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THE BATAVIA HISTORIAN 

SOCIETY NEWS 

Plans for the spring meeting of the Society have not been finalized yet and will be included in the 
next issue of the news-letter.  

The annual meeting in December was enjoyed by almost 100 members.  In honor of the Society's 
over thirty years of existence, special recognition was given to many who have been instrumental 
in its success.  Colored ribbons were presented to a wide variety of past and present members 
symbolizing their contributions to the organization.  Those recognized included founding 
members, charter members, past and present officers and trustees, and the 1990 museum 
volunteers.  Our vice-president, Marilyn Robinson, did a great job in putting this all together!  

The following day I received a letter from Salle Kruger Stead, our first vice-president, and would 
like to share a few excerpts:  

"I received my November newsletter and am delighted to realize we are celebrating our 
30th birthday.  This is a testament to the spirit and character of Batavia.  

I shall forever treasure those many exciting months of research preceding the grant of our 
charter and the resultant knowledge of the town I chose to raise my five children in.  

I moved to Batavia in my early twenties with two small children and not knowing a soul.  
I had been told it would be difficult to adjust---not so---I treasure the memories of the 
many warm people who took my little family under their wings."  

It is nice to know that Batavia holds a special place in the memories of those who no longer 
reside here. Later in this newsletter is another example of someone moving away but still 
interested in his "home town".  



The election of officers at the December meeting brought two new people to the Board of 
Directors.  Patty Will is our new Recording Secretary and Marlene Rotolo is a new Director.  Re-
elected to their positions were Dot and Jim Hanson, Elliott Lundberg and Ray Anderson.  A 
complete list of Board members is on the last page.  

As many of you know, Lucile Gustafson died late last year.  She was an active and dedicated 
member of the Society, serving as president, trustee and historian over a period of ten years.  The 
Society is one of the beneficiaries of her estate.  

PLAUDETS 

............to Marilyn Robinson, our vice-president, for the series of in the Windmill Herald about 
some of the historic homes in Batavia.  

............to Jerry Miller for auditing our accounts again this year without charge as he has done for 
a number of years.  

............to Tom Mair for writing and publishing another interesting book about Batavia's past.  
The book, BATAVIA REVISITED sells for $12.00 and is available at both Johnson's and 
Rachielles' Drug Stores, the Book Nook, and the Benson, Mair & Gosselin law office.  
Those wishing to purchase a copy by mail may do so by sending Tom a check for $14.00 
at706 Maple Lane, Batavia.  

............to the Batavia Park District for securing the grants and providing the additional funds for 
the on-going projects at the Depot Museum site.  The Museum has been repainted, the 
Coffin Bank and the Gunzenhauser Gazebo have been relocated to the site, painted, and 
are being refurbished.  A new $38,000 matching grant has been received which will see 
the basement of the Museum made into a series of permanent displays covering a variety 
of scenes related to Batavia's development.  The work will be completed this year.  

............to Georgene & Walter Kauth for faithfully opening and closing the Museum on weekends  

............to Martha May Lundberg for scheduling the volunteers for many years and offering to 
continue this vital service.  

RED DOT ALERT 

Is there a red dot on the mailing label of this newsletter?  

If so, your 1991 dues have not been paid.  We're sure this is an oversight so please take care of it 
promptly.  Fill out the form on the last page and send it in with your dues.  Don't risk being 
removed from the mailing list.  



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

As the newsletter is sent third-class bulk mail, undeliverable copies are not returned to us and 
there is no assurance they will be forwarded.  Thus, it is important that you notify the Society of 
any change in your address.  In the past several months five members have moved and I was 
lucky enough to read or hear about it so I could call them to secure their new addresses.  There is 
no guarantee this will always happen so it is important that you let us know if you move.  

EDITOR'S COMMENT 

The newsletter is the responsibility of the president of the Society.  In attempting to make it of 
interest, I have tried to include a variety of items related to Batavia's past.  However, my 
knowledge of our community's past is limited and I need to rely on the help of others.  During 
the last three years eight people have been most helpful by contributing original articles and/or 
items written by others.  My sincere "Thanks" to these individuals: Ariadne Fredendall Boyd, Joe 
Burton, Miriam Johnson, Ray Patzer, Nancy Newlin Pearce, Marilyn Robinson, Ted Schuster, 
and Oliver Wolcott.  

Several times I have asked the members to drop a line with their remembrances and several have 
done so.  Again, I ask for more of these.  They needn't be long, but they are important in 
preserving a picture of life in Batavia at various times.  As I have said before, our "past" will be 
"history" to those in the future.  

Jim Hanson  

LEND A HAND 

The Museum will open again in March.  Our volunteer coordinator, May Lundberg, can always 
use additional hosts and hostesses.  It only requires two hours of your time once a month or even 
less often.  The hours are from 2 - 4 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays.  Give May a call at 879-3660.  I'm certain she can use your services on a date 
convenient for you.  

Also remember to keep some time free to help at the Cigrand Antique Show on June 8th and 9th.  
This is a benefit for our Society and our coordinator, Carole Dunn, will be asking for volunteers 
this spring.  Now that you have your 1991 calendars you can mark down the dates.  

LIBRARY EXHIBIT COMING 

Tentative plans have been made to display a number of our smaller artifacts in the exhibit case at 
the Batavia Library in the coming months.  Be sure to watch for it.  



MINI-QUIZ 

1. When Batavia's telephones changed to a dial system, the local exchange for Batavia was 
"TR9" (which evolved into the present "879").  The "TR" was an abbreviation for what 
word?  

2. In the years around 1960 Batavia became well-known as the home of a prolific writer of 
"Letters to the Editor" to both local and Chicago newspapers.  What was his name?  

3. What two related events occurred on Nov. 17, 1959 and Jan. 17, 1990?  

Answers on page 6.  

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

Batavia is an ever-changing town.  Some of those changes are reflected in things we no longer 
see that were commonplace some 20, 30, 40 or 50 years ago.  Just a few that come to mind that 
may bring back memories are:  

............the name "BATAVIA" spelled out in concrete letters in front of the high school (now the 
Junior High) . . . the winding narrow road leading out of Quarry Park behind the West 
Side Cemetery.  

............mailboxes at corners all around town, often not more than several blocks from any home.  

............railroad tracks running down the middle of Water St. between Wilson & First streets and 
also in the street on Island Ave. (now called Shumway).  

............"Streamer", the fire department mascot, riding on the fire trucks.  

............the steam pipes hanging on the south side of the Wilson St. bridge used to pipe heat from 
the city plant to the east side businesses.  

............the foot bridge across the river at the CA&E powerhouse dam south of town. 

............the brick pavement on Batavia Ave. and on Wilson St. from Washington Ave. to Batavia 
Ave.  

............burning the Christmas trees on "Twelfth Night" at Quarry Park. 

............the "riding horse" barber chair for giving haircuts at Mike Schomig's barbershop to small 
children. 

............the railroad spur line that ran into the "U.S." building along Wilson St. 

............the stile over the fence that separated the old McWayne School property from the 
Township Park (now the site of the present McWayne School.)  

............the bench at the southwest corner of Batavia Ave. and Wilson St. 

............the Legion carnivals each summer at the Township Park.  



AN OLD-TIMER REMEMBERS BATAVIA 

The following comes from a letter written in 1925 to the editor of the Herald.  

"As my time must be about expired, I am enclosing my check herewith for the ensuing 
year. Mrs. George Otis (formerly Mrs. Frank Averill) is our near neighbor and my wife 
was Beda Bradley, born in Batavia in 1858.  Mrs. Otis calls every day or so and we all 
eagerly peruse the issues of your paper and discuss affairs and people in the home town.  

My parents moved to Batavia in 1864.  I attended school in the old stone school house 
with frame addition located where a Swedish church now stands.  Then a new school was 
erected and we went into that and had Prof. H. O. Snow for principal. My immediate 
teacher was Miss Ellen McWayne (God bless her).  

Leaving school, I did odd jobs, such as cleaning up the yard for Mrs. William 
VanNortwick, picking strawberries in the Kenyon strawberry patch, riding astride a horse 
to keep him in the straight and narrow path in the plot of ground adjoining Dr. Williams’ 
strawberry patch south of the Asylum which I think in those days was a private school.  

In the fall I would go to the country south of town and west of Judge Lockwood's and 
pick potatoes at four cents a bushel.  Then I went to work for Isaac Stephens on the farm 
located on the north side of Mill Creek.  

There was dense timber in those days along Fox River and the river abounded with fish.  
I have seen men drive through town in a single horse wagon and go into the river with a 
seine and take away a wagon load of fish.  

My next employment was in the grocery store run by E. K. Green on the west side.  I next 
entered the employ of H.B. Spooner in the Variety Store on the west side next to Buck 
and Porter's.  Mr. Spooner had only recently returned to Massachusetts from the Civil 
War and had followed his brother-in-law Daniel Halladay to Batavia.  Soon thereafter he 
sent to Massachusetts for his daughter, Ada, and I remember well the occasion of Mr. S. 
going via the C.B.& Q. to Aurora to bring his daughter to his new home.  

Myron Kessler had married the daughter of Levi Newton and opened the Island Drug 
Store and I entered his employ and was in his employ when the store was taken over by 
Seymour Wolcott, who took me along with the store and I slept in the store and boarded 
with Mrs. Elson (daughter of L.D. Conde) and she was a second mother to me.  

About this time I met and courted Miss Beda Bradley.  She was attending school on the 
east side.  My connection with the Island Drug Store was severed by sickness and I went 
temporarily to Rochelle to which place my parents had removed.  

Returning to Batavia, I entered the employ of Joseph Burton, dealer in dry goods, 
groceries, boots and shoes.  There I had the delightful companionship of Amos, Thomas, 
and Mary Burton and the splendid business instruction of their patriarchal father.  



I have to thank my old employers, Horatio Spooner and Seymour Wolcott for the 
inspiration derived from their high character and business capacity.  

To use our Ante Nuptial names, Calista Daly Otis, Beda Bradley Satterlee and the writer, 
await weekly the arrival of the Herald from the old town.  

The Home Town Paper 

When the evenin' meal is over an' the dishes put away,  
An' you settle down to store your happenin's of the day,  

Comes a peaceful feelin' o'er you, brushin' from your face a frown,  
As you scan the weekly paper from your old home town. 

Faithful yours,  

John C. Satterlee  

Chicago, Apr. 26, 1925"  

Mr. Satterlee certainly worked for a variety of employers.  I also found some of the "language" 
used quite different than is common today.  

PRESENTING THE B.H.S. CLASS OF . . . . . . . . . 

Do you recall the pictures of high school graduating classes which were on display at the old 
high school?  For the past several years a number of us have been trying to find out what 
happened to them with no success.  Fortunately, Tom Mair did not give up.  Although the large 
original displays are gone, photo copies of them had been made.  Last month Marilyn Robinson 
located them in storage at the present high school.  

The Batavia School District has given the Society one of the two sets of pictures.  This album 
starts with the first class of the combined east and west side schools in 1911 and continues 
through the graduating class of 1961.  Thank you, District #101, for the gift!  

MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS 

1.  The "TR" in the first dial numbers stood for Tremont.  

2. Batavia's letter writer was Oke Pomp.  I won't attempt to comment further as Oke was a 
unique character who could be the focus of a full article by himself.  

3. Nov. 17, 1959 was the date when 22 people met at the home of Eunice Shumway to 
discuss preserving Batavia's history.  A committee was appointed to write a constitution, 
nominate officers, and plan for enrolling members for an historical society.  On Jan. 17, 
1990, our Society was officially organized at a meeting held in the Congregational 
Church.  



PRE-WEDDING FRIVOLITY 

The following is a copy of a script used at a party prior to the wedding of a Batavia couple 
around 1900 copied by the prospective bride who changed the names.  

"Fellow Conspirators. We are assembled here for the preliminary of a grave event.  It is 
becoming that such great and solemn events should have a fitting prelude; so in honor of this 
hour, I command that you applaud these victims of "This Earth born fate" who are about to take 
the Holy Vows of Wedlock.  I also command that if either of you have been guilty of 
unmaidenly or ungentlemanly attitudes or expressions permissable only to those of more mature 
experiences that you do now make open confession.  

I also command that if any in this company know of either of these unhappy people, being guilty 
of unusual hours, of winking or blushing at each other, or making goo-goo eyes, that you, my 
esteemed friends, confess it now or hereafter let your lips be sealed.  And now:  

Ray Sperry, do you solemnly promise that in taking this young maiden, you will get up in the 
mornings; make the fires no matter if Mercury is playing with Zero, and his many brothers and 
sisters below; then fix the coffee and empty the slops; that you will always be faithful in your 
post as in your courtship duties; that you will never complain when the biscuits are heavy, the 
beef-steak burned, or the dinner late; that you will never tell your wife, "How Mother used to 
cook.”  That you will be in promptly at eight; put out the cat, and never be late.  That you will 
never allow the little demon, Temper, become master of your now tranquil happy intoxication, 
but always be jolly and never sad.  That you will be more anxious to sprout wings from your 
shoulders than to raise a moustache or carry a cane; and finally, Ray, will you try in every 
conceivable manner to be an ideal Hubby; that on pay-days you will never touch your envelope 
unless your wife seems to be so inclined to give you what she thinks necessary.  

Answer my commands be saying, “Yes, I do so agree.”  

And you, Nellie Guy, you must also promise as far as in you lies to look after the interests of 
your new Sovereign Master, ever remembering that you are to be a dutiful and obedient wife; 
you must promise that the bread shall not be too sticky, the meat too tough, the pie to much like 
paper weights, nor the coffee too thin.  You must also promise that the holes in his stockings 
shall never be allowed to get larger than a silver dollar; nor all the buttons be pulled off by the 
wringer.  You also promise to request him to keep his nails, especially those of his feet, properly 
trimmed, and always keep uppermost in your mind that, "The way to a man's heart is through his 
stomach."  

Answer my commands by saying, "Yes."  

Take hold of your right hands.  With this ring, and I with this shower, promise you, a bogus man 
and wife, that you may have a long happiness, and in future years when the Rays and Nellies are 
gathered around your fireside, you can relate again and again, your strange but happy wedding. 
So let it be!  



BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION:  1991 

 

NAME(s)  ____________________________________________   

ADDRESS  ___________________________________________  

CITY  ________________________ STATE  ____ ZIP  _______  

Mail to:  Treasurer, Batavia Historical Society 
                        P.O. Box 14, Batavia, Illinois 60510  

 

 

1991 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Office  Office Holder Term ends  
Co-Presidents  Dot & Jim Hanson  Dec. 1992 
Vice-President  Marilyn Robinson  Dec. 1991 
Recording Secretary  Patty Will  Dec. 1992 
Corresponding Secretary  Georgene Kauth  Dec. 1991 
Treasurer  Elliott Lundberg  Dec. 1992 
Historian  Bill Wood  Dec. 1991 
Directors  Ray Anderson  Dec. 1992 

Bob Cox  Dec. 1991 
Bob Popeck Dec. 1991 
Marlene Rotolo Dec. 1992 

DUES  
Individual:  $3  
Joint/Family:  $5  
Sustaining:  $10+ 
Life (each):  $50 
Business or 
Institutional: $10 
Bus/Inst. Life $100 
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SPRING MEETING ARRANGED 

Plans for the spring meeting have been finalized and we are looking forward to a good turnout to 
show our appreciation for this special group of Batavians who will present the program.  

DATE:  Sunday, April 28, 1991  

TIME:  3:00 p.m.  

PLACE:  Bartholemew Room, Civic Center, 327 W. Wilson St.  

PROGRAM:  The 3rd grade students from H. C. Storm School will present a program 
about the history of Batavia based on what they have learned during the 
local history unit.  

BUSINESS:  Following the program, a brief business meeting will be held.  In addition, 
Carla Hill will give us the latest information on the project for displays in 
the basement of the Depot Museum including sketches depicting these 
displays.  

SOCIAL:  The meeting will close with our usual chance for conversation with friends 
over coffee and cookies.  

As always, I am looking for volunteers to bake some cookies for the meeting as the homemade 
variety are so much better than store-bought.  If you will bring some, please call Marilyn 
Robinson (879-2253) and let her know so she can plan accordingly!  



MINI-QUIZ 

1. In 1914 Dr. H.H. Whitten announced the opening of the Batavia Hospital.  Where was it 
located?  

2. In 1968 Batavia's merchants started a special February promotion with many stores 
offering the same "come-on" item for 22¢.  What was the item?  

3. What do the names Lowell and Manchester have in common in relation to Batavia?  

Answers on page 5  

OOPS, AGAIN 

In the last issue's "mini-quiz" and its answers, I inadvertently typed a wrong date and then 
missed it when proofreading.  In the question about the two dates related to the forming of the 
Society the second date was listed as Jan. 17, 1990 and should have been 1960.  

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

The last year has seen four new life memberships in the Society making our total well over sixty.  
These new enrollees in this special group are Dolores Carlson, Virginia Jackson, Alvan Collins, 
and the Harris Bank-Batavia.  This display of interest and commitment to our organization is 
most welcome.  

HOUSE PLAQUING COORDINATOR APPOINTED 

At its January meeting, the Board of Directors appointed Bob Pikrone as the new house plaquing 
coordinator.  He replaces Ed LaMorte who, after many years in the position, asked to be relieved.  
Mr. Pikrone's response to a plea for volunteers in a recent newsletter was welcomed by the 
Board.  

Presently, twenty-one homes or other buildings in Batavia have plaques designating them to be 
over 100 years old.  Anyone interested in securing a plaque must file an application with the 
coordinator.  The application requires the owner to provide information about the building along 
with documentation as to its age.  Once the application is approved by the coordinator and his 
committee, it is forwarded to the Board of Directors for final approval.  Once final approval is 
given and the fee to cover expenses is paid, the Society orders the plaque and delivers it to the 
applicant.  The present cost is $70.00.  

Anyone interested may secure more information and an application from Bob Pikrone by giving 
him a call.  His home phone is 557-2222, or he may be reached at work by calling 584-1818.  



GOING TO TOWN ---SOME CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 

Helen Bartelt Anderson 

My first remembrance of the City of Batavia was the celebration on the bridge of the end or 
World War I.  I can recall the hanging and burning of the Kaiser in effigy; the shouting, milling 
crowd; and the miserably cold, drizzly day.  Mother took me inside the Chicago, Aurora & Elgin 
depot where we watched through the window.  I was four years old.  

I was born and grew up on my parents' farm east of Batavia on Warrenville Road.  At an early 
age, and when the weather was pleasant, my father would take either my brother or me on the 
light farm wagon to deliver our milk to the dairy where Phil Elfstrom's building is now located at 
25 N. River St.  Even the horses enjoyed this trip in the early morning.  

Arriving at the dairy, my father would lift the heavy eight or ten gallon cans of milk up onto a 
landing where Mr. Ed Stafney, inspector, would lift the cover from each can and smell the 
contents.  A sample was taken to determine the amount of butterfat.  The more butterfat, the 
higher the price paid for the milk.  The cans then were sent down a metal chute where someone 
at the other end would dump the milk into a big vat.  I never knew what happened to the milk 
after that.  The cans were washed with a hot solution under pressure that gave off a lot of steam, 
and we would pick them up at another doorway to be taken back to the farm and refilled that 
evening and the next morning at milking time.  

Quite often there were groceries to buy at Kinne & Jeffrey's (the SE corner of Wilson and River) 
or at Patch & Lemley's.  My mother didn't believe in candy for children, but sometimes my dad 
would give me a penny for lemon drops or horehound candy.  Quinn's Harness Shop was next to 
Patch & Lemley's.  I loved the scent of the new leather and was fascinated by leather punches, 
rivets, harness buckles, etc.  These places were on Wilson Street along the north side between the 
bridge and River St.  William Chamberlain had a barber shop in that same area.  

Occasionally, there was a visit to Fred Briggs' blacksmith shop to have new shoes put on the 
horses.  His place was on N. River St. and later became Merrifield's Garage if I remember right.  

Across the street from the dairy was George Howarth's Feed Store.  

He also sold bolts and parts for farm machinery, twine to tie the bundles of grain for harvesting, 
etc.  We stopped often at Feldott's Implement Store on E. Wilson St. where there were so many 
interesting things to see, including boxes of fluffy, yellow chicks in the spring.  

One of my greatest joys was when there was time to stop for a visit with my grandfather, Carl 
Bartelt, who lived on E. Wilson St. just beyond the city limits.  My aunt, Mrs. Amanda 
Alberding, always seemed to have ready a big, fat sugar cookie or a freshly fried doughnut, and 
always a cup of steaming coffee for my dad from a big granite coffee pot that sat on the back of 
the cook stove.  



PIGEONS, PIGEONS, PIGEONS ... 

Joe Burton 

Back in the 1600's, the skies over the area that was to become Batavia were often black with 
birds---passenger pigeons.  Ornithologists estimate three to five billion of these birds once 
covered the eastern part of the United States.  They were called "passenger pigeons" because 
they traveled great distances in search of food.  As acorns were a favorite delicacy, their natural 
habitat was oak forests.  Their numbers began to decline in the early 1800's when they became 
popular as a food item for humans and they now are extinct.  The last of these birds died in 
captivity in 1941.  

Early this century, however, another kind of pigeon began to inhabit the skies over Batavia.  
These were known as "homing" or "racing" pigeons.  Like their cousins the passenger pigeon, 
they were free to roan the skies, but instead of going home to nests in the trees, they lived in lofts 
near the homes of the people who owned them.  

These were tame birds.  A loft was a room used only by the pigeons, usually located in the top of 
a garage or barn.  There they slept, ate, and raised their young.  The owners provided food and 
water.  

Why were they called "homing pigeons"?  They had a peculiar knack of knowing where home 
was located.  When let out of the loft they quickly took flight and soared around in circles.  In 
this way they evidently learned what "home" looked like.  Also, by some almost magical trait, a 
sense of direction enabled them to find the way home from great distances.  

This homing instinct led to the introduction of pigeon races.  Owners would each gather their 
best birds, put them in a ventilated crate, and take or ship them to a distant point.  All crates were 
opened at the same time and the first birds to arrive back home were the winners.  Betting was 
understandably popular.  Flights varied from shortened distances such as fifty miles to as many 
as 1,000 miles in length.  

On race days, which were usually on weekends, each owner in a racing club would deliver a 
crate with his bird(s) to the railroad baggage agent.  All birds were shipped on the same train to 
the same destination where they were released simultaneously at a predetermined time as 
decided by the owners (club members).  

Back home, each owner anxiously began scanning the skies watching for his birds to appear.  
When a bird returned and entered the loft, the owner registered the time by taking a band off the 
pigeon's leg and inserting it into a special time clock.  Later all clocks from the owners were 
compared and the winners determined.  

(continued) 



There were at least four Batavians who raised and raced pigeons.  The four I definitely know 
raced were Sherman Anderson, John Van Burton, Carl More, and John Van Nortwick, Jr.  Each 
had his own loft and a flock of fifty or more birds.  During the First World War, these owners as 
well as others allover the United States, gave homing pigeons to the armyꞏwhich used them 
extensively to carry messages.  Communication technology in WWI certainly differed from what 
was used in Desert Storm!  

Lacking proof that such activities were as popular in Geneva, St. Charles, Elgin and Aurora, I 
hereby proclaim Batavia the racing pigeon capital of the Fox River Valley.  

(Note: As a youngster I often helped my uncle, Carl More, with his pigeons and remember well 
going with him on "pigeon business" to St. Charles on numerous occasions, so I feel certain at 
least that community also had a number of club members. Jim Hanson)  

MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. The Batavia Hospital was located in the stone house at 114 N. Washington Ave. which is 
often referred to as the Peckworth or DuFour or Bothwell house.  

2. The promotional item for the merchants' February sales was small, frozen cherry pies for 
22¢.  This tied into the date of the sale weekend which was Washington's birthday, 
February 22nd, along with the cherry tree legend about him.  

3.Before Batavia had its post office in 1841, it had no official name.  One of the most 
frequent references was Head of the Big Woods.  In a letter written by Isaac Wilson in 
1837, he made reference to Lowell opposite the Head of the Big Woods.  Thus it must 
have referred to part of what is now Batavia.  At about the same time a proposed plat for 
land on the east side of the Fox River north of present-day State St. and about three 
blocks in depth was drawn by John VanNortwick.  It also included the northern part of 
the island and a dam connecting the two areas plus some buildings (mills?).  He refers to 
it as Manchester.  A later plat for the same area filed in the early 1840's dropped the 
name.  The Society has copies of both of these early plats in its files. Thus, this name 
also related to part of Batavia in the late 1830's.  



SOUTH BATAVIA AVE. IN 1914 

 

 

The picture above shows the west side of S. Batavia Ave. between First and Main streets in 
1914.  Many of the buildings are gone, but a number still stand.  The businesses at that time 
starting at First St. (foreground on righthand side) were:  

Johnson & Carlson, groceries.  
W. S. Winchell, sewing machines, bicycles, musical instruments  
J. Seth Anderson, jeweler and stationer  
Anderson & Johnson, barbers  
William Alverson, confections  
Herman Zinn, Druggist  
Emil Larson, saloon  
Carl Anderson, motorcycles  
Anton Johnson, tailor  
H. O. Warren, barber  
Philip Strobel, saloon  
Jim Elworthy, prop., Revere House  
Ed Collins, confectioner, lunches, ice cream, stationer & plumber  
Nels Benson, meat market  
George Burton, groceries and hardware.  

The first three were all in the large frame building in the foreground.  Carl Johnson's memories 
of his father's store were in the July, 1988 issue of the newsletter.  The 1914 City Directory lists 
Adelia Rickert as having a boarding house at an address between the jeweler and the barbershop 
with Sarah Honeywell selling corsets at the same address.  Was there an opening leading to a 
house set back where the Oh Henry 5¢ sign can be seen?  

(continued) 



Barber poles can be seen in front of both barbershops.  The buildings housing the last three 
businesses still are in use near Main St. as is the one for Strobel's saloon (Stosh's barbershop 
building).  Behind the trees is the stone building where today are located Dr. Casillas's office and 
the former Johnson Drug Store.  

This picture, which is on an old postcard in the Society's collection, isn't the only display of how 
things have changed.  The other side of the card has a 1¢ stamp for postage!  

UPDATE ON MUSEUM EXPANSION 

Carla Hill 

The contract for the Depot Museum basement displays has been awarded to Omnicon Ltd. from 
Elk Grove Village.  This firm has extensive experience in exhibit design.  

There will be three handpainted murals incorporated into the displays.  Displays will include an 
Indian display, the Christopher Payne cabin, one on early immigration, Batavia's quarries, the 
windmill companies, the Newton wagon, and a photographic display on architecture.  

The completion date is estimated to be around the middle of June.  

I am seeking help of two types in getting ready for the final construction of these displays.  First, 
I am looking for photographs of early Batavia scenes to copy for use in the displays.  All 
photographs will be returned after they have been copied unless you specify you wish to donate 
them to the Society.  I am looking for a wide variety of scenes and need these fairly soon.  If you 
have any such photographs you will loan me, please call (879-5235).  

The second type of assistance I will be needing sometime around the middle of May are 
volunteers who would be willing to help clean the artifacts which are to be included in the 
basement displays.  This will involve working at the Museum at a time which is scheduled to be 
most convenient for those willing to help.  Please call me if you would be available to help with 
this task--again at the Park Dist. office (879-5235).  

THANKS! 

My sincere thanks to Helen Anderson and Joe Burton for sending me the two articles in this 
issue.  Stories and memories of this type help preserve our local history.  I trust more of our 
members will share some of their recollections.  Long or short, they all are welcome! Please jot 
yours down and send them to me at P.O. Box 14, Batavia.  

Jim Hanson  



BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION:  1991 

 

NAME(s)  ____________________________________________   

ADDRESS  ___________________________________________  

CITY  ________________________ STATE  ____ ZIP  _______  

Mail to:  Treasurer, Batavia Historical Society 
                        P.O. Box 14, Batavia, Illinois 60510  

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Please remember to pay your dues if you have not done so already.  The dues pay for the printing 
and mailing of the newsletters and, like everything else, these cost rise.  The recent change in 
postal rates included a 29% increase in the rate the Society pays for its bulk mailing.  

DUES  
Individual:  $3  
Joint/Family:  $5  
Sustaining:  $10+ 
Life (each):  $50 
Business or 
Institutional: $10 
Bus/Inst. Life $100 
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The 

Second Annual 

Bernard Cigrand 
Antique 

Show and Sale 
June 8 and 9, 1991  
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Batavia Civic Center 

327 W. Wilson Street (1 blk. west of Rt. 31) 

Batavia, Illinois 60510 

PROCEEDS FROM THE SHOW WILL BENEFIT THE BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.  



I WANT YOU! 

Do you remember those wartime posters with Uncle Sam pointing and saying, "I want you!" to 
encourage enlistments in the Army?  This time the finger is pointing at you to remind you that 
the Society needs your assistance at the Antique Show.  

As mentioned in the January newsletter, Carole Dunn volunteered to coordinate our efforts this 
year.  The show is a benefit for the Society and I trust many of you will offer to help.  Your 
rewards are the satisfaction of helping the Society, the chance to see friends and meet new 
people, and a complimentary ticket to the show---all for a few hours of your time!  

Carole is looking for volunteers to assist in several tasks.  Look these over and then let her know 
what you are willing to do:  

1. Collect admissions at the door (where the largest number of people are needed.)  

2. Put up directional signs along the highways the day before the show.  As the 
Marine Corps ads say, "Looking for a few good men."  

3. Take advertising brochures/posters to area stores and ask that they be made 
available (brochures) or displayed (posters).  This will need to be done in the near 
future.  

Don't procrastinate---call now! A call from you is much more pleasant than needing to make a 
call to you asking for help.  Carole Dunn's phone number is 879-3988. If you miss her the first 
several tries (she's a busy lady!), call Dot or Jim Hanson at 879-7492.  Please let us know as soon 
as possible to facilitate scheduling.  

MINI-QUIZ 

1.  About 40 years ago the City of Batavia contracted with Al Shandor to provide a service 
for its residents.  What was this service which is related to one that has been in the news 
recently?  

2. About 30 years ago a new town was started between Batavia and Warrenville which its 
developers projected would have a population above 50,000 by 1990.  Instead, it was 
purchased to become a part of Fermilab and its houses are now used by that facility.  
What was the name of this short-lived community?  

3. About 20 years ago, twenty individuals and businesses in Batavia donated the funds 
needed to purchase the CB&Q RR depot which became our Depot Museum.  How many 
of these people or firms can you name and which two spearheaded the purchase effort?  

Answers on page 5.  



A BATAVIA WELCOME FOR TWO SONS OF THE "OLD COUNTRY." 

Elliott Lundberg 

The majority of the Swedes who came to Batavia came from the area within a number of miles 

from Veddige in the province of Halland.  My grandmother, Martha Lena Lundberg was 28 

years of age when she came to Batavia and she had a number of friends from her youth with 

whom she kept in touch.  For many years she took in boarders and most of them were sons of 

Martha's friends in Veddige.  Their mothers would write to their old friend Martha and arrange 

for their sons to stay with her or find some other suitable boarding place, with a Swedish family 

of course.  

On a hot summer day in the mid 1920s two young Swedes named Carl Flingstrom and Axel 

Thoren from Veddige came to America and found their way to the corner of First St. and 

Jefferson St. in Batavia.  They sat down either to rest from the heat or to guess which way on 

Jefferson St. they should go.  They were dressed in heavy wool suits and carried suitcases.  

It was noon time and Freda Lundberg saw them on her way home to lunch from the U. S. Wind 

Engine and Pump Co., where she worked.  My mother, Svea Lundberg, was at her mother-in-

law’s that day when Freda arrived for lunch and Freda told her mother that she thought her two 

new boarders were down at the corner.  So Svea walked down to the corner, greeted Carl and 

Axel in Swedish and guided them to 15 S. Jefferson.  

Years later Carl Flingstrom told me about his first day in Batavia beginning at the corner of First 

and Jefferson Streets.  

After lunch, Martha Lundberg told the boys that they needed some different clothes and she sent 

them down to Jules Morris store on East Wilson St.  At the time men were digging ditches on 

Wilson St. 



for the sewer lines and Carl said that he and Axel couldn't understand why the men stared at 

them as they walked down the street on a sweltering summer day dressed up in their heavy 

woolen suits - two pure "green Swedes", Carl said they had never experienced heat like that until 

they came to this country.  

When they arrived at the store Jules Morris waited on them.  Jules Morris was a Jewish merchant 

and gentleman and he spoke the language - Swedish.  They told him their needs and he asked 

them where they were staying.  This apparently established their credit.  He helped them with 

their purchases and on completion invited them to go with him across the street where he bought 

them each an ice cream soda.  Carl said that nothing in his life to that time ever tasted so good.  

Then Jules Harris asked them if they had a job, which they did not.  So Jules got on the phone 

and arranged jobs for them in a local factory, telling them when and where to report for work.  I 

guess they went back to Jules Morris when they needed clothes again.  

To my knowledge, all but one of Martha Lundberg's boarders were Swedes.  She had a boarder 

by the name of Hoover.  I believe he was staying there when he entered service in World War I 

and returned there after the war.  At any rate he was boarding at 15 S. Jefferson after the war and 

had been gassed or wounded, or both during the war and was not in too good health.  He died 

some time after the war and was the first veteran buried in the American Legion plot in the West 

Side cemetery.  For many years his helmet and gas mask hung in the barn at 15 S. Jefferson.  



MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS 

1.Al Shandor collected the "garbage.  "Batavia's new contract for collecting garbage/trash will 
include recycling of cans, bottles, plastic and newspapers.  Al Shandor didn't recycle these but 
did recycle the true garbage by feeding it to pigs on a farm south of town on the east side.  Not 
only was the "garbage to pork" recycling different from today's, but so was his equipment.  See 
the picture below.  

2.The new town was called Weston.  The developers not only predicted 50,000 residents (it 
reached about 500 before being bought for Fermilab) but was to have an airport, two hospitals, 
and "the largest shopping center in the midwest.”  

3.When Phil Elfstrom and Art Swanson heard that Aurora's Fox Valley Park District planned to 
buy the CB&Q depot and move it to Pioneer Park, they quickly solicited $50 from each of the 
other contributors and purchased the building.  It was then offered to the Batavia Historical 
Society for a museum.  A few years later the Furnas Foundation donated $5,000 in memory of 
Gilbert Hansen towards the restoration of the depot plus providing dollar for dollar matching 
funds for donations made by the public.  The public responded to the fund drive and the needed 
$40,000 was raised in eight weeks.  

Those twenty original donors were: Clifford V. Anderson, Victor E. Anderson, Robert A. 
Becker, Philip B. Carlson, William H. Clark, Roy David, Philip B. Elfstrom, Leroy H. Feece, 
Bert L. Johnson, William L. Laird, John T. Lincoln, Hertha Mullins, Donald L. Peterson, 
William Rachielles, Arthur W. Swanson, Batavia Bank, Batavia Savings & Loan, First National 
Bank of Batavia, Hubbard's Home Furnishings, and Phipp's Department Store.  

 



With spring arriving and people planting their gardens, it seemed an appropriate time to print the 
following remembrance written by Batavia's most famous chronicler.  

DAD AND HIS POTATOES 

John Gustafson 

I remember Dad and his seed potatoes and the actual pleasure he derived from cutting his "seed."  
He cut these with infinite love, care, thoughtfulness and patience.  As long as he was able, he cut 
these pieces himself, never delegating this work to anyone else.  He considered it a job that took 
much skill and experience.  

He wasn't like the man who had to separate the big potatoes from the little ones and who got "all 
wore out" making so many decisions.  

I remember watching him.  He sat in a low chair or on an overturned box with a pan of potatoes 
on his left and an empty pan or basket on his right.  He always saw that his knife was sharp to 
start with and he kept it that way.  Potato varieties vary greatly.  Some have large tubers with few 
eyes and others are small with many eyes.  Some eyes are deeply sunken; others are hardly 
visible.  Every tuber is an individual.  He had to decide, and decide quickly, just how to cut every 
potato to get every possible seed piece from it.  He cut these pieces so that every one had two or 
three eyes and the same amount of bulk as possible.  He tried to avoid cutting through an eye and 
to cut each piece lengthwise of the tuber.  Even today, remembering Dad, I approach this task 
with a little fear and trembling.  Commercial potato growers would say all this care is silly.  They 
just slam-bang through and let the cuts come where they will.  Time is too valuable in this day 
and age.  

He allowed the cut surfaces to dry before planting, thinking that they might rot if planted while 
the surfaces were wet and fresh.  

Before we had our own horses and equipment, we got the man who plowed the ground to plow 
out the furrows about three feet apart.  Later we did this ourselves with a one-shovel plow that 
threw the dirt out both ways.  

Planting the seed was a trick in itself.  Starting at one end of the first furrow, we placed a piece 
cut side down, put one of our feet in front of it, another piece at our toe, then our other foot in 
front of that and so on to the end of the row.  

Thus was the patch planted.  If we were too young and our shoes were too small, we "hunched" a 
little so that the potato pieces were about a foot apart.  

As soon as the potatoes were up they were hoed.  Then, as they grew, they were hilled at least 
twice during the season, something that isn't done anymore if the seed is planted at least  



four inches deep.  The new tubers are produced around and above the mother seed and, if not 
planted deep enough or hilled, the new potatoes would be exposed to the sun and turn green 
which we thought made them poisonous.  Hilling is back-breaking work and I didn't like it.  

We fought Colorado beetles two ways.  If we had only a small patch and found only a few 
adults, we put a little kerosene in the bottom of a pan and, going down the row holding the pan 
under the foliage, we knocked the beetles into the kerosene in the pan and thus to their death.  

The other way to kill them, especially the larvae, was to mix up a solution of Paris Green or 
Arsenate of Lead in a sprinkling can and spray this on the foliage.  We didn't pay much attention 
to thrips although they did cut down on the potato leaf surface, nor to potato wilt which dried up 
the leaves prematurely.  

We liked to raise early potatoes as our summers were too hot for late potatoes.  Is there anything 
that tastes better than a fresh-dug tuber from your own garden?  As they mature early, usually in 
July, they can be dug, the ground cleared and leveled, and turnip seed can be broadcast over the 
ground.  You know the old rhyme:  

The twenty-fifth of July  
Sow your turnips wet or dry.  

Turnips are a catch crop and if the weather cooperates and is cool and wet, they will produce a 
bumper crop.  There's nothing tastier than a turnip pulled after the first frost, peeled and eaten 
out-of-hand.  

At first we raised nothing but Early Ohios, a pink potato.  Then White Cobblers, with larger 
tubers and more prolific, came on the market.  Now there are several better varieties.  Pontiac is 
a better producer than Cobblers.  

Our grandfather, John Butcher, many years ago worked for a Mr. F. E. Pearsall south of Batavia.  
One spring he brought home a monster tuber, a potato called Pat's Choice.  It produced 
abundantly at first, but gradually the seed gave out, producing smaller hills and tubers every 
year.  Finally it wasn't worth growing.  This was our own fault.  If we had selected the best seed 
each year this would not have happened.  

There is another way to kill potato bugs that I didn't mention before.  Years ago someone 
advertised a sure-kill for these pests.  They would send you the method if you would send them 
fifty cents.  On receipt of the money, the enquirer received the following instructions:  

"Take two blocks of wood each about two by six inches and one inch thick.  Place a 
potato beetle in the center of the top of the lower block.  Then place the other block on 
top of this and hit it a resounding blow with a hammer.  We guarantee that, on 
investigating, you will find the beetle dead."  



ODDS AND ENDS 

The Society has two new Life Members, Eleanore and Ruth Herzberg.  They live in California 
but are the granddaughters of early Batavians Carl and Emilie Groener who lived on East Wilson 
St.  In addition to joining the Society they have offered to pay for installing a Society plaque on 
their grandparents home.  Our Plaque Coordinator, Bob Pikrone, has received three additional 
requests for information or applications as a result of recent articles about the plaquing program 
in the local newspapers and in the last newsletter.  

Work on the background murals and fabrication of displays that will be installed in the lower 
level of the Depot Museum are progressing on schedule.  Your co-presidents had the opportunity 
to accompany Carla Hill and Ralph Voris to the studio in Chicago where these are being 
produced.  We were very favorably impressed with what we saw and feel everyone will be 
pleased with these exhibits.  Hopefully the displays will be "in place" by the end of June.  This 
long-awaited expansion doubles our ability to display the Society's artifacts and will add an 
exciting new element to the museum.  
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AN OPEN HOUSE FOR MEMBERS ONLY  
A SPECIAL PREVIEW 

A “members only" preview of the new exhibits in the lower level of the Depot Museum will be 
held Sunday, August 4, 1991.  This first look at the exciting addition to the public displays will 
be the program for our summer meeting.  

A variety of displays related to Batavia's growth are depicted.  Included are scenes and artifacts 
covering Indians, Payne's cabin, immigration, the stone quarries and windmill factories, and the 
Newton Wagon Co. including one of our Newton wagons.  In addition, displays featuring many 
of the photographs of early Batavia from our collection make it possible for the first time to see 
these pictures.  

You, as a member, are invited to visit the Depot Museum between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 4th.  The Board is pleased to be able to give you this special opportunity to see 
our expanded display prior to the official dedication and public viewing.  

Punch and cookies will be served.  

BUSINESS MEETING 

Due to the time and location of the program, it is necessary to hold the business portion of the 
summer meeting separate from the program.  The official business meeting will be held at the 
Civic Center, 327 W. Wilson St., at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 4, 1991.  The only items on the 
agenda at this time are approval of the minutes of the meeting of April 28, 1991 and the 
Treasurer's report.  



MINI-QUIZ 

During the past several years a number of Batavia businesses experienced serious fires.  
Downtown the Kane Co. Insurance Co. and Valley Upholstery building was destroyed as was the 
office of the Chamber of Commerce.  In addition, Batavia Foundry and Machine Company's 
building at Mallory and First streets burned.  A less serious fire occurred this spring when part of 
the old Challenge plant was destroyed.  

Below are the dates of eight fires in or adjacent to Batavia which were major fires.  Can you 
name the business or building(s) involved?  

March 10, 1872  

Dec. 23, 1872  

Nov. 14, 1900 

Jan. 10,1893  

Feb. 1, 1913  

April 16, 1934  

July 17, 1953  

August 13, 1961  

Answers on page 5.  

WHEN THE FIRE WHISTLE BLEW: SOME CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 

Jane Elwood 

When I see the modern fire equipment in Batavia today, I think back to my childhood when 
things were much different.  One of the hose carts of the city fire department was kept in a little 
shed across the street in back of the old Church School.  This cart was made up of two large 
wheels with a reel between them on which the hose was wound.  In front was a long tongue.  

When the fire whistle blew the volunteer firemen rushed to the shed and dragged out the hose 
cart, hitched a horse, or maybe it was two, and away they would go out to First street and on to 
the fire.  Later, when Bob Guy had an automobile, one of the first ones in Batavia, he would 
back up to the shed and the hose cart would be hitched to the car and away he would drive.  I 
don't recall how the firemen got to the fire.  They may have had a horse and wagon of some kind.  

In those days a fire in Batavia was almost a social event.  Day or night everyone who was able 
and curious went to the fire either to help or hinder.  One was sure to see friends or casual 
acquaintances there.  At night it was especially interesting to see how spectators were dressed, as 
one had to dress hurriedly to get to the fire.  

Back then, we had a general idea of the location of a fire because the whistle blew a long, 
extremely loud, shrill blast, then shorter ones to indicate the ward in which the fire was located.  



Two fires I especially remember as a child of six or seven years old were the fire in the cupola of 
the Central School (the old Grace McWayne School) and the fire at the K.P. Building on So. 
Batavia Avenue.  

I was in second grade, attending the old Church School (the present Buttrey-Wulff-Mamminga 
Agency) when the cupola burned.  

My teacher, Edith Dickenson, looked worried and frequently looked out the window, but she 
said nothing to disturb us.  I kept thinking that the day was very long and wondered when we 
would be dismissed.  It wasn't until the fire was out and the students allowed to go back in the 
building to get their wraps that the first and second graders were allowed to go home.  In this 
way we were kept safe and out of the way of the crowds.  

The other fire, the K.P. Building, affected our family.  I believe this was the same year as the 
school fire but on a cold winter night.  As it was in the middle of the night, no one in our family 
paid any attention to the fire whistle.  We were startled by my aunt bursting in the house 
screaming, "Henry, wake up! Your place is on fire.”  I thought she meant our house and I was 
terrified.  It was my father's tailor shop located in the K.P. Building.  He lost everything except a 
thimble and a bodkin he happened to have in his pocket.  It was a terrible blow to him and meant 
he had to work for someone else instead of having his own shop.  The building was completely 
gutted with only the walls left standing.  

Later the building was restored but suffered another fire years later, but that is another story 
which someone else can tell.  How grateful we are now for our efficient, modern equipment and 
our dedicated, brave firemen.  

(Note: See the picture on the next page which shows the Knights of Pythias (K.P.) bldg. 
following the fire that so seriously affected Jane Tincknell Elwood's family.)  

A CALL FOR HELP 

The expansion of exhibits to include the lower level of the Depot Museum creates a need for 
more volunteers to serve both as guides and to provide more security for our displays.  Your 
Board of Directors believes that the museum should be staffed by two people at all times.  

The museum is open from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. each day except Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
Volunteers serve as hosts/hostesses for a two hour stint no more than once a month.  If you are 
not on the list of volunteers, please consider becoming one.  Call May or Sadie Lundberg at 879-
3660 and let them know what day(s) you can help.  



 

The Knights of Pythias Building following the fire February 1, 1913. 



MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS  

March 10, 1872:  Both the Challenge Mills and nearby Batavia Mills burned down.  The 
Challenge was insured for $20,000 of its $45,000 loss but received 
only $150 as the insurance companies were unable to pay claims due to 
their heavy losses in the Chicago fire of the previous year.  
Nevertheless, the Challenge rebuilt.  The Batavia Mills, owned by 
McKee & Moss, was not rebuilt. 

Dec. 23, 1872:  A major part of the Newton Wagon Co. was destroyed with a loss of 
$40,000 which, like that of the Challenge Co., was all lost as the 
insurance companies could not pay the claims.  This was the Newton's 
second major loss by fire.  In 1854 Mr. Newton's wagon factory in 
New York had burned (also with insurance companies not paying 
claims) and as a result of that earlier fire he moved to Batavia.  
Temperature was 20 below! 

Nov. 14, 1900  The Appleton Manufacturing Co., located north of Batavia where the 
Campana building stands today, burned with a loss estimated at 
$150,000, of which only $57,000 was covered by insurance.  
Immediately after the fire the Batavia Businessmen's Assn. 
spearheaded a drive to convince the VanNortwicks to relocate in 
Batavia.  The new Appleton factory consisted of our present Municipal 
building and the other stone buildings scheduled to be torn down 
shortly. Batavians and Genevans helped save the office fixtures, papers 
and books during the fire. 

Jan. 10, 1893:  The Louise White School burned.  The school district collected all of 
its $9500 insurance, passed a bond issue, and had a "new" Louise 
White School open by Jan. 1894.  As there were no city water mains at 
that time, water had to be pumped from wells or the river.  The Newton 
Wagon Co.'s pumps on the island were used and hoses ran up the hill to 
fight the fire, but this took so long to accomplish that it didn't prove 
successful. 

Feb. 1, 1913:  The Knights of Pythias (K.P.) building on So. Batavia Ave. was 
destroyed along with the home of Henry Wenberg next door.  The fire 
broke out at 1:30 a.m.  The temperature that night stood at four degrees 
below zero.  In the building along with the lodge's rooms were Henry 
Tincknell, tailor (as related in Jane Elwood's article), Claus Lund's 
billiard hall, and A.E. Davis' second-hand store. Other than the lodge 
and Mr. Wenberg, who had some insurance, the others lost all.  The 
K.P Hall was rebuilt, but the building was torn down to make way for 
the Gary-Wheaton Bank drive-in. 

 



 

April 16, 1934:  At 3:40 p.m. the fire department was notified that the Kahlke Lumber 
& Coal Co. was on fire.  Along with the lumber yard, one neighboring 
house was destroyed and another badly damaged.  Eight others had 
varying degrees of damage and numerous roofs were slightly damaged 
from flying sparks.  Aurora, Elgin, Geneva and Mooseheart fire 
departments assisted in fighting the blaze.  The buildings were a total 
loss and about $9000 of the $12,000 value of the contents were 
destroyed.  Insurance covered about $8,000. 

July 17, 1953:  A call to the fire department at 11:20 a.m. reported fire in the pattern 
shed of Lindgren Foundry.  The building and its contents were lost, 
valued at $431,000 according to city records.  Geneva, West Chicago 
and St. Charles departments helped fight the fire.  This fire and that of 
the Kahlke Lumber Co. were located in the same general area between 
Main and First streets on what then was the west edge of town.  In the 
same area the previously mentioned fire at the Batavia Foundry & 
Machine Co. occurred in 1986. 

August 13, 1961:  This fire differed from all of the others in that it was planned and set by 
the fire department.  Some of the buildings in the former U.S. Wind 
Engine & Pump Co. factory that were to be demolished to build the 
Batavia Plaza Shopping Center were burned as a training exercise for a 
number of local fire departments.  In addition to Batavia, Geneva, St. 
Charles, West Chicago, No. Aurora, Marywood, Elburn and 
Moecherville departments took part in the controlled burning of the 
buildings.  

Fortunately, no lives were lost in any of these major fires!!!  

NICKNAMES 

Joe Burton 

It has long been a conviction of mine that Batavia has the most amazing collection of nicknames 
in the area.  Sure, there were the usual collection of Bobs, Joes, Jims, Chucks and Bills, but 
Batavia went far beyond the usual to create nicknames that were unusual to say the least.  



Elliott Lundberg has for years been compiling a list of over 150 names that were in popular use.  
The range from a description of the person such as "Skinny Reynolds" and "Fat Freedlund" and 
"Buffalo Bill" (Dr. O.W. Hubbard who wore a wide-brimmed hat and had a handlebar mustache) 
to names that connected the person with what he did for a living ... "Steamboat Carl" Gustafson 
who sold tickets to the Fox River steamboat … Adolph "Tinner" Johnson who was a tinner by 
trade … "Furniture Charley" Johnson who was a member of the Hubbard & Johnson store ... 
Eddie "Weiner Skinner" Johnson who was a butcher on Harrison Street … "Painter John" 
Anderson and finally "Umpa" Thelander who played bass in a band.  

Then there are the nicknames that seem to have no reason for being.  For example, how did 
Arnold Benson, who was a State Senator and a bank president, get to be called "Big Six"?  Or, 
Atty. Emil Benson, who was Arnold's brother, come to answer to the name "Wick"?  And how 
about Arthur Swanson of Swanson Hardware who was called "Drotz" and his brother Harry who 
was known as "Byz"?  

There was Leonard Benson who was called "Eekie".  And Laurnes Wolcott who answered to 
"Tinker".  Plus Glen Anderson who was known as "Smash", Earle Ward as "Moore", and Carl 
Carlson called "Gent".  Finally, Batavia's famous athlete, Carl "Pinoke" Johnson.  How did these 
names come to be?  

As for girls, when I was in Grace McWayne School, I don't recall any unusual names.  The 
Youngquist twins were always Edna and Evelyn.  Dorothy Vilven was Just Dorothy.  Eleanor 
Newlin was simply Eleanor.  And Marie Larsen and Venice Harleen were always just that: Marie 
and Venice.  Only Elizabeth "Lizzy" Hill escaped the usual.  

Speaking of schools, Dr. H.C. Storm was Superintendent of Schools.  All of our grade school 
teachers were lovely, soft-spoken ladies.  Occasionally Dr. Storm would come and visit classes; 
and although he was a fine superintendent, he had a very gruff and formidable manner.  I don't 
ever recall him smiling.  The children always politely addressed him as "Dr. Storm", but in his 
absence he was referred to as "Hurricane Cyclone".  Only recently did I learn that the "H" stood 
for Howard and the "C" was for Charles.  

What's my favorite nickname of all? It has to be one from Elliott Lundbert's collection:  "Sven in 
a Box".  Explanation:  He came to the United States from Sweden in a box in order to save fare.  
Think about that for a while!  

I am most grateful for the assistance of Jane Elwood and Joe Burton in providing interesting 
articles for the newsletter.  Hopefully, help by these and others will continue as the response to 
such reminiscences has been "let's have more!"  

Jim Hanson  

 



ANTIQUE SHOW A SUCCESS 

In spite of a slow economy, the Second Annual Cigrand Antique Show was successful.  More 
dealers participated and the attendance was greater than last year.  As these shows are organized 
by our local antique dealers and the ticket proceeds benefit the Society, please remember to 
thank the dealers when you are in their shops.  

Additional thanks goes to Carole Dunn who coordinated the volunteers, making certain 
advertising signs were in place and both the ticket booth and the Society's booth were manned.  
Those who assisted were: Ray Anderson, Lil & Bob Brown, Agnes Clever, Ellen Diehl-Beddle, 
Mary Harris, Dot & Jim Hanson, Shirley Hoover, Rosalie & Richard Jones, Georgene & Walter 
Kauth, Norma & Elliott Lundberg, Harold Patterson, Pearl Pedersen, Marilyn & Bob Phelps, 
Marlene & Sam Rotolo, Barb & Dave Sawitoski, Don Schielke, Linda & Jeff Schielke, Elsie 
Renaud, Wilma & Ted Schuster, Jackie Upham, and Patty Will.  Everyone's assistance is greatly 
appreciated!  
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MINI-QUIZ 

This issue’s quiz differs in that it is not about Batavia but tests your memory of some advertising 
and/or sponsors of about fifty years ago.  

These first four are phrases used in cigarette ads.  Name the brand that belongs in the blank 
space.  

 

1.  "I’d walk a mile for a  ____________.”  

2.  “ ___________, They satisfy.”  

3.  "Not a cough in a carload.” Ad for what brand?  _________ 

4.  “ ___________ means fine tobacco.”  

Two that dealt with appearance were, in part, the following. What was the product of each?  

5."You'll wonder where the yellow went . . . . . . . . . . . . "  

6."A little dab will do ya"  

In those pre-TV days, radio provided a great deal of entertainment.  What product was closely 
associated with each of these programs or radio personalities?  

7. Fred Allen  

8. Fibber McGee and Molly  

9.  Edgar Bergen & Charlie McCarthy  

10. Jack Armstrong  

11. Jack Benny  

12. Bob Hope  

13. Little Orphan Annie  

Answers on page 3.  



SOCIETY NEWS 

Annual Meeting 

Mark your calendars now for the Annual Meeting and Holiday Pot Luck Dinner.  It is scheduled 
for Sunday, December 1, 1991.  Details will be in the next newsletter.  

Open House a Success 

The members-only open house to preview the new exhibits on the lower level of the Museum 
was well attended with over eighty in attendance.  Everyone seemed to agree that the additional 
displays were excellent and a great addition to the Museum.  If you were not able to attend, be 
sure to stop and see these exhibits whenever you have the opportunity.  

More Exhibits--More Volunteers 

With two levels of exhibits, the Society needs to have at least two volunteers on duty each day 
the Museum is open to protect our artifacts.  May and Sadie Lundberg, who schedule the 
volunteers, have received calls from several members offering to serve in response to the appeal 
in the last issue of the newsletter.  Three new volunteers have been scheduled for this month---
Kathy Fairbairn, William Hall, and Marlene Rotolo---but it is hoped that more will call the 
Lundbergs (879-3660) so that an adequate number are on their list and nobody will have to serve 
double-duty.  The Museum hours are from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. each day other than Tuesday and 
Thursday.  

Two House Plaques Approved 

Two more homes in Batavia have been approved to receive a plaque signifying the building is 
over one hundred years old.  One is the home of the McGraths on the southeast corner of Prairie 
and Spring streets.  It originally was the George Kenyon family home and dates back to 1872.  
The other is the Rundle home at 120 N. Washington Avenue, parts of which date back to 1869.  
The house was in the Wood family for almost 100 years before the Rundles purchased it in 1964.  

Nominating Committee 

Help wanted: a few good people to serve on the Nominating Committee to select a slate of 
candidates for the positions on the Board that are to be filled at the Annual Meeting in 
December.  Please call Jim Hanson (879-7492) if you would be willing to serve.  

Bonding the Board 

Due to the increase in assets of the Society as a result of the bequest of William vanNortwick, 
the Board of Directors secured a fidelity bond covering all the officers and initiated a double-
signature requirement on all large financial transactions.  This was seen as a prudent business 
decision and not a reflection on anyone's honesty.  



MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. Camels  

2. Chesterfields  

3. Old Golds  

4. Lucky Strikes.  Do you recall when they also used "Lucky Strike green has 
gone to war"?  

5. Pepsodent ( . . when you brush your teeth with Pepsodent.)  

6. Brylcreem  

7. Ipana Toothpaste and SalHepatica were sponsors of Fred Allen.  

8. Johnson's Wax sponsored Fibber McGree. Did a show ever go by without him 
opening his closet and we could hear everything falling out?  

9. Chase & Sanborn Coffee.  In addition to Charlie there was Mortimer Snerd.  

10. Jack Armstrong, the All-American Boy taught us to eat Wheaties for breakfast.  

11. Jack Benny, with his sidekick Rochester, had J-E-L-L-O as a sponsor.  

12. Pepsodent and Bob Hope went together.  

13. Ovaltine and Little Orphan Annie were a team just as she and her dog, Sandy, 
were one.  

 

Did anyone other than Tom Mair catch the error in the dates in last issue's Mini-Quiz?  The date 
for the Appleton fire was given as November 14, 1890.  That was ten years too soon.  It should 
have been Nov. 14, 1900!  I appreciate Tom's catching it and letting me know immediately.  My 
source (Batavia Herald) and my notes were correct but my mind must have been on something 
else when I typed the date.  

Another watchdog, Arnold "Chuss" Johnson, corrected me on some spelling of the Swedish 
nicknames in Joe Burton's article.  According to Chuss, Art Swanson's nickname was "Dratz" 
(not "Drotz") as it was derived from "otts" which many Arthurs were called.  Also, Harry (Art's 
brother) was called "Byx", not "Byz."  That, I believe, was my typing error and not Joe's.  

BATAVIA 100 YEARS AGO: 1891 

Its population was about 3600, less than one-fourth of today's size.  Each side of the river had 
one school, 3 stories high and teaching all grades.  Both graduating classes had 7 students---all 
girls on the west side and six girls and one boy on the east.  

There was no city water or sewer system.  Homes depended on wells and pumps for water and an 
"outhouse" in the back yard.  

The town's government changed from a village form to a city form.  This change had been voted 
down a number of times previously.  

The first electric lights were installed.  (See next article).  A new city hall and jail replaced the 
old meeting room in the fire department hose shed and the 3 cell "calaboose" in the rear.  



WHEN ELECTRICITY CAME TO BATAVIA 

That grand event happened March 30, 1891, a little more than two months before Batavia 
became a city.  The City Hall had been built and the dynamo building, the machinery installed, 
poles erected, wires strung and electric light bulbs screwed in the sockets.  All was ready for the 
critical moment.  

On that date the City Clerk was instructed "to notify all consumers of electric lights to get lamps 
ready on signal of lights going out three times in quick succession."  The turning on of the lights 
must have happened the next day, April 1st.  

Now to go back two years to the beginning of this dream for Batavia.  Batavia had kerosene 
street lamps for some time before. *   Some towns had gas lights between kerosene and electric 
ones but Batavia never did.  Kerosene lights must have been better than no lights at all, but their 
weak gleams could not have lighted the path of the traveler very far.  

A vote was taken on April 16, 1889 with 614 for electric lights and 44 against, a comparatively 
small negative vote.  The Town Board of Trustees immediately went into action, appointing a 
special visitation committee to visit the cities of Belvidere and Clinton to see their plants.  It 
recommended a plant similar to the one at Clinton.  Specifications were drafted by the Street 
Lighting Committee.  

A central place in which to build the plant, near a railroad, was needed.  A lot owned by Mr. 
VanNortwick on Island Ave. south of the Music Hall was ideal.  President Miller appointed a 
committee to confer with Mr. VanNortwick to see if a lot which Batavia owned elsewhere could 
be exchanged for the Island Ave. lot.  It could, with $300 to boot, so the lot was acquired.  In 
August of 1889 the contract was let to James McMaster, a local contractor, for a City Hall and 
dynamo building "for $4,018 and foundation walls for $12.50 per cord."  

There was one thing that bothered the Street Lighting Comm.  Did the village have the authority 
"to do electric lighting for commercial uses?"  There were no private concerns, evidently, which 
made and sold electricity at that time.  However, the Town Board decided to go ahead even if 
they might be challenged later as to their right to produce electricity for others.  

In July the plans and specifications had been drawn for steam engines and two boilers for the 
plant.  In August the contract was let to Westinghouse Co. for an electric light plant.  One 
hundred fifteen 32 candle power street lights were to be installed at a cost of $6,800.  In 
September, 1889, a $20,000 bond issue was passed to pay for the project.  An electrician was 
engaged to make a thorough examination of everything upon completion of the plant.  His 
approval was accepted, the lights tested, and on March 30, 1891 everything was set to go.  A 
plant electrician and a fireman were employed to run the establishment.  



At first, the plant was run for only a few hours each evening.  In October the Street Lighting 
Comm. reported it would cost too much to make extensions to light the new Swedish Lutheran 
(Bethany) Church, but apparently the report was not heeded.  The same month H. N. Wade and 
S. A. Wolcott requested the city plant run all night.  Also the Challenge Co. asked the city to 
furnish lights for its shops.  Later other factories followed suit.  Thus the city was really getting 
in the business of furnishing commercial electricity and going beyond its original purpose of just 
lighting streets.  

Running the plant all night was evidently started because the next month the Committee 
recommended to the Council that it discontinue the all-night operation.  In February of the next 
year (1892) the Committee recommended that the City discontinue the furnishing of supplies to 
citizens in the future---probably mainly light bulbs.  In March of that year the City emphatically 
stated that if anyone wanted the plant to run after midnight for their private benefit, they would 
be charged $1.00 for the first hour and $2.00 for each additional hour.  

In 1893 the Council instructed the Committee to extend the lines on all streets to the city limits.  
The next month, July, the plant ran until 2:30 a.m. to accommodate persons returning from the 
World's Fair in Chicago.  Finally, in November of that year, the plant started running all night.  

By 1900 some of the customers, especially the factories, wanted to be able to use electricity for 
power to run motors, elevators, etc, but the Committee reported unfavorably on the matter.  In 
that year, when the Appleton located its factory in Batavia following the fire, one inducement 
was the offer of the City to furnish them drinking water and electric lights for its buildings for 
five years at $1 .00 per year for each of the utilities.  

It wasn't until October 15, 1906, fifteen years after the initiation of the first street light service in 
Batavia, that the City Council granted the request of some forty petitioners that the City furnish 
both electric light and power to those desiring it during the day as well as at night.  

Based on an article by John Gustafson  

* In 1879 town received offer by E. C. Davey to make and set 14 street lamps for $98.00.  Each 
would be 11 ft. long, stand 7 ft. above ground and have a reservoir to hold 1½ gal. of fuel.  In 
1880 15 street lamps were purchased for $90.00.  In 1884 Policeman Kennedy also acted as the 
lamplighter.  Sam Harrold agreed to contract to light 70 lamps (3 more than in use at the time) 
for $300 annually in 1887.  The number increased to 115 5 years later when the first electric 
lights were installed.  



A TRIP TO NEW YORK CITY IN 1847 

The following is the itinerary and expense account for a trip from Batavia to New York City in 
1847.  According to the VAN NORTWICK GENEALOGY it is believed they relate to a trip 
made by Mr. Smith Mallory.  
 
Leave Batavia morning of July 28th  
Arrive in Chicago evening of July 28th  
Leave Chicago evening of July 29th  
Arrive in Detroit evening of July 31st  
Leave Detroit morning of August 1st  
Arrive in Buffalo 11:00 a.m. August 2nd  
Leave Buffalo afternoon of August 2nd  
Arrive in Albany evening of August 3rd  
Leave Albany morning of August 4th  
Arrive in New York afternoon of August 4th.  
 

Time elapsed:  8 days 
 

Batavia to Chicago  75¢  
Room in Chicago  $2.50  
Fare to Buffalo  $10.00  
Expenses Chicago to Detroit  $3.75 
 
Bill at Buffalo  $1.00 
Fare to Albany  $12.00 
Expenses in Albany  $1.75 
 
Fare to N.Y.C.  $2.25 
 
Total:  $34.00  

 

Quite a contrast with the present!  Unfortunately, we do not know what means of transportation 
were involved in the various portions of the trip, although it probably included a stagecoach and 
possibly combinations of steamboats, trains and/or canal boats on the Erie Canal.  
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ANNUAL MEETING AND POT LUCK SUPPER 

Mark your calendars now so as not to miss this year's Holiday Pot Luck Supper and the Annual 
Meeting of the Society.  

Date & time:  Sunday, December 1, 1991 at 5:00 p.m.  

Place:  Bethany Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall  

Supper: Please bring a dish to pass and your own dishes and silverware. Meat, rolls 
and coffee will be furnished.  

Program:  A brass quintet under the direction of John Heath, the new director of the 
Batavia High School Band, will provide a musical program.  

Meeting:  A short business meeting of the Society will precede the program.  
Included will be the election of the following positions on the Board, each 
for a term of two years: vice-president, corresponding secretary, historian 
and two directors.  

The following people are serving on the committee for the meeting: Marilyn Robinson, 
Chairman; Mary & Jerry Harris; Dorothy Willey; Teri & Lyle Bergmann; Ruth Burnham; and 
Patty Will.  

ADDITIONAL HELP NEEDED! 

Anyone else who can help with set-up before the dinner or who would be willing to assist with 
clean-up afterwards will be welcomed!  Particularly urgent is the need for a few men to help 
arrange the tables beforehand as those who normally have done this will not be available to do it 
this year. P lease call Marilyn Robinson at 879-2253 if you can help!  



MINI-QUIZ 

1. Twenty-five years ago a Batavian was elected to the Board of the newly-created 
junior college.  Who was it?  

2. That same year (1966) saw the opening of a new public building in September.  
What was it?  

3. Thirty years ago a new residential building opened that adopted an historic name.  
What was it?  

4. Fifty years ago Batavia had a furniture manufacturing company.  What was it 
called and what national retailer owned it?  

Answers on page 4.  

NOMINATIONS 

Five offices on the Society's Board of Directors are to be filled at the Annual Meeting in 
December.  All terms are for two years.  The positions to be filled, with incumbents in 
parentheses, are: Vice President (Marilyn Robinson); Corresponding Secretary (Georgene 
Kauth); Historian (Bill Wood); and two Directors (Bob Cox and Bob Popeck).  

Suggestions and/or volunteers for any of the five positions are welcomed.  Give the names to 
either Bob Phelps (879-1924) or Jerry Ruble (879-5444) by Nov. 15th for consideration by the 
Nominating Committee.  Each of the incumbents has indicated a willingness to be reslated.  

HISTORIC HOME WINS AWARD 

The Gammon home at the corner of Batavia Ave. and Wilson Street recently won a "painted 
lady" award from the American Paint Association.  The building presently houses the Donali 
Boutique on the first floor and the residence of Joe and Addie Marconi on the upper floors.  

Homes of the Queen Anne design were called “painted ladies” since the use of color was an 
important aspect of the exterior appearance.  The award received was in recognition of Mr. 
Marconi's restoration of the exterior and the authenticity of the colors used on the intricate details 
of the home and its carriage house.  In addition to the award and a plaque, the home will be 
featured in the midwest edition of the book entitled Painted Ladies.  It also has been featured in 
local and Chicago newspapers.  

The Gammon house was built in 1886 and has received a plaque from the Society. (See related 
article on page 5)  



1856--BATAVIA WHEN IT BECAME A VILLAGE 

In its earliest days the township with its annual town meeting provided what little local 
government was needed for Batavia.  By the mid-1850's the settlement had grown enough so that 
the voters decided they needed a change and voted to become a village in 1856.  With the 
adoption of this form of government with its president and board of trustees the community 
could manage its "urban" affairs separate from those of the "rural" parts of the township.  This 
lasted until 1891 at which time the present city form of local government was adopted by 
referendum (following a number of previous attempts rejected by the voters.  

What was Batavia like when it became an "urban center"?  Probably the best picture we can have 
is the following excerpt from Ferslew's Kane County Gazetter, Directory and Business 
Advertiser for 1857:  

"Batavia is now a beautiful village, has some fine mansions and many good dwellings 
and public works, among which is the newly erected stone building called the Car 
Factory owned by a Company; Smith's Reaping and Mowing Machine Factory; and, on 
the Island, is a large Carriage Factory, Mr. Newton, proprietor.  On the East Side is a 
large Barrel Factory, owned by E. S. Town, and, in the same building, is a Sash, Door 
and Blind Manufactory, by E. Illsley.  Also the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R.R. runs 
through the East end of the Town.  The Congregationalists and the Methodists have each 
built splendid churches on the West Side of the River.  In short, we cannot do better than 
refer our readers to the Directory to see all the improvements which are being made.  

"The liquor traffic has always been subdued in Batavia and the citizens have Dr. Lord to 
thank for it, he is one of the most firm temperance men in the State.  Dr. Lord is said to 
have a peculiar method of his own for liquor extermination, which works admirably and 
has a peculiar saddening effect upon the rumsellers."  

The Directory goes on to list many of the occupations represented in Batavia including 10 
blacksmiths, 5 carriagemakers, 29 carpenters, 6 coopers, 6 doctors, 14 farmers, 6 livery stable 
operators, 5 millers, 7 manufacturers, 10 masons, 38 merchants, 4 pastors, 4 painters,14 
teamsters, 6 tailors, 4 wagonmakers, 7 woodmen and 1 quarryman and 4 stonecutters.  

How time has changed the industries and occupations! All the industries listed except the 
CB&QRR have disappeared from town as have about half of the .listed occupations.  



The "Car Factory" mentioned by Ferslew was the Fox River Manufacturing Co. which built 
railroad box cars in the stone building on the southwest corner of Shumway/Island Ave. and First 
St. that today houses the Tutor Chiropractic offices and the Westbank Fitness Center.  The 
finished box cars were placed on wagons and hauled to the CB&Q Railroad on the east side for 
shipment.  The business was short-lived.  

Smith's Reaping & Mowing Machine Factory was located on part of the site of the old U.S. 
Wind Engine & Pump Co. which today encompasses both the Batavia Plaza (Johnson's Drugs/ 
Walgreens/etc.) and the Batavia Enterprise buildings (stone buildings along S. Water St.)  This 
may have been a successful business that had begun in a building located where Calvary 
Episcopal Church stands today.  

The Carriage Factory was the Newton Wagon Co. which had moved to Batavia from New York 
in 1854 and was a major industry in Batavia for many years.  Its buildings were north of Wilson 
St. where the Island Plaza strip mall (Baskin-Robbins/ etc.) is situated.  

The Barrel Factory stood on the property now occupied by the building containing the new River 
Street Crossing restaurant and Congressman Hastert's office.  It was started by Hoyt & Smith in 
an existing building that had been a distillery earlier.  The same building also served as a flax 
mill and was used to make sorghum before it burned down in 1864.  

MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. Dr. Lucile Gustafson, former president and historian of our Society, was elected 
to the Waubonsee College Board of Trustees, a position she held for many years.  

2. September 1966 saw the opening of the new Batavia High School along with the 
former high school becoming a junior high. This changed the organization of our 
schools with the 7th and 8th grade students in ~heir own building. Next fall will 
see another change when the 6th graders join the 7th and 8th graders in the new 
middle school and the old building on Batavia Ave & Wilson St. is sold.  

3. The Revere House apartments at Batavia Ave. and Elm St. opened in the fall of 
1961, adopting the name of Batavia's former hotel that was located at the site of 
the present Benson, Mair & Gosselin law office.  

4. The Capital Furniture Co. was located in the old Appleton buildings on the island 
in 1941.  It was owned and operated by Sears, Roebuck & Co. and was one of 
four Sears furniture factories.  The firm opened in Batavia in 1939 and primarily 
made bedroom suites and breakfast sets.  The manager was Dave Hauman, a 
member of the Society.  



UPDATING OUR RECORDS 

In the process of organizing the Society's records, it has become apparent a number of items have 
been lost over the years.  To avoid this in the future, copies of the minutes, newsletters, and other 
documents are now kept in duplicate.  

One of the incomplete files is that of applications for plaques, and the listing of buildings which 
have received plaques was found to have omitted several such houses.  

I have checked as many records and references as I could find in an attempt to develop a 
complete list of plaqued buildings.  The result is printed below.  

If you know of any omissions or errors, please call Jim Hanson at 879-7492.  

BUILDINGS WITH HISTORICAL SOCIETY PLAQUES 

Building  

Meade/Blewett home  
Carr/Gustafson home  
McKee/Hall home  
Lockwood Hall  
Wm. Springborn home  
Russell Nelson home  
Sperry/Burnham home  
Burnham/Kruger home  
Roland Ely home  
Calvary Episcopal Church  
Depot Museum  
Richard Lewis home  
Town/Simone home  
Wolcott/Allen home  
Sperry/Allen home  
Doty/Thorsen home  
Nelson Burr home  
C. B. Conde home  
Safanda home  
Sigrid Johnson home  
Dorothy Ann Miller home  
Judge Moore/Nelson home  
Bellevue Place  
Rev. Gammon/Marconi home  
D. C. Newton home  
Patterson/Jaeger home  
Sheahan/Ellis home  
Schuhow home  
Scott Lencioni home  
Kenyon/McGrath home  
Wood/Rundle home  

Location  
 
439 E. Wilson St.  
1117 Main St.  
345 N. Batavia Ave.  
825 S. Batavia Ave.  
635 Elm St.  
420 McKee St.  
433 Main St.  
125 S. Lincoln  
414 Main St.  
222 S. Batavia Ave.  
155 Houston St.  
405 W. Wilson St.  
505 Main St.  
345 Union Ave.  
33 S. Jefferson St.  
346 Elm St.  
318 N. VanBuren St.  
210 N. Washington Ave.  
226 N. VanBuren St.  
403 Elm St.  
230 N. Batavia Ave.  
360 Main St.  
333 S. Jefferson St.  
9 S. Batavia Ave.  
11 N. Batavia Ave.  
419 Union Ave.  
530 Main St.  
123 N. Washington Ave.  
316 Locust St.  
130 N. Prairie St.  
120 N. Washington Ave. 

Erected  
 
1851 
1849 
1852 
1849 
1860 
1857 
1856 
1852 
1856 
1880 
1855 
1859 
1858 
1860-76 
1857 
1874 
1865 
1845 
1871 
1848 
1857 
1850 
1854 
1886 
1878 
1863 
1855 
1855 
1865 
1872 
1869

 



DUES TIME AGAIN! 

BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION:  1991 

 

NAME(s)  ____________________________________________   

ADDRESS  ___________________________________________  

CITY  ________________________ STATE  ____ ZIP  _______  

Mail to:  Treasurer, Batavia Historical Society 
                        P.O. Box 14, Batavia, Illinois 60510  

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Prompt payment of dues is appreciated! All dues paid after November 1st will be considered 
payment for 1992.  If you plan to attend the annual meeting you may pay dues to the Treasurer at 
that time.  

If you would like to give a membership as a holiday gift, send the above information and dues to 
the Society indicating it is to be a gift and the membership card will be mailed to you so that you 
can enclose it with a personal card or note.  

 

DUES  
Individual:  $3  
Joint/Family:  $5  
Sustaining:  $10+ 
Life (each):  $50 
Business or 
Institutional: $10 
Bus/Inst. Life $100 


