began in 1882 and
who also served St. Mark's
in Geneva, became the

first occupant of this large home, located conveniently two blocks south of
the church on the southeast corner of
Batavia and Union avenues. The
house, with 15 rooms, five fireplaces,
and a single bathroom, was lit by gas.
It is still standing today -- although no
longer as Calvary's rectory.
The Reverend Steel, who served
Calvary until November, 1887, provides some interesting glimpses of that
era in a chronicle he wrote about his
Batavia ministry:
... Mr. John Van Nortwick built Calvary church "for his daughter-in-law"
and for several years supplied the
largest portion of its maintenance. It
was then practically a "Proprietary
Chapel" -- and this to such an extent that once, and only once, did he
make any suggestion to me -- and
that was to the intent that I should
"omit all collection of money" in the
church services.
Father Steel explained to Mr. Van
Nortwick that the offertory was an act
of worship, and to do what he suggested would, in the event of his death,
cause the work of the church to be terminated, since the people would not
have learned the duty and blessing of
offering. The Reverend Steel continued his chronicle:
. .. For some time Mrs. Van Nortwick,
Jr. provided me with a horse and
buggy, or cutter, for the Geneva trips.
I also, at times, used a tricycle of the
old fashioned two high wheels style
with a guard wheel in front. Incidentally I made an adjustable top for this
and, putting my valise behind, pedaled over to Geneva ...
Records preserve an embarrassing
incident which center around Father
Steel's little daughter, Alice. At the age
of four she attended her first service.
She had promised not to "speak out,"
and all went well until her father began his sermon. Standing directly in
front of him, she mimicked every gesture and movement. After she made
Continued on p. 6
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Calvary Episcopal Church - A Brief History
her way inside the altar rail and was
seated on the altar step, the unnerved
father softly suggested that she return
to her mother, which she did.
Starting after 1890, Miss Fannie
Wade, whose names appears repeatedly in Calvary's archival materials,
played the organ for many years, first
on a foot-powered instrument and later
on a more sophisticated model. A boy
was hired to pump the bellows, but one
day he fell asleep during the sermon
and was not ready "with the wind" for
the offertory. Miss Fannie, as she was
affectionately called, had to rush back
into the chamber and shake him
soundly before the choir could proceed. In another instance the boy laid
his coat on the altar rail before practice, much to Miss Fannie's displeasure. In recalling these episodes, he
later wrote, "After alii wasn't an Episcopalian and didn't have to listen to the
sermon or know about altar rails."
By 1898 Calvary had 70 communicants. At the annual meeting the following year, the treasurer's report
showed receipts of $1 ,928.88 and expenditures of $1 ,414.99. Expenses included salary $1,000, organist $96,
taxes $45.13, pump for rectory $10.25,
and insurance $14.40.
In 1918 the Reverend Frank Victor
Hoag was called. Two years later he,
along with other Batavia clergy, requested that the Board of Education
approve a program of released time
for religious instruction. As approved,
it allowed parents to request that their
children be released from elementary
school to attend classes at their own
churches for approximately one hour
each Thursday. The program became
known at Thursday School and lasted
until 1985, when dwindling attendance
and administrative difficulties caused
it to be canceled.
Soon after the Reverend George
Ray became rector in 1921 , final plans
for a new Parish House were made.
When it became apparent that there
was inadequate
funding for the
$18,000 project, the church incorporated so that bonds could be issued.
Since the building was promoted to
function as a community center (and it
came to be called, frequently, the Community House), subscribers included
Page 6

both parishioners and Batavians outside the parish. The cornerstone was
laid in 1922. It held a copper box containing a history of Calvary Church
since 1841; lists of the vestry, guilds,
and members of the congregation; and
copies of several church publications.
The following January the new Parish
House opened for use.
The early 1920s was a time of optimism in America, and this was reflected at Calvary. Church attendance
set records, and confirmation classes
were large. By 1924 the parish membership included 72 families and 40
other individuals, including 30 parishioners at Mooseheart. As the decade
ended, however, Calvary found itself
with problems. Finances became so
tight in September, 1932, that bills
amounting to $665.91 could not be
paid, and the Parish House bonds
were in default. The possibility of seiling the rectory was considered, and
bondholders were asked to give the
church an extension of time on payments. A number of parishioners gave
their bonds to the church, and most
other bondholders agreed to delayed
payments.
In 1933 the Reverend
Edward
Aldworth, a teacher at St. Alban's
School in Sycamore, agreed to become Priest-in-Charge on a part-time
basis at a salary of $25 per month plus
a travel allowance. He came to Batavia
on weekends and Thursdays, and the
guild undertook the responsibility of
providing his dinners on Saturday and
Sunday and sleeping quarter for Saturday nights at parishioners' homes.
His lunch often consisted of cottage
cheese, applesauce, and burnt toast
(a favorite meal of his) at a tiny coffee
shop one-half block from the church.
In 1940 the church decided to renovate its historic building. Furnishings
were moved to the Parish House,
where services were held while work
progressed.
By this time Father
Aldworth had become full-time at Calvary, and his previous training as an
engineer proved valuable in this remodeling venture. He performed the
electrical work himself and, with the
help of the parish men, tore down the
ceiling and old plaster, thereby saving
the parish considerable
expense.

Continued from p. 5

Among the many changes, stained
glass was placed in the long-hidden j
round window near the southwest cor- 1,V
ner of the nave. All this was quite an
accomplishment for a parish that had
been bankrupt only ten years earlier.
Nine years later in 1949, stacks of
cartons bearing the labels of Kentucky
whiskeys in the Parish House entryway
heralded the arrival of the Reverend
Samuel Blackard from Louisville. His
former parishioners had provided the
boxes for his move, and their appearance brought chuckles (and an occasional disapproving frown) from those
who saw them. Father Blackard was
not only a strong leader for the parish
but played an active role in community affairs as well. His untimely death
in September, 1970, saddened the
entire congregation and community. A
carillon was given to the church in his
memory the following year, and even
today its music marks each noon.
Blackard Park received its name in
recognition of Father Blackard's involvement in the Batavia recreational
program.
The present rector, Reverend Drury
Green, was invested in 1975 and has
served Calvary longer than any other
priest. On December 8, 1989, the parish witnessed a first when Father
Green married Linda Leudesdorff in a
ceremony held at Calvary Church. Mrs.
Green, a seminarian at the time, was
ordained a priest two years later and
now serves as co-rector at Calvary.
The past 155 years have witnessed
many changes as the number of Episcopalians worshipping in Batavia has
grown from the handful first gathered
at the Derby home to Calvary's present
membership of over 300 baptized
members. Parishioners have provided
an ever-improved facility for corporate
worship, religious education, and fellowship. What has transpired since the
humble beginnings in 1842 provides a
solid foundation upon which Calvary
Parish can continue to meet the spiritual needs of its members while carrying forth the greater work of the
Church.
This fourth in a series of histories

of"'

Batavia's churches is an abridgement of the
authors' 1992 booklet, The History of Calvary
Episcopal Church.
'i"
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Membership and
Other Matters

by Carla Hill, Director
The museum attendance has continued to increase over the last several
weeks. In April we, along with the Methodist Church, hosted four bus tours from
the Art Institute of Chicago, and in return we received a nice donation of
$300. Bill Hinchliffe, who was the tour
conductor, brought a senior group on
another tour to the museum on June

Since the last issue, two life
members have been added to
our rolls: Norman Peterson
(Canton,
Ohio) and JoAnn
Stevens (named by the Board
in appreciation of her services
in mailing the Society's newsletters and meeting notices).
Other new members include

24.
During the month of May, we gave
tours to ten third grade classes -- three
from J.B. Nelson School, three from
Alice Gustafson School, and four from
Louise White School. The first week in
June we hosted 120 middle school students and a group from the Learning
Ladders preschool in Batavia. Marilyn
Robinson is continuing to help me with
the school tours, which delights the
children.
The volunteer workshop was held on
Friday, June 20. The workshop is designed to answer questions and to
make additions and corrections to the
volunteer manual. It also gives me the
opportunity to thank the volunteers for
their dedication to the museum and give
each person a small "thank you" gift.

Carl J. Harleen (San Rafael,
CA), Ethel Larson Krupp (North
Massapequa,
NY), Louise
White Grade School Learning
Center,
and Audry Wilson
(Batavia).
Does your newsletter have a
yellow dot beside the address?
If so, it means that, according
to our records, you have not
paid your dues for 1997. If you
have a question about your
dues status, please check with
Treasurer Jerry Harris (8792467); otherwise, please mail a
check to the address on the outside cover of this newsletter.
For many months, Marilyn
Robinson and Jeffery Schielke
have been updating the popular, but out-of-print,
Historic
Batavia. The revised book will
be named John Gustafson's
Historic Batavia in tribute to the

The "Turn of the Century Pastimes
Exhibit," which is currently running at
the museum, has been very popular
with children and adult visitors. Because
of its popularity, we are going to leave
it in place until the beginning of August.
We are also in the process of preparing photograph albums for the Lincoln
room and the Van Nortwick room.
Once again, we are participating in
the Summer Passport Program for families throughout Kane and Dupage
counties. This popular program for encouraging children to visit the area's
museums is entering its sixth year. We
are also a sponsor for the new Batavia
Trolley, which runs every Saturday and
Sunday.
For its archives, the museum wants
copies of tri-city directories. Although
the particular need is for 1988 and later,
earlier ones would be welcome. Please
let me know if you can help.
We are looking forward to a great
summer and, as the weather warms, we
will continue to see an increase in attendance and many changes inside and
outside of the museum.
Anyone who would like to volunteer
at the museum should contact Kathy
Fairbairn at 406-9041.

A Quiz
Do you remember the name of this horse that was mentioned in a
story in the last issue?

original author. Marilyn has reported that "it is beginning to like
like a book. The writing is complete (420 pages of it), and
about 100 pictures have been
chosen. Final selection may
have to cut down some. The
book will definitely be ready for
Christmas giving. Watch for
more information!"
Since the start of this fiscal
year, the Society has received
two donations of $1 00 or more:
Wiliam B. Hinchliffe - $300 (see
"Museum Happenings")
and
George and Erdene Peck -

'i~

$100.
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Answer is on page 9.
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After Bert and Ruth Johnson sent
the last issue of the Historian to Bert's
cousin, Carl J. Harleen, he responded
with such fresh and vivid recollections
of a typical day at the Quarry that we
can almost feel the chill as Carl stood
waiting for his towel and clothes at the
end of a swim. He wrote: " ... Even
though I only spent less than a third
of my life in Batavia, three quarters of
my memory goes back to the town. I
remember the red bricks on Wilson
Street, the time Morton Street was
paved with cement (even before
Blaine Street), the candle stick street
lights on Morton Street.
"The summer days we went to the
Quarry for a swim, if the temperature
was hot, three times a day, and if we
were there at noon Mother would bring
down a picnic lunch which we would
eat at a table on top of the hill, overlooking the shallow end of the pool. It
was the time of the Toboggan Water
Slide, wooden, three level diving
tower, swimming rafts made from oil
drums that were the flotation for the
sunning platform. As to the sunning,
more time was spent in the process

Pioneer Woman
Continued from p. 2

she served, including Illinois Governor William Green, Charles F. Cline,
George E.Q. Johnson, Judge William
J. Campbell and Judge Michael l.
Igoe. She retired on December 31,
1944, at the age of 68.
She was presented the Walter
Winchell Orchid Award for her works
in helping drug users free themselves
of the habit.
She was president of the Women's
Bar Association of Illinois, president
of the Business and Professional
Women's Club of Batavia, member of
Chicago chapter of Zonta International, Women's Auxiliary of Post 504
American
legion,
Batavia Royal
Neighbors
of
American
and
Rebekahs.
She died as a result of fire in the
nursing home where she resided in
St. Petersburg, Florida, on January
29,1951.
Burial was in lot 8 of the Van Vlack
Cemetery, Town of Virgil, Illinois (now
considered Maple Park, Illinois).
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of turning (a raft) over and over again,
one time with the drums up in the air
and the next time down in the water.
"It was the years that, when you
went to put on your swimming suit,
you checked your clothes at the
Check Stand in a wire basket that had
a number on the front, so if you
needed money for a frozen Milky Way
you would have to ask for your basket by number, that is if you remembered it. There were times we forgot
and then we would have to recall what
color clothes we wore and try to see
enough through the wire front to re-

cover them, all the time standing with
your hands to your mouth shivering
and teeth chattering.
When we'~
checked out our basket to change to
our clothes, we went to the bath
house, didn't take us long because we
all wore one piece BVDs, and a pair
of shorts. Take the wet suit outside
and run it through a hand roller wringer
to get the water out, then roll the swimming suit in the center of the bath
towel and take off, trying to avoid all
the dust that would be made from the
incoming cars on the gravel road ... "
What wonderful memories!

Cemetery Walk WiII17e October 5:
Mark Your Calendars
by Marilyn Robinson
The annual cemetery walk sponsored by the Heritage Committee of
Access and the Society will be held
Sunday, October 5, in the East Side
Cemetery starting at 1 p.m. Rain date
is the following Sunday.
Just who will be coming back to visit
Batavia at their gravesites has not yet
been determined. But invitations have
been extended to the following: John
P. Montague, a mysterious stranger;
Charles Nurnberg, a young worker at
the U.S. Wind Engine & Pump company; Delacy Cole, a glove manufac-

turer; Captain Jacob Grimes, an early
settler and Civil War veteran; James T.
McMaster, a veteran, postmaster and
city activist; Julia and Milo Kemp, early
settlers and, in Milo's case, a businessman; Herman Shaw, a grocer; Adelbert
and Marietta Montgomery, lifelong residents of Batavia, married 50 years; and
Severin ("John D.") Alberosky, chief of,-""
police and first Batavia policeman to die
in the line of duty.
Each has an interesting life to tell us
about. Mark your calendars so you
won't miss the walk.

This Civil War era tintype looks like an Independence Day celebration. Laura
Esmay is second from left, back row. If you can identify others, let us know.
The Batavia Historiar1"
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Swedish Nicknames in Batavia
" John Gustafson, Batavia's first his'--<6rian, wrote in his notebook:
"Because there always have been so
many Swedish people with the same
or similar names, mailmen, storekeepers, tax assessors, industry, etc. [it]
has always been a problem reaching
the right man. There were too many
Charley Johnsons, John Andersons,
and Peter Swansons. To distinguish
one man from another with the same

name, men were given nicknames
according to their trade or some peculiarity. So in Batavia we had Coal
Pete, Bread Pete, Horse Pete, Shoemaker Larson, Furniture Carlson, IceBoss Johnson, Democrat Charley
Johnson (Swedes were invariably
Republicans),
Sven-in-a-box
(he
came over to this country in a box to
save passenger fare) and many, many
other nicknames."

In an attempt to save these nicknames for posterity, Elliott Lundberg,
Carl Nelson and Arnold O. Johnson
completed a list in 1989 that had been
started by Edna Oleson, mother of
Molly Hubbard, with help from her
brother
Roland Peterson.
Many
Batavians, particularly those of Swedish ancestry, will enjoy reading this list,
which includes more than 150 names
and will be printed serially in this and
subsequent issues.

NAME

NICKNAME

OTHER COMMENTS

Andrew Anderson
Arthur Anderson
Arthur Anderson
Arthur Anderson
Arthur Anderson
Glen Anderson
Wendell Anderson

Skagg i naken
Artie George
Buckshot, Artie Lumberyard
Artie Mag
Smash

Boarded at Emma Pierson's
Son of Grubba John

August Anderson
August Anderson
Carl Anderson
Carl Anderson

Lilla August
S. August
Big Cully
Peg Leg
Dirty Doc
Vera's Carl
Streed's John, Kubarn (Cowbarn)
Levy Streed
Charlie the plumber
One-eye Charlie
Vare Charlie
Neverdie
Springara Clara
Gamla - Gam

Young Smash
Teenie Smash

~~arl Anderson
~harles
Anderson
Mrs. Olivia Anderson
Charles Anderson
Charles Anderson
Charles Anderson
Charles Anderson
Clara Anderson
David Anderson

The answer is

.
.

In her story, "Dreams of Dreamers," Helen Bartelt Anderson told us
about the horse Gypsy that her
father gave her mother shortly after
their marriage. The picture shows
~JYPsy with her colt and with Helen's
~jJarents,
George and Della Zoller
Bartelt, and her baby brother, Roger,
who died early this year.
The Batavia Historian

Youngest son of Smash
Farmer on McKee St.
w. Wilson St., thin, tall, strong sewer digger
Electrician for City of Batavia
Had wooden leg, had auto parts on Whipple St.,
later was contractor
Married to Vera. Contractor
Father of Sherm, Gene, Francis
Mother of Streed's John
Father of Red, Howard, Babe
Lutheran Church janitor
From Vare, Sweden
Barber

Brother of Dora, tank-tower erector at
Challenge Company
Eddie Gas
Worked for Gas Co., later mayor of Batavia
Goodwin Anderson
Brother of Ted and Evelyn
Elmer Doc
City electrician
Elmer Grubb
Son of Grubba John
To be continued in future issues

Edward Anderson
Edward Anderson
Elmer Anderson
Elmer Anderson

A Quiz

Worked on Model T magnetos
Realtor, brother Ed & John
Oldest son of Smash

Underground Railroad to be Featured at
"Books-between- Bites"
Glennette Tilley Turner, a Wheaton educator, historical researcher, writer and
expert on the Underground Railroad, will appear on Batavia's "Books-betweenBites" Feb. 19, 1998. At the suggestion of then-Senator Paul Simon, she was
appointed to the nine-member commission to advise the National Park Service
about Underground Railroad sites. Her new book, The Underground Railroad in
Illinois, which is the culmination of years of research, will be published later this
year.
fSage9:
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Forty-three Years at Batavia Body Company
Recollections of Gunnar Wiberg
Batavia had a long history of
building wagons and automotive
bodies. First there was the Newton Wagon Company, started in
1854 and sold to the Emerson
Brantingham Company in 1912.
The latter company, in turn, was
taken over about 1930 by the
Batavia Body Company, which
continued in operations until 1973.
Gunnar
Wiberg
was with
Batavia Body during most of its 45
years of operations, beginning in
the pattern department in 1930,
superintending factory operations
from 1934 and, for many years after 1947, heading both factory operations and purchasing. Elliott
Lundberg and your editor interviewed him recently, and the following, told in his own words, are
interesting excerpts from his recollections.

We first asked how he got started
with the company.
I was born in Sweden on August 1,
1909, and came to the United States
in early 1928. I came to Chicago and
was promised a job as an apprentice
carpenter but unfortunately the de1ression hit. The owner was in the
"'---process of building a 22-apartment
building, but it wasn't ready so he let
me work there as a laborer to clean
up. After that he was able to get repair jobs, but I didn't have a steady
job, working just enough to be able to

make ten dollars a week to pay my
room and board. Then he had an iron
work shop, and he let me work there.
However, his son, when he collected,
spent the money on booze so the
place shut down. So, in the fall of
1929, I was out of a job.
In 1930, about the first of March, I
went out to visit a friend in Batavia.
We were sitting around and in the afternoon the man who owned the
house said that they were hiring at the
Batavia Body Company. So the next
morning I went straight down there
and asked a man if they needed help,
and he hired me.
I went back to Chicago and picked
up my suitcase and came back and
started work on Monday morning.
Well, Chicago had its advantages
because it had excellent night schools
for language -- two hours a night, five

nights a week and nine months out of
the year. After two years I could spell
and knew the language as well as the
average American.
Who was running the company
then?
In the early days A.T. Jackson was
there. I was actually hired by the
Emerson Brantingham Corporation,
and Mr. Jackson worked for them. He
was able to take over the management
of a chunk that was called the Batavia
Body Company and formed a stock
company. So he was running it when
I came there.
What kind of work did you do?
I started in the pattern department
at the Batavia Body Company, and we .
Continued on p. 3

When Baseball Was King
Persons born after World War II can
hardly sense what baseball meant to
earlier generations
of Americans.
True, baseball continued to reign as
the national sport, especially for the
next two or three decades. The impact
of other fast-growing
professional
sports, however, together with league
expansions, free agency,1 strikes, and
skyrocketing salaries, was already
eroding the position baseball had long
held in the hearts of most of our countrymen.
Back in the 1930s, professional football was a relatively minor sideshow,
and professional basketball was virtually nonexistent. There was no commercial television. And the country
was in the depths of the Great Depression, so money for entertainment was
scarce. People loved to play baseball
or watch their favorite teams. Tickets
for even occasional
major league
baseball games were within the financial reach of most people, and a minor league team flourished in any city
worthy of the name. Even the smallest of towns boasted teams that were
part of amateur or semipro leagues,
and their enthusiastic fans turned out
to cheer them on.
Almost by accident, we discovered
that Cliff Anderson has a treasure
trove of baseball memorabilia. The first
thing that caught our eye was a
scorecard Cliff had kept for Game
Four of the 1932 World Series between the Chicago Cubs and the New
York Yankees. (Yes, the Cubs used to
play occasionally in a World Series.)
The names on that scorecard are highlights of baseball history -- Babe Ruth,
Lou Gehrig, Bill Dickey, Billy Herman,
Charley Grimm, Gabby Hartnett, to
cite a few. It was in the previous game
of that series that an irate Babe Ruth,
who was being heckled by the Chicago fans, allegedly stepped out of the
batter's box and pointed toward the
center field fence before blasting the
longest home run in Wrigley Field's
history. The gesture may be debatable, but no one questions the home
run.
And then we came across the
scorecard of the first All Star Game,
played at the old Comiskey Park on
July 6, 1933. The starting pitchers
were baseball immortals, Lefty Grove
for the American League and Carl
. Page 2

ABOUT 1908 -- top (left to right): Philip Elfstrom, Ray Crowthers, Fred Anderson,
Walter Carlson, Dave Anderson, Carl Redborg, ?; middle: Oscar Johnson, Axel
Wallman, Claude Hanson, Emil Benson; front: Harry Johnson, "Hooley" Wallman
Hubbell for the National League. The
American League won by a 4-2 score.
But what captured our interest most
was the scorecard for a May 6, 1936,
game between Anderson Hardware
Co. and the Knights of Pythias. We
looked at the names, many familiar,
of the Anderson Hardware players,
whom Cliff identified more fully as
Richie Markuson, Ken Peddy, Jim
Anderson, Earl and Bussy Nelson,
"Skeezer"
Turre Larson, Gunnar
Bergman, Harry?, Coyle Anderson,
Red Johnson, and Howy Nelson. According to Bussy Nelson, these teams
played 12-inch fast pitch, a game
closely akin to baseball (or hardball).
Bussy got more information for us
from Wally Freedlund, whose records
for one year showed that the league
included, besides Anderson Hardware
and the Knights of Pythias, the American Legion, Miller's Tap, West Side
Transfer, Kresser's Builders, Barckley
Hardware,
Batavia
Recreation,
Lindgren's Foundry, the Blue Streaks,
and the Unemployed Workers (remember: this was the Depression).
They played at the old athletic field
and at a field off Hamlet Avenue.
Wally's records for one year, possibly
1936, showed that Kresser's Builders

led the league with an 8-0 record,
while the Blue Streaks, despite theirJ
name, brought up the rear, 0-8.
All this led us to a search of the
Society's archives at the Depot Museum, where we found a wealth of
material on earlier Batavia baseball.
Oliver Swanson's
1916 "Ledger,"
marked "Hands Off Please," is filled
with clippings of various sports events
of that year. One tells of the Batavia
Blues' 9-4 defeat of the Aurora Greyhounds. Players for the Blues included
four Nelsons (R., A., another R., and
E.) and others identified only by the
last names of Carlson, Redborg,
Anderson, McDermott, Beals, and
Swanson. From the various clippings,
one must conclude that the Batavia
Blues2 were a powerful team, winning
games against the Kane Streets, the
Chicago Lawndales, a team identified
only as DeKalb, the South Ends, and
the Oak Parks of Aurora, although we
find that an Aurora team finally took
the Central Association county title by
defeating the "speedy Batavia Blues"

2-0.
A few years earlier in an undatad---picture (shown above), which Jim'-"
Hanson believes was taken around
Continued on p. 7
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Batavia Body Company Recollections
Continued from p. 1

~made
patterns for the canopy tops of
panel bodies. That job lasted maybe
two years, but as soon as they got
through with the patterns, they sent
me over to the production line. It was
interesting, and I enjoyed the work
there. I did my best, and I got promoted; they first let me take charge
of certain operations like the marking
and servicing of the trucks. Then in
1934 I was promoted to factory superintendent.
Mr. Forest came to the company
about that time. I remember so well
when he came. He came down and
talked to me. I was superintendent
then, and he asked, "How old are
you?" I said I was 24, I think it was.
He said, "My God, we've got a kid
here." Anyhow we got along fine.
He told me,
"There's only
one reason for
us being here
and that's to
make money
for the company. If you
~can't
do that,
we don't need
you."
He'd
come in and
ask, "How did
we do today,
how did we do
today?" I'd tell
him we did all right, and he'd say, "OK,
OK."
He took me on like a father to a son.
He told me that, if you were able to
save money, you ought to invest in
stocks, and he was always telling me
what was best to do. He was always
very strict and told me not to do anything out of the way. Any time I wanted
to buy a piece of equipment for the
shop, I had to prove it and double
prove it before he'd let me go ahead
and buy it. But that was all right.
Who were some of the others in
the office?
Bill Roberts was also a very good
man. He was a salesman for the company. He was a real nice guy to get
with. Somehow in the end there
was something between him and Mr.
Jackson. I don't know what it was, but

'-& along
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they weren't getting along and he had
to leave. Later on he opened up a restaurant in Geneva. It was too bad it
worked out that way.
John J. Tyndal was a different kind,
strictly
a book man. He was a
Scotchman, and he knew his work. He
knew bookkeeping but from there on
he didn't always understand too well.
One Sunday morning I was home, and
Mr. Tyndal phoned me, asking if
I could come down to the office
right away. I went down to the
office, and he said there was a
funny racket going on that he
couldn't understand. I could see
what it was. He had a unit on his
desk he used to buzz his secretary, and he had a opened a book
and the cover rested on the unit

and set the buzzer off. I took the cover
off the unit, and the noise stopped. He
said, "I don't know how you can be so
smart."
Who were some of the other
people?
George Engstrom was in charge of
the drafting department. He was good.
Albert Kraft was a super craftsman.
Everything he did had to be just right.
And in the final analysis he completely
rebuilt the office. He was the father of
Everett and Karl, the plumber. Everett
worked at the company for many
years. He began as a draftsman and
was a good one. Then he worked as
a salesman with Dutch Clarno, and
traveled and had his own territory.
Dutch was a salesman at the Body
Company for many years. I was with
him a few times in his territory, and I
thought he handled it really well.
Martin Downen was in charge of the

paint shop. He was good at his job,
and he was the old-time worker who
never minded doing extra work, like
during the war. He got a lot of wood in
every day, and sometimes by the end
of the week he would get behind, so
Martin and I would come in on Sunday morning and work four hours to
fill all the racks up. He got nothing for
it, and neither did I, but he was company-minded like that. Yes, we got

along fine. He finally retired and
bought a place down in the
Ozarks, but he never got to enjoy
it before he died.
Mildred Kisser had started at the
Body Company when she got out
of high school. She was my secretary when I came up to work in
the office. I came in one day and
remarked that I heard from my brother
in Argentina; he wanted me to send
him the name and address of someone to write to to practice his English.
Mildred gave me her address to send
to Helmer. So I sent him her address,
and about eight days later Mildred
came in and said, "Gosh, your
brother's a fast worker, isn't he? I got
a letter from him already." So they
corresponded
for some time, and
when he came up in 1955 it seemed
that they had known each other forever. They got married not too long
afterwards.
How many people were employed at the Body Company?
The most people the Body Company employed was 135, and that was
during the war. We were making truck
bodies for the army, 35 truck bodies a
day. We worked twelve hour shifts
Continued on p. 4
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Batavia Body Company Recollections
Continued from p.3

except for the mill room where they
worked two shifts, ten hours.
The bodies made during the war
were cargo bodies -- twelve feet long
and eight feet wide, with heavy duty
platforms and staves on the side. The
seats folded down so men could be
seated all around, and staves went up
and over so a tarpaulin could be put
up for protection from rain.
We were allowed to do a little civilian work in the South plant at the
southwest corner of First Street and
what is now Shumway Drive. We had
a small plant, probably five men there,
since we couldn't do any new work,
only repairs.

Didn't ownership
the war?

change after

Mr. Jackson had more stock in the
company than anyone else. I remember one time, not too far from the time
we sold, Mr. Forest called me in and
told me that somebody was trying to
buy up too much of the loose stock in
the company. If they would get too
much, we would lose control, and we
didn't want that to happen. He said
we had received an offer to sell us
4,000 shares, but the person selling
was robbing us because he wanted
$15 per share. Mr. Forest asked me
how I was fixed because we should
really have that stock. Well, I had just
sold a piece of land so I told him I
would take 1,000 shares. He said he
would also take 1,000 shares and that
he would call Mr. Jackson in Florida
to take the 2,000 shares. Well, we
bought it at $15 and sold it at $23,
which wasn't too bad. Before that I
was picking up 100 shares at a time
at $12.50 and $13 per share.
In 1955 we were taken over by the
American
Gauge and Machinery
Company. They bought out the stockholders. And later on they were taken
over by Katy Industries.

Were the workers unionized?
They organized a union in the late
1940s. They were going on strike
once. Back in those days it was only
a question of whether it was 2 1/2
cents or 3 cents. We were close, but
they went on strike. Morris Anderson
was a bookkeeper,
and his son
worked in the shop. I went down in
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the mill room to do a little work, and
Carroll Jackson came in and turned
off the switch, saying that Wallace
Carroll from Katy Industries had called
and said they wouldn't meet the
union's terms so we were to shut
down. Morris Anderson heard what
Wallace Carroll had said, and he
quickly ran down and told his son they
were going to shut down.
Carroll Jackson and I went to the
shop office and talked a while. Harold
Coleman was at the head of the union
then, and he came in and said they
had just had a meeting and decided
they were going to accept the last proposal and would go back to work the
next day. Carroll said that he would
have to check with the boss. He called
Wallace Carroll, who told him it was
OK to go back to work. So, if it hadn't
been for the relationship between
Morris Anderson and his son, they
would have shut us down then.

Who were some of Batavia
Body's big customers?
The Beatrice Company, Meadow
Gold and Kraft Foods were big customers for refrigerator bodies.

Did management change much
over the years?
After 1947 I had charge of the factory operations and purchases. A.T.
Jackson stayed at the company until
he was quite old. The last few years
he would go to Florida for the winter.
When he retired, Bill Forest took over
as president.
About 1971 we had a new fellow
come to the front office, and Carroll
Jackson was bumped out of there.
The new fellow leaned more toward
college-educated people than he did
to those that did the practical work.
So he hired an efficiency expert, and
he studied the shop for a couple of
months, looking around and doing
whatever he wanted to do. And one
day he came up to me and asked,
"Which do you like best, the factory
management or the purchasing?" I
told him that there were probably less
headaches with the purchasing and I
liked that best. He replied, "I'm glad
you said that because I'm taking over
the factory tomorrow morning."
Well, he took us over. Previous to
that we were making a fair profit every year, but after he took it over la-

bor costs doubled. The fellow in
charge wanted to be buddy-buddy
with everybody, so people did what ~
they wanted to do. They had one job
that took four men, so they gathered
up four men and, well, one of the guys
had to finish his king-size first and that
took time as four men waited. Zoom
went the labor costs. People drank
coffee whenever they wanted. I had
my suspicions when he came because
he had worked so many places. If
you're good, you don't usually work in
so many places.
As soon as he saw what was happening, he quit the place. They tried
to get me to go back and take the superintendent job, but I didn't want to
do that, and I wasn't in a shape that I
had to.

How did it all end?
We hobbled along for a little while,
and we were unable to pay bills. That
was miserable. You ordered something, and it didn't come. When you
checked on it, they said they hadn't
been paid for so and so. Under those
conditions, Mr. Wallace decided to

t00

shut it, and so in 1973 we were all
get out of there.
The last day of August was my last
day of working there -- after forty three
and a half years. For many years now
we have had a Batavia Body Company employees get-together on the
east side of Aurora, with a dinner, coffee, and what not. I think they are
down to eighteen that come.

December General
Meeting and
Pot-Luck Dinner
by Patricia Will, Vice President and
Program Chairman
Please join the Batavia Historical
Society for their annual Pot-Luck Dinner and general meeting on Sunday,
Dec. 7, 1997. The meeting will be held
at Bethany Lutheran Church at 5:00
p.m.
Holiday entertainment will be provided by the Bataviana
Strolling
Strings.
_
Please bring your own place setting, a dish to pass, and help the His-~
torical Society celebrate the coming
holidays!
The Batavia Historian

A Brief History of Holy Cross Catholic Church

J

by William
The first Catholic service for the Batavia area
was a Mass held in 1854
at the farm home of John
Lonergan
east of the
small town of Batavia. Although only twelve were
in attendance, Fr. Sullivan
shortly thereafter rented a
room to serve as a chapel
in a business block on
North Batavia Avenue,
just north of Wilson
Street. Monthly Masses
were celebrated here by
Fathers Sullivan, Powers
and Boyle. The care of the
mission was assumed by
Fr. Patrick O'Dwyer of St. Charles, who
recorded the first Catholic marriage in
Batavia on April 28, 1857.
In 1867 the small Batavia congregation bought the former Congregational Church, which stood approximately where Hubbard's store is now
located. Within a short time the con-

Agregation was faced with the possible
loss of their church because of financial problems. A house-to-house canvass brought in small amounts, augmented, it was said, by the donation
of Owen Kavenaugh's money he expected to use to buy a new winter coat.
It was only due to additional contributions by sympathetic non-Catholics
that the church was saved from foreclosure. The Batavia church continued
in mission status served by priests
from
St. Charles.
When
Fr.
Prendergast
was assigned to St.
Charles, he made the determination
to purchase property for a Batavia
church on the northeast corner of Wilson Street and Van Buren. Within a
short time he took up residence in
Batavia, and St. Charles and Turner
Junction (West Chicago) became
outmissions of Batavia, along with the
congregation in Geneva. St. Charles
soon had its own pastor, and West
Chicago was severed from Batavia.
Elburn then became a mission served
by Batavia.
n In 1893 Fr. George Ratz was ap~/ pointed as pastor of Batavia by the
Diocese of Chicago, which administered northern Illinois from Lake Michi~

The Batavia Historian

J. Wood

gan to the Mississippi River. Fr. Ratz
was probably the first American-born
pastor of Holy Cross Church and was
a convert from the Lutheran Church.
With the typical zeal of a recent convert, Fr. Ratz encouraged his congregation in the financial crisis or panic of
1896-1897 to undertake the building
of a new church on the East Wilson
Street property. In lieu of money, many
parishioners gave time and materials,
serving long hours of labor in construction. Many of the men were quarry
workers out of work because of the
depression. Their knowledge of stone
allowed them to quarry, cut and dress
the limestone from the quarry of a parishioner, William Shannon.
The cornerstone
of Holy Cross
Church was laid in the spring of 1896,
and the church was completed and
dedicated on June 15,1897. Again the
Catholics were helped by the generosity of their non-Catholic friends. History has it that the bell still hanging in
the building was donated by a Protestant. Fr. Ratz served as pastor for
seven years, devoting his time to reducing the debt. He was assigned to
another parish in 1904 and was followed by four pastors: Fr. Lynch, the
last, served only two months when the
Diocese of Rockford was established
and Fr. Lynch returned to Chicago.
Fr. John F. McGuire was appointed
pastor of Holy Cross in one of the first
official acts of Bishop Muldoon in 1909.
In 1913 Fr. Daniel Lehane was appointed to Batavia and the time of
I

short-term appointments
was over. He remained as
pastor until 1929. It was
during the tenure of Fr.
Lehane that the Batavia
Plan for released time religious education was begun. With agreement between the School Board
and the churches of the
city, all elementary students
were released from school
for two-hour consecutive
periods, during which the
students were in attendance at the churches designated by their parents.
Holy Cross students were
taught by Sisters of Mercy from Aurora
and volunteer parents until 1953. At
this time members of the Daughters
of the Heart of Mary took up residence
in Holy Cross parish and were responsible for the classes still aided by numerous volunteers. This plan was copied by other school districts in the
United States. Locally it was known as
"Thursday Schoo!."
In 1929 Fr. William J. Donovan succeeded Fr. Lehane and began a tenure that would last for 38 years. Fr.
Donovan had been recruited from the
Diocese of Rochester, New York, and
worked in Aurora and Mooseheart before returning to New York to teach in
a seminary there. His return to Illinois
in 1929 was to be permanent, although
he made yearly pilgrimages back to his
beloved Genesee Valley and the Finger Lakes Region in New York.
In 1959 a one-story structure was
constructed on Holy Cross property to
house four classrooms and a multipurpose gymnasium/meeting room. The
school served only seventh and eighth
grade students and closed in June,
1976.
In addition to his work as pastor of
Holy Cross, Fr. Donovan served for
many years as Superintendent
of
Catholic Schools in the Rockford Diocese. In 1934 Niagara University honored him as one of its exceptional
"sons" with the honorary degree of
Doctor of Divinity. In 1945 Pope Pius
Continued on p. 6
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Holy Cross Catholic Church
by William J. Wood
Continued from p. 5

XII named him a Domestic Prelate with
the title of Right Reverend Monsignor.
Msgr. Donovan retired from active work
in 1967 but remained, in his words, "a
member of the parish" until his death
in 1987, one month short of his 103rd
birthday.
The religious order of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart assumed
care of the parish, with Fr. Raymond
Costello, M.S.C., as the pastor. Fr.
Costello remained until 1982, serving
both the parish and the Batavia Fire
Department as chaplain for many
years. A dedicated Fire Buff, he took
over as chaplain upon the death of his
good friend, Rev. Gilbert Johnstone,
pastor of the First Baptist Church. Parishioners often joked that if a fire alarm
sounded during Mass, the homily was
very short. It might be noted here that
when Rev. Johnstone died, Msgr.
Donovan remarked that when he died
he was going to live in Heaven with
the Johnstones where he could continue to enjoy the meals Helen sent to
him during his retirement.
The small white church that stood
on the southeast corner of Van Buren
and State served for years as the German Evangelical Church which later
merged with the Church of the Brethren. When the congregation moved to
the Brethren Church on North Van
Buren, Holy Cross bought the property
and renamed it Aquinas Hall. It was
used for parish group meetings for both
parish and community.
In July, 1988, the Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart left, and the Diocese of
Rockford again staffed the parish.
Bishop O'Neill appointed Fr. Stephen
St. Jules as the new pastor. A native
of Aurora, he had received his degree
in Theology from the University of
Louvain in Belgium. Returning to Rockford Diocese for ordination, he served
in several parishes before coming to
Holy Cross.
Shortly after assuming his pastorate
at Holy Cross, Fr. St. Jules and his
congregation became involved in planning for a new site and church. With
more than 1,000 parishioners and a
church seating slightly more than 300,
five weekend Masses still left standing-room only. Property was purchased
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on West Main Street just west of
Randall Road. Architectural drawings
were ordered for a new building to include not only a church but all space
necessary to carry on the work of the
parish. Ground was broken late summer of 1992, and dedication of the new
Holy Cross Church and building took
place on April 8, 1994. Bishop O'Neill
was the celebrant in one of his last official duties before resigning as bishop
of Rockford Diocese.
With a new church seating some
1,200 and administrative and classroom areas, it is hoped that the parish

will be well served for the coming
years. With just under 2,000 families/
households in 1997 four weekend

'.J

Masses are still necessary.
Over the years Holy Cross parish
has given seven priests to the church:
Fr. James Ryan, C.S.V.; Fr. Michael
Shanahan;
Fr. Edmund Petit; Fr.
James Vanderpool;
Fr. Leo Petit,
M.S.C.; Fr. Basil Vender, O.S.B. The
seventh "son," Fr. Max Striedl, Jr., was
ordained with parish-wide rejoicing in
1996, having been a member of Holy
Cross Church since Baptism.

W~~T~ DOING ~T T~~ mU~~Um?
by Carla Hill, Director

Fall is a time for planning at the museum. We had a very successful summer with a great attendance and a lot
of positive comments about our toy
display. The current exhibit, "School
Days ... Golden Rule Days", will remain up until we close in November.
We will also be putting up a Fall exhibit that will feature Halloween and
Thanksgiving customs and folklore.
The Fall Museum Volunteer Trip will
take place on Friday, October 10. We
will be going to Lake Geneva Historical Museum where we will be touring
the museum and Helen Brandt, Curator of the museum will be giving us a
program on the mansions that surround the lake. The afternoon will be
spent having lunch and shopping in
many specialty
shops in Lake
Geneva's downtown. We are hoping
for good weather and the trees around
the lake should be in full color. We are
also in the process of planning the volunteer Christmas party in December.
The Christmas ornament this year
features Gammon Corner. Each museum volunteer will receive one at the
volunteer Christmas luncheon. I will
also be selling the Depot Museum ornament which is a copy of the first ornament ever issued. There will be no
date on the ornament.
During the period of time that we are
closed this winter we will be working
on the development of the permanent
railroad exhibit that will feature the

Jerry Ruble artifacts. This exhibit will
be located on the main floor in the front
room of the museum.
We are also receiving many calls
from scout troops and the Batavia third
grade teachers for tours of the museum. Bill Hinchliff will also be bring-J
ing another tour through on Friday,;"""";
October 24.
Anyone who would like to volunteer
at the museum should contact Kathy
Fairbairn at 406-9041.

Oops -- We Slipped
The picture of the Civil War era
celebration in the last issue identified the third woman from the left
as Laura Esmay. Although that
was the identification on the back
of the picture in the Depot Museum
archives, Bill Wood has told us that
the person in question was actually a cousin of Laura's.
Our brief history of Calvary Episcopal Church in the same issue
had Father Blackard arriving in
1949. According to Jim Hanson,
one of the authors, several readers called him to point out -- as he
already knew -- that this date was
ten years too early. This was not
the authors' fault; blame the edi- ~
tor, who is not the world's best '\,-""
proofreader!

'"
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When Baseball Was King
Continued from p. 2

Lindbergh Crashes
-- Near Here
When Kally Klose, one of our members, read accounts in recent local
newspapers that Charles Lindbergh,
on August 18,1927, dropped a pouch
intended for Mooseheart in Batavia

1877 BATAVIA BASEBALL CLUB --left to right: John Miller, Ira Noaks, J. Clancy,
Will Derby, Bain, Silas Burr, Fred Doty, Charles Brigs and H. Wheeler
1908, we have what appears to be a
team of high school-aged players. We
are not sure what the "BJ" on the shirts
stands for; possibly, someone has
speculated, it was for Batavia Juniors.
~At

least two of those pictured are fathers of present Society members:
Philip Elfstrom and Claude Hanson,
Jim's father. There is no explanation
why three of those pictured on the
back row, one of whom is Philip
Elfstrom, are wearing coats, ties and
hats rather than baseball uniforms.
The most intriguing find in the archives search was a scorecard, completed in handwriting that would put
most of us today to shame, of an August 30, 1877, game played in Aurora
between Batavia and Aurora -- a
game that Batavia won by a score of
15 to 9 -- and a picture (shown above)
of that same Batavia team. The amazing thing is that someone took the
trouble to identify all the players in that
picture in the margin. When Bill Wood
saw this picture, he observed that one
of the players, identified as Ira Noaks,
was probably related, despite a difference in spelling, to the Bill Noakes
who was injured leading an attempted
lynching of Barney Vermilyer (see
Bill's story in the January 1996 issue).
A clipping from an unidentified

~newspaper,
probably from Elgin, described a game at Batavia between
the Elgin Quicksteps and that same
Batavia team: "The Quicksteps went
The Batavia Historian

down to Batavia yesterday and amid
the wildest noises ever heard in a civilized country, were taken in by the nine
of that burg known as the 'Batavias.'
An audience of about three hundred
of the 'loudest mouthed' people of
wind(mill) city, were on the premises,
and from the time the playing began,
until its close, every man, woman and
child yelled their loudest, except when
a commendable play was made by the
Quicksteps, when everyone was as
mum as an oyster. Although the
Batavians were loud in their applause
of the playing of its ball tossers, it was
not all unmerited, for we are informed
by the members of the Quicksteps,
that their opponents out-played them
both at the bat and in the field."
This game took place not many
years after baseball was invented, according to some questionable claims,
by General Abner Doubleday of Civil
War fame. So, it can be seen, Batavia
was a part of the national sport from
almost its beginning.
By binding players permanently to a team, the
reserve clause as it existed was manifestly
unfair to players; however, its elimination created continuous player turnover and destroyed
much of the loyalty both players and fans felt
for their teams.
1

2 Bussy Nelson recalls a hardball team named

the Batavia Blues that played in the 1930s. This
team well may have been a continuation of the
one in 1916.

(see the Windmill Herald, August 1,
1997), she was reminded of his crash,
a year earlier, on one of her family's
farms near Ottawa. Although she was
too young to remember it, the recounting by her family is vivid in her mind.
As recounted in the September 24,
1990, "Paging Back" section of the
Ottawa Daily Times, "the crash occurred on the foggy night of September 16, 1926 -- not long after
Lindbergh had contracted with the
U.S. Postal Service to fly mail from
St. Louis to Maywood near Chicago
by way of Springfield. Lindbergh ...
lost his way in a low fog over
Marseilles. Then, the main and auxiliary fuel tanks ran dry. So, Lindbergh
pointed the nose up, climbed from the
cockpit and parachuted off the wing.
He landed unharmed, in a cornfield."
When Kally's great aunt saw him walking out of the field, she asked, "You
weren't in the plane, were you?" "I
sure was," he replied.
Flying was far more dangerous
then, and navigational aids were very
primitive. It is ironic, though, that the
man who was to become the world's
most famous flyer following the first
solo flight from New York to Paris, got
lost and ran out of gas, crashing in
Illinois the year before, and then, a
year later, could not distinguish between Mooseheart and Batavia when
he had a pouch to drop.

We are deeply grateful
to the Pinnacle Bank of
Batavia, which has generously paid for the cost of
printing this issue of the
Historian.
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.-:----------------------------------------------------by Helen Bartelt Anderson
cow seemed

to

try to out-moo
the others in anticipation of the
daily treat. Papa
did this every
morning
until
about three rows
had been cut
and he could

Each year as mornings grow chilly
and dewy, my thoughts return to the
farm where I was born and grew up.
Memories of corn harvesting come to
mind. Corn was the largest of the grain
crops and marked the end of the harvest season. The harvesting of it
stretched from September through
November. Papa's goal was always
to finish by Thanksgiving Day.
About the time we started school in
the fall, Papa would "open" the fields
of corn by cutting each stalk of corn
in the first outside row with his big,
very sharp corn knife. He would load
the stalks in the wagon, drive along
the fence line of the cow pasture, and
throw the stalks over the fence to the
waiting, mooing herd of cattle. Each

easily maneuver
the
big corn
binder into the
field.
It was hard work for both the men
and the horses. Corn stalks are big
and tough. I remember Papa hitching
three horses to the binder when he
went to the field, but my brother,
Roger, told me that occasionally, if the
ground was soft, it was necessary to
use four. The corn binder cut the corn,
tied it into bundles, and dropped them
on the ground. They could be shocked
or loaded on wagons to be used for
silo filling.
Silo filling, unlike grain harvesting,
was a slower process and required
fewer men. A wagon load of bundles
would be brought up to the silo-filler,
where it was chopped and blown up
into the silo through long metal pipes
similar to stove pipes. Roger and I

Membership and Other Matters
, Since the last issue, three life members have been added to our rolls:

distribution of these new members
indicates that interest in Batavia's his-

Rosalie Jones and Robert and Marilyn
Phelps. Other new members (from
Batavia unless otherwise noted) include Gary Anderson (Northfield, illinois), Mr. and Mrs. John Flodstrom
(Big Rock, Illinois),
Helen Hill
(Waterman,
Illinois), Alma Karas,
Judith Morrigan (Lansing, Michigan),
Estelle M. Nellis, Frank and Bernice
Nelson, Avis Nordstrom (Annawan,
Illinois), Ralph Soderholm (Peru, illinois), Dave and Ramona Tudor
(Dixon, Illinois), and Robert J. and
Nancy B. Von De Bur. The geographic

tory spreads far beyond our city limits.
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Since the last issue, the Society has
received two donations of $100 or
more: The Furnas Foundation, $500,
and the Batavia High School Class of
'57, $100, after meeting with Bill Wood
at the Depot Museum during the Class
Reunion. We certainly appreciate
these gifts.
The Society will be sending issues
of the Historian to each of Batavia's
third grade teachers.

'---"
used to hurry home from school when
the silo fillers came. It was fascinating to watch the corn bundles disappear and listen to the shredded stalks
as they were blown up through the
pipes. Mama still had to cook meals
for the extra workers, but there were
only four or five, compared to the
threshers for whom it was like cooking for a banquet.
After the silo was filled, it was necessary to let the silage rest for several days to settle, then it was refilled.
Then there was a time of fermentation before it could be used for feed.
Mama warned Roger and me not to
enter the silo at the time because it
gave off poisonous fumes. One time
Roger climbed up to "check." He was
met by a swarm of angry hornets and
made a hasty retreat. He told me
about this daring deed shortly before
he died; I'll bet he never mentioned it
to Mama or Papa -- a well-kept secret.
After silo-filling came corn husking
and the end of the harvest season. ~
When Uncle Charlie lived with us, he
and Papa would each hitch a team of
horses to a box wagon. They went up
and down the rows, the patient horses
walking slowly so the pickers could
keep up. I remember hearing ear after ear as they hit the bang boards attached to the box wagons. Papa divided the fields into sections. Uncle
Charlie would work in one and Papa
in another. I don't remember that hired
men ever picked corn. Some years
Papa worked alone, which took him
several weeks.
Corn husking was hard work and
extremely uncomfortable and painful.
Heavy mittens would get soaked from
snow, sleet, and rain, which caused
cracked fingers and chapped hands.
I remember Mama rubbing Papa's
and Charlie's sore muscles and bandaging their fingers. It was a happy
day when the last row of corn was
picked and piled safety in the corn
crib. The bright yellow ears showed.
::
with all their beauty in now dark, drabQQ.;
surroundings.
A TIME TO GIVE THANKS!
The Batavia Historian
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Twenty-five Years Ago in Batavia

I

This is an excerpt from John
Gustafson's HISTORIC BATAVIA
written by Marilyn Robinson and
Jeffery Schielke and published by
the Historical Society. The book
should be available about the beginning of December. See end of
article for ordering instruction.

I

The start of 1972 marked the opening of new road leading to and from
Batavia. Kirk Road, a sprawling fourlane limited access freeway/highway,
was extended south from Wilson
Street to Butterfield Road, where it
connected with Farnsworth Avenue,
coming north out of Aurora. With the
extension and widening of Kirk Road
to four lanes, Batavia was to get its
first real taste of what can best be described as a small town version of a
super-highway. Kirk Road, as it ran
along the far eastern corporate and
township limits of Batavia, was to become an accident prone, almost
cursed, section of roadway. Time and
again in the years following the openng of Kirk Road, emergency units
""-"

HELP!
At the risk of becoming tiresomely
repetitious, we plead again for our
readers to give us their stories. After
every general meeting, we listen to
members telling how something related in the meeting, or an article in
the last Historian, reminds them of
something they should write. And then
we hear nothing more.
The pleasure this publication brings
to readers depends on its contents.
Having lived in Batavia only 34 years,
your editor cannot fill the pages from
his own experience -- which would
hardly be history anyway. We have
had some wonderful contributors, but
some day they may run out of stories.
With the help of some members, we
are reaching out for other sources -but we cannot know every place to
look.
Please send your material to Bill
,Hall, 345 N. Batavia Avenue. If you
~now of something but do not feel like
'-'putting
it in writing, call him at 8792033, and he will see that it gets taken
care of.
The Batavia Historian

sped out Wilson Street to yet another
serious Kirk Road accident.
Between January 1976 and December 1978, there would be 103
vehicle mishaps along Batavia's segment of Kirk Road, many of these involving personal injuries and even
deaths. Lower speed limits, more
lighting, additional stoplights -- nothing seemed to provide the answer for
the curse of Kirk Road. As the years
passed, the road continued to experience a high accident rate.
In another highway improvement
project, Fabyan Parkway was opened
as a four-lane highway running east
from Kirk Road to the DuPage County
line. Meanwhile, county officials finalized plans for the construction of the
new Fabyan Parkway bridge which
would connect Rts. 31 and 25 at the
north end of town.
The trend of growth begun in the
1960s was moving at full force by
1972. The impact of massive growth
really struck town in February when
Holiday Estates of America appeared
before the plan commission with plans
to build over 700 single-family units
and a shopping center on the land
south, west, and north of the Colonial
Village/Carlisle Road area. While history would show that actual development of this southwest side area was
still nearly a decade away, the proposal of someone wanting to drop 700
new houses in town in one subdivision quickly became the talk of the
town. When growth finally did occur
in this part of town, housing density
was significantly reduced by actions
of the plan commission and city council.
A business note to come before the
city council this year was a request
by sixth grade students of J.B. Nelson
School for the city to name a blocklong stretch of roadway in front of their
school William Wood Lane in honor
of the man who had served as teacher
and principal at the school since its
opening. The city complied.
Another city tradition drew to a close
in March when the long-held practice
of blowing the city's fire whistle for two
blasts at the stroke of noon was ended
by a vote of the city council. Reason
given for ending the practice was the
expansion of city offices to the second floor council chambers of the city

hall where the loud whistle was within
earshot of workers. The news brought
about some good natured complaining from residents who said that with
the whistle no longer marking the
noon hour, no one would know when
it was lunch time.
As the summer of '72 rolled into its
final weeks, ground fill was dumped
into the last remaining holes along
West Wilson Street where the pond
property, site of the second river channel of the Fox River, had once appeared. Thus, there came to an end
the last reminder of the days when
Batavia was "a two channel town."
A new main entrance off Kirk Road
to the NAL site was under construction and was to open in 1973 with
Mayor Brown cutting the ribbon. The
entrance was an extension of Pine
Street, a long-time familiar street to
Batavians.

The cost of John Gustafson's HISTORIC BATAVIA will be $24.95 for
hardback
and
$19.95
for
softcover. However, there is a discounted rate until January 1, 1998.
Anyone reserving copies before
January 1, 1998, will receive the
570 page book, (indexed) hardback for $20.95 and the softcover
for $15.95. This is a saving of
$4.00 per book.
To reserve copies of the book,
send a postcard to the Batavia
Historical
Society,
Box 14,
Batavia, IL 60510. Be sure to include your name, address, phone
number, and the number of copies (which ones) you wish to reserve.
If the books need to be mailed
to you, please enclose a check
with your reservation, particularly
if you wish the book before Christmas. See form in insert to this issue.
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Junior

$5.00

Treasurer

$1.00

Classroom

$5.00

Life (each)

$75.00

Life (family)
Business or Institution
Business or Institution Life

Mail to:

$10.00

Batavia Historical Society
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$125.00
$10.00

o

$100.00

This membership is being given as a gift

Prompt payment of dues is appreciated!
• You may put your name, address, and membership category on

a separate sheet if you do not want to clip the above form,

• If you would like to give a membership as a gift, send the above information and dues to the Society and indicate in the box
above that it is to be a gift. The gift membership card will be mailed to you so that you may enclose it with a personal card or note.
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