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Information regarding the spring meeting of the Society will be in the next issue. This issue is
devoted primarily to materials submitted by members. We need to have more members write
down their remembrances of earlier days in Batavia and send them to us so that our records will
contain a more complete picture of what life was like in those times. A page for your
contributions is included. Please share some of your memories!
The Evening at the Old Louise White School was highly successful. More than 700 people
attended and the Society realized a net profit of $4,033 to use for Museum improvements. In
addition, two $1,000 gifts have been received from Erdene & George Peck and Virginia &
Richard King in memory of Ethel & Arthur Carlson and Minnie & Henry Kahlke. These
memorials will be earmarked for a special project to be determined after the Museum expansion
plans are finalized. The Park District has begun work to create additional display area in the
basement of the Museum.
Look for the Dot
Do you see a red dot on the address label for this newsletter? If so, your 1990 dues have not
been paid. Please mail your dues promptly using the form below. This will help insure
continued receipt of the newsletter.
******************************************************************************
BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: 1990
DUES
Individual:
Joint/Family:
Sustaining:
Life (each):
Business or
Institutional:
Bus/Inst. Life

$3
$5
$10
$50
$10
$100

NAME(s) ____________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________
CITY ________________________ STATE ____ ZIP _______
Mail to:

Treasurer, Batavia Historical Society
P.O. Box 14, Batavia, Illinois 60510

HOW THE BURLINGTON CAME TO BATAVIA
Ted Schuster
The original predecessor of the former Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad (now a part of
what is known as Burlington Northern) was the Aurora, Branch Railroad Company authorized
under a special Act of the Illinois legislature dated February 12, 1849. This special Act
empowered that company to construct and operate a two-track line of railroad from Aurora “to
some eligible and convenient point in the County of DuPage there to connect with the Galena
and Chicago Union Railroad, now known as the Chicago & Northwestern).
Acting under this charter, the Aurora Branch did build a single track line from Turner Junction
(now West Chicago) some 12, miles to Aurora by way of Batavia. Construction was started first
at Turner Junction and moved southward to Batavia and beyond using second-hand “strap rail”
purchased from an eastern railroad operating between Buffalo and Niagara Falls, N.Y. This type
rail was available at bargain prices because the New York legislature had just outlawed its use in
that state. The ultimate plan of the Aurora Branch was to operate from Aurora to Chicago using
the rails of the Galena and Chicago Union R.R. from Turner Junction to Chicago under an
agreement called a "trackage agreement."
In these beginning years, the Aurora Branch owned no cars nor locomotives of its own. When
its first train left Batavia at 6:30 a.m. on Sept. 1, 1850, the single wooden coach and the woodburning locomotive, called the “Pioneer”, both belonged to the friendly Galena and Chicago
Union R.R. which stood to gain by sharing Aurora Branch revenues while its trains were on
Galena's tracks
Histories of the Burlington don't reveal why the first Aurora Branch passenger train originated in
Batavia. My surmise is that a great deal of fill work needed to be done south of Batavia in the
area that can now be seen from a car on Route 25. Given the primitive construction methods and
tools of that day, the investors in the Aurora Branch quite likely wanted the Batavia-Turner
Junction sector to get up and running as quickly as possible. It would be an advantage to the
Galena to tap into the new Aurora Branch revenues as quickly as possible. Further, John
vanNortwick, who later became president of the Chicago & Northwestern, lived in Batavia.
Before becoming president of that road, he functioned as Chief Engineer of the C.B. & Q when it
extended its line from Aurora directly to Chicago by way of Naperville, Hinsdale, and Berwyn in
1862-1864. This background supports my further surmise that John vanNortwick was an
important “connector” between the original investors of the Aurora Branch and the Galena Road
in those years. What better reason could there be for starting the first passenger train in the
present Burlington Northern system at Batavia?
In the 14 years from October 21, 1850 through May 20, 1864 (according to CB&Q histories) the
Aurora Branch Railroad operated both passenger and freight service on its mainline through
Batavia. In 1857 the road began to switch engine fuels from wood to coal. The original

strap iron rails laid on 6 inch square lengths of pine spiked, in turn, to crossties, were replaced by
T-shaped iron rails commencing in 1853. They, in turn, were replaced by steel rails beginning in
1867.
In the late 1850's the Galena and Chicago Union R.R. notified the Aurora Branch R.R. that its
trackage agreement would not be renewed because of capacity problems on the Galena's rails.
The Aurora investors already had an 1854 charter right to build a line direct from Aurora to
Chicago under the name of a company known as the Chicago and Aurora Railroad.
Accordingly, work on this new more direct line to Chicago was commenced in October, 1862,
during the middle of the Civil War. Despite war-related labor and material and equipment
shortages, that line was completed on April 29, 1864, under the personal supervision of Batavia's
John vanNortwick.
Once the shorter line came into operation and the Galena Railroad interchange at Turner Junction
was closed to Aurora Branch train operations, passenger travel on the Aurora Branch through
Batavia came to a halt. However, freight service over this original line continued, and still
continues on a daily basis today. Freight cars bound to and from the General Mills plant in West
Chicago and the Northwestern interchange in West Chicago, as well as to industrial clients in
Batavia's industrial parks, still travel through Batavia.
The Aurora Branch R.R. maintains a presence in Batavia in the form of our Depot Museum. I'm
not sure when that building was constructed but it was always known as "the oldest station on the
Burlington." Its size, design and grillwork suggest it was built as a monument to an important
local railroad executive. That was the tradition in early railroading days. Quite likely the person
honored in Batavia by the Aurora Branch R.R. was John vanNortwick, who lies buried in
Batavia's west side cemetery.
***********************
NOTE: I appreciate Ted Schuster sharing this research with us. It adds another dimension to the
story of passenger service to Batavia that started with Joe Burton's recollections in the
November, 1989 issue. In 1852, the Aurora Branch R.R. was authorized to change its name to
the Chicago & Aurora Railroad and to extend its service to LaSalle. A copy of its timetable was
secured for the Museum by Ted and is reproduced on the following page. I was surprised to find
it made the trip between Batavia and Chicago in just over one hour and thirty minutes, only
about thirty minutes longer than with today's more modern equipment.
In addition, page 5 has a picture of the "Pioneer", the first train to leave Batavia on the Aurora
Branch R.R. which Ted mentions in his article. In 1865 the Aurora Branch (Chicago & Aurora)
R.R. was given permission by the legislature to take up its track from Batavia to Turner Junction
provided the railroad built a line to St. Charles and connected it with the Northwestern at some
location. The railroad did not pursue this option but kept the line to Turner Junction (West
Chicago) instead.
Jim Hanson

A MOTORMAN OF FEW WORDS ON THE C. A.& E.
Bill Bowron told of a motorman on the old Chicago, Aurora and Elgin R.R. who was a man of
few words and never too definite in his statements, according to John Gustafson's notes. If the
motorman was asked if he was going fast when he had an accident, he would answer, "Yes, I was
going fast but I could have gone faster." Another time, when asked if it had rained hard, said,
"Yes, it did but I have seen it rain harder."
One day he hit and killed a horse. He was told to report the accident and this is what he said:
"The horse came out of the alfalfa and then the alfalfa came out of the horse."
SURGERY AT THE DEPOT
A man named John Kelly was involved in a railroad accident on the C.B. & Q. on Batavia's east
side. Both of his legs had to be amputated in an emergency operation which was done in the
depot---now our Museum~--according to information from John Gustafson's files.

The “Pioneer,” which began Batavia’s passenger service to and from Chicago on Sept. 1850 on the Aurora Branch R.R. (later the CB&Q).

A SAMPLER OF MEMORIES
Ariadne Fredendall Boyd
I remember going with Ma to the butcher shops. One was on Batavia Ave. about the third store
around the corner from Main St. Another was on Wilson St. about two or three stores down the
hill from Batavia Ave. At the Wilson St. store I recall how the butcher would reach down into a
big barrel to pullout a piece of corned beef for Ma. No refrigeration, just in the pickling brine.
Next door to the butcher shop was a place we called the depot. One could get tickets there.
Newspapers were delivered there at one time.
Papers were also delivered to the drug store on Batavia Ave. I distinctly remember the time I
was told to go down to the drug store and get the paper. It was winter and really cold. I must
have been about ten. I had my usual cold, and when I got to the store it was full of men waiting
for the papers. Because of the bad weather the papers were late.
There I was, squashed in among all those tall, grown-up men. It was wartime (W. W. I) and all
were probably anxious for the latest news. Well, I had theꞏgreatest need to sneeze. Being too
bashful to cause a disturbance, I held it in as long as I could, but when it came of its own volition
I really sneezed--all over my face! There I was huddled down among all those men, no
handkerchief, and tears running down my cheeks. So horribly embarrassed! I finally did the
only thing I could think of and wiped across my gooey face with my mitten, only to make
matters worse.ꞏ The other mitten didn’t help much, but at least I felt better. The papers finally
came and I quickly headed for home. I made it home and vowed never in my life to go any place
again without at least two handkerchieves.
Just riding on the streetcar wasꞏa big treat. The theater in Aurora had vaudeville every Sunday
afternoon and my grandfather used to go. The best part was that he took me with him. How I
loved those outings with Grandpa. Not only a trolley ride, but real people performing on the
stage.
Oh, yes, how we waited for the bell of the bakery wagon. My mother was an expert baker and
made all of our bread. There was never any want for cakes, pies or cookies, but when the bakery
wagon came along with its bell tinkling, we each got a penny to go out and buy a huge, round
sugar cookie.
The milk wagon carried large milk cans and one could go out with a pitcher to be filled. This
changed and the dairy was soon delivering milk in glass bottles. In the winter, if one didn't bring
the milk in soon enough, it would freeze and the frozen cream would be sticking up above the
neck of the bottle with its little paper cap still in place. I loved seeing it do this.

GETTING THE MILK
Nancy Newlin Pearce
When I was a child we bought our milk from Major H. K. Wolcott. He was a handsome man
with an immaculately trimmed white beard. I remember him as always wearing a suit and
weskit, across which stretched a heavy gold chain. He was a widower and lived with an
unmarried, invalid son in an imposing house with a large lawn which covered the entire block
between Union Avenue and Walnut Street.
His only cow was milked at appropriate intervals by Gus Benson, who doubled as a chauffeur.
My sister and I walked the two blocks twice a day, carrying an empty quart milk can. The milk
was often still warm when we arrived. Although not pasturized, nor to my knowledge, tested, we
drank it for several years and thrived.
The only bad effect was to my sister's self-image. She was older than I and constantly
embarrassed by our menial task. The conclusion of football or basketball practice coincided with
our milk run. Unable to face the unspeakable horror of meeting these heroes was too much for
her. So theꞏignoble task was left to a younger and less sophisticated milkmaid.
Eventually both Major Wolcott and his cow went to their reward and we had our milk delivered
by the Batavia Dairy.
MINI-QUIZ
Think back to the Batavia of fifty years ago (1940) and see if you can give the first and last name
of each of the following people. These were nicknames or initials by which they were so
commonly known that their other names usually were not needed or used.
1.

J.B.

2.

Babe

3.

John D.

4.

Dese

Can you also name the position or business in which each was involved in that year?
Answers on page 8.
BE A VOLUNTEER
Our Museum will be opening again in a little over a month. May Lundberg, our volunteer
coordinator, can always use more volunteers to act as hosts and hostesses. If you can donate two
hours a month, give May a call at 879-3660. Museum hours are from two to four o'clock on
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. & Sun.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1.

J.B.

John B. Nelson, who was Supt. of Schools in 1940 after having been the
high school principal. One of our elementary schools is named for him.

2.

Babe

LaVerne Woodard, who served as City Clerk for 37 years. Woodard Field
on Clark Island is named for him.

3.

John D.

Severin Alberovsky, Batavia's Chief of Police for 14 years. He died in an
accident on E. Wilson St. during a high-speed chase. He was born in
Austria and had served in the Austrian army before coming to the U.S.

4.

Dese

Oscar T. Benson, also known as “O.T.” He operated the Phillips 66
station on So. Batavia Ave. in 1940. Later he served as a police officer for
about 20 years.
ONE STORY BRINGS MEMORIES OF ANOTHER

When I read Ariadne Boyd's comments about the butcher reaching into the barrel of brine, I
recalled the following story told by Irma Jeffery----certainly not about anyone at the Kinne &
Jeffery Store!
A woman went into a meat market and wanted to buy a fish. The proprietor only had one fish
left so he reached into the pail of brine under the counter and swished around, finally coming up
with this lone fish.
The customer looked at it speculatively and asked, "Haven't you got one a little larger?"
The man put the fish back into the pail, swished around in the brine again, and brought out the
same fish, saying, "Here's a nice big one.”
The customer responded, “It's nice and the other one was too. I'll take them both.”
1990 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS ELECTED
At the December meeting, Georgene Kauth, Bill Wood, Bob Cox and Bob Popeck were reelected to their positions. Marilyn Robinson replaced Marilyn & Bob Phelps as Vice-President.
All other members of the Board are in the middle of their two-year terms.
Office
Co-Presidents
Vice-President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Directors

Office Holder
Dot & Jim Hanson
Marilyn Robinson
May Lundberg
Georgene Kauth
Elliott Lundberg
Bill Wood
Ray Anderson
Ed LaMorte
Bob Cox
Bob Popeck

Term ends
Dec. 1990
Dec. 1991
Dec. 1990
Dec. 1991
Dec. 1990
Dec. 1991
Dec. 1990
Dec. 1990
Dec. 1991
Dec. 1991

BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 14, Batavia, ILL,
60510
QUESTION: What are some of your remembrances of Batavia in days gone by? Please write
them on this sheet and return it to the Society so they may become part of our record.
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Spring Meeting Arranged

Our Vice-President, Marilyn Robinson, has finalized plans for the spring meeting of the Society.
I hope we will have a good turnout of members. At a recent meeting of the Board it was
suggested that members be encouraged to bring a friend or newcomer to Batavia to our meetings
so that more people might become acquainted with the Society.
Date:

Sunday, April 29, 1990

Time:

3:00 p.m.

Place:

Bartholemew Room, Civic Center, 327 W. Wilson St.

Program:

Mary Ochsenschlager, a member of Land Preservation, will provide us a
talk and slide presentation on land and prairie conservation. As the week
of April 22-28 is designated as "Earth Week," this is a timely topic.

Social:

Following the presentation, the usual time for conversation with old
friends and new acquaintances over coffee and cookies will be available.

A short business meeting will precede the program.
Will some of the members assist Marilyn by providing cookies for the meeting? Everyone
appreciates the delicious home-baked donations that are brought. If you will help, give Marilyn
Robinson at call at 879-2253.
More Wolcott Memories
In previous issues I have used excerpts from the book by Laurens and Kenneth Wolcott, LIFE IN
THE GOOD OLD DAYS IN A SMALL ILLINOIS TOWN: 1872-1910. This issue's excerpt
relates to the store their father ran. It was located on Wilson St. just west of the river where the
present Baskin-Robbins store is situated.

THE STORE
Father never conducted a "General Store": no clothing, dry goods, hardware or boots and shoes.
But he did have, for that period, a good grocery and drug store, including "paints and oils". Most
paints were then mixed on the job, using kegs of white lead, linseed oils and colors. Altho he did
carry some bulk candy, usually shipped in ten-quart wooden pails -- sold, when emptied, as a
water pail for kitchen or barn use -- he never had a soda fountain or ice cream bar -- both very
new-fangled innovations then. He did carry a limited line of perfumes and cosmetics as they
existed then. But the major business was groceries.
As I look back now, I am astonished to realize how completely that business has changed in my
lifetime. With very few exceptions -- baking powder, saleratus, corn starch, table salt (in tenpound sack), etc. -- nothing in the store was pre-packaged. Flour, a very important and fastselling item, came in so-called 25-pound, 50-pound and 100-pound sacks. Actually, they were
½-bbl., ¼-bbl. and 1/8-bbl, or 98-lbs., 49-lbs. and 24-lbs., respectively. Every family baked its
own bread. There was a bakery in town, where "baker’s bread" could be bought, but their
products were not carried by grocers nor very widely used. Father never carried any bread in
stock as long as I knew anything about his store. In the later years, we would sometimes go to
the bakery and buy a loaf or bread (for cash) to be delivered as an accommodation with our
customer's grocery order. Incidentally, these cloth flour-sacks were prized by the women,
making excellent dish towels, I am told. Occasionally a little girl from an "underprivileged"
family would appear on the street in a home-made dress with "Pillsbury's Best" trade-mark in the
middle on her back. Vinegar and molasses were delivered in customers' jugs, filled from barrels
in the store basement.
Usually only one type or cheese was carried, the big wheel or cracker-barrel type, cut to order. It
was a matter or pride to be able to cut a wedge of cheese to within an ounce of the order. But if
it ran an ounce or two over or under, we did not need a computer to figure the price, as cheese
was nearly always 16 cents a pound. Sugar came in barrels or about 300 pounds. We always
had a barrel of each -- granulated, "C" sugar (light brown), brown and powdered. In later years
more and more sugar was received in hundred-pound sacks, a cheap, white cotton sack inside a
strong burlap sack. Granulated sugar thus received was usually dumped in the sugar barrel for
convenience in scooping out for weighing individual orders. Even oatmeal came in bulk, in
barrels.
Packaged groceries began to appear soon after I began to work in the store -- but very gradually.
One of the first such trademarked groceries was soda crackers, Uneeda Biscuit. Spices in small
cans much like the present were a welcome change for both customer and grocer. It was an
unpleasant task to weigh out an ounce of mustard or pepper and wrap it

in a small paper bag. Patented, prepared breakfast cereals began next; first, cereals to compete
with oatmeal, Pettijohns, Ralstons, Maltina, Wheatena, etc. Then followed the dry cereals,
initiated by Shredded Wheat, then corn flakes, Grape Nuts, etc. Commercial canned fruits had
been available and carried in stock for some time, but sold in small volume. Nearly every family
canned its own fruit, jellies and jams in summer and fall and ate them in winter. But, as the
quality of the commercial tinned fruits improved, they became more popular and gradually
displaced the dried fruits, prunes, apples, peaches and apricots, altho all of these were carried, in
bulk, and sold in diminishing volume.
While Father's store may not have been the largest or the best in town, it was a good store with a
substantial volume of trade. I think Father devoted more time, care and effort to his fruits and
vegetables than did any other grocer in Batavia. He obtained his more perishable items, like
berries, locally when possible. After he had the Field at the rear of Grandpa's vineyard, our own
gardens furnished many of our own vegetables during the season. As far as possible, these were
fresh-picked the day of sale. Every Fall he would import a bulk carload of potatoes direct from a
grower in Wisconsin. To minimize handling and storage costs, all regular customers were
notified and urged to place their orders for their winter requirements. Ads were run in the local
papers. Quantity orders, placed in advance and filled direct from the car, were quoted an
attractive, low price. It was standard practice then for families to store their winter requirements
of potatoes and other vegetables in their own cellars. Many more potatoes were eaten in those
days than now, when the stores are filled with all sorts of fresh vegetables all winter, and when
there are so many weight-watchers. The real small family would put in three to five bushels; the
larger families ten to fifteen bushels. We were allowed three days to unload the freight car at the
Newton Wagon Co. siding, right next door to our store. Whatever potatoes had not been
delivered after two days of strenuous work had then to be sacked and carried in our delivery
wagon, some to the outside basement of the store, the rest to the basement at our home for
storage. They were usually extra fine, large, smooth potatoes and were quickly sold out,
frequently outside our regular customers. A couple of times the demand exceeded the supply
and a second carload was ordered. Later in the winter, the potatoes in our basement had to be
sacked again and taken down to the store for current demand. In either basement, during the
winter, they had to be carefully watched and "looked over", eliminating any starting to spoil and
removing sprouts where found.
In that same "cold-cellar" at home were the many bushels of mangel-wurtzel beets, also having
to be "looked over" periodically, and cut up daily and fed to the cow, about a peck a day, cut into
bite-sized pieces (cow-bite size). "The chunks must not be too large or the cow will choke to
death." A large beet was cut in two lengthwise pieces every day or two and fed to the chickens,
allowing them to peck out their own bite-sized pieces -- thank Heaven.

Back to the store: In addition to potatoes, Father always had apples in stock during the winter.
These apples usually came from Western New York, thru Chicago wholesalers, always packed in
barrels, three bushels each. We generally had from three to six or more varieties in stock. Some
of these varieties are still available for the people who still buy by name -- Baldwin, Northern
Spy, Greening and Russet. Many which were popular then will sound unfamiliar to you: Maiden
Blush, King, Grimes Golden, Pippin, Spitzenberg, Rome Beauty, Pound Sweet and others. The
currently popular Mackintosh, Cortland and Delicious had not then been discovered or
developed. Most customers bought apples by the peck; Uncle Henry by the barrel.
About the only other fruits available during the winter were oranges, lemons, cranberries and
occasionally bananas, the latter always available in Chicago, but only occasionally in rural
stores. For vegetables, there were only those of last summer's crop which would keep well:
cabbage, turnips, carrots, squash, onions. Cold storage was barely in existence, not in popular
use. It was sometimes possible to obtain exotic items like lettuce or tomatoes, greenhouse grown
or imported from Florida or California in gourmet stores ("fancy groceries") in Chicago. Not
only was the price prohibitive, they were very perishable, subject to freezing during delivery and
spoiling within a few hours. Only few Batavia families would consider buying them at the
"outrageous prices" if a local grocer had offered them. Lettuce (leaf type only; no solid head
type was then known) from November to April rated about like avacodoes would today. Father,
in most respects decidedly conservative, was more venturesome in this field than most other
grocers in town. He would occasionally bring back from Chicago small quantities of unusual
fruits or vegetables. I believe that he was the first in Batavia to offer the new-fangled grapefruit,
tangerines, nectarines and other fancy, exotic fruits that most people in Batavia had never heard
of, much less tasted. I remember watching him demonstrate "why the tangerine is called the kid
glove orange" -- actually peeling one and separating the sections "without getting a drop of juice
on my fingers". Sharing the sections with his prospect, he would often get his order for a dozen.
He never forgot that he was a druggist as well as a grocer, however. Most prescriptions he
compounded himself, altho he had two registered "Asst. Pharmacists" on the staff most of the
years that I was in the store. The senior clerk was C. C. Stephens (Charlie), a rather crabby old
Civil War veteran, with little sympathy or patience with a fussy customer, and much less with
small boys. When he did try to be affable he had two stock jokes(?), used year after year. When
someone remarked, "This is a fine day" Charlie would reply, "Yes, the best there is in town."
His invariable response to an inquiry as to the freshness of the fruit or vegetables was, "Sure they
are fresh. They have never been eat." The other permanent employee was a pleasant, middleaged man. Altho widely known about town and universally liked, a visitor would have had
difficulty in finding him by asking for him by name: Rush E. Winslow. He was always known
by young and old, all over town, as "Kerney”

paper bag. I could continue to fill the page, but you get the idea. This should suffice to indicate
the difference between it and the modern supermarket where the customer appears at the
checkout counter with a cartload of items, packaged by the supplier and collected by the
customer, now all safely and neatly packaged and visibly priced for quick check-out and
payment.
Soon after starting to work for Father, Peter moved his large family into the last house on Water
Street, immediately alongside our Field. While he was employed at and for the store, he took
great interest in The Field, recommending some new varieties and introduced at the store a new
line of garden seeds (Vick's of Rochester, a near neighbor of mine in later years here), helped
plan and care for hot-beds, etc. As you Batavia boys probably know, Peter eventually realized
his life-long dream and established a fine market garden on West Main Street, subsequently -and I presume still - operated by his son John. Several other children are likely still in the area.
Peter was a remarkable man whom I have come to appreciate more in later years as I look back
upon him. Born, brought up and educated (as far as it went) in Sweden, he was an intelligent,
highly moral, sympathetic man. His most emphatic swear words were “Yumping Yimini”, or
when greatly excited, “Yulius Yee Caesar”
*******************************
GUSTAFSON'S GARDENS
The reference to Peter
Gustafson's market garden in
the above paragraph reminded
me of this picture of their
delivery truck from our files.
GUSTAFSON STORIES
The story below was told to
John Gustafson in 1967 and
included in one of his many
notebooks. This, too, was
brought to mind by the story
about dresses made from flour
sacks.
"Mrs. W. and Mrs. P. were arguing as Swedish women sometimes did, as to who was of a higher
class. Mrs. B. came along and stopped and listened to them arguing. She then remarked that
Mrs. W. wasn't much. “Look at all the Geneva Belle flour sack underwear on her clothes line.”

The W. A. Wolcott Store

MINI-QUIZ
Test your memory concerning Batavia in 1940---fifty years ago.
1.

What schools belonged to the Little Seven Conference in 1940?

2.

What was the name of the local dramatic club sponsored by the American
Legion?

3.

What radio program was sponsored by Campana Co. and who were its two
regular "stars"?

Answers are on page 8.
BATAVIA AS VIEWED BY MARK TWAIN
The Society has received a copy of the letter Mark Twain wrote to his beloved, Livy, from
Batavia on January 26, 1869. He was in town to give a lecture. The letter was given to us by the
Bancroft Library at the University of California: Berkeley following a response to an inquiry
from the library for information about Batavia at the time of the lecture. As you will read in the
following excerpts, Mark Twain was not duly impressed with Batavia. He made two references
to the town:
" . . . this sad-looking village makes me feel ever so friendless and dreary . . . "
"No matter how dreary & wretched I may feel when I enter one of these sad, homelesslooking towns, I soon retreat to the shelter of your love, my Livy, & all is bright &
cheerful again."
REMEMBRANCES
I wish to thank all those who responded to the request in the January newsletter for
remembrances of earlier days in Batavia. We received a number of letters and you will see
portions of these from time to time in future editions. I would appreciate receiving more of these
glimpses of Batavia in its earlier days for our files. Please jot them down and send them to me.
Two other "pictures" of earlier times have been received in different formats. Reel-Pro Video
has donated a video-tape which shows a Chicago, Aurora & Elgin train as it makes its run from
the Junction into Batavia and back out again. This is part of a much longer film about the
CA&E.
The second donation has been a series of cassette tapes from Bob Kalina. In these he describes
his memories of a number of things: both crabbing and clamming in the Fox River, ice skating
on the old pond, and the greenhouse business which was very extensive in Batavia at one time.
If you don't feel like writing your memories, consider doing what Bob Kalina did. I will try to
provide a tape recorder and tape so you can record your recollections. Give me a call at 8797492 if you would like to do this.
Jim Hanson

QUIZ ANSWERS
1.

The Little Seven had eight schools in 1940. The members of the conference were
Batavia, Dundee, Geneva, Naperville, St. Charles, Sycamore, West Chicago and
Wheaton. Things have certainly changed!

2.

The local dramatic group was known as the Town Hall Players.

3.

The First Nighter was sponsored by Campana and starred Les Tremayne and
Barbara Luddy as regulars. See the following section for more on this topic.
FIFTY YEARS AGO

Remember in 1940 when:
............drama was brought into homes by radio and not T.V. A favorite was the First Nighter
sponsored by Batavia's Campana Corporation. The announcer spoke of "the little theater
off Times Square" and at intermission the usher could be heard announcing, "Smoking in
the outer lobby only, please." The program was in its 10th year in 1940.
............the annual American Legion Carnival was held in the Township Park on W. Wilson St.
each summer on the site of the present McWayne School. It featured rides for the kids,
refreshments, bingo, games of chance, etc. Later it was moved across Wilson St. to the
property where the Civic Center is located.
............drug stores all had soda fountains and served those good ice cream concoctions and soft
drinks. There were stools at the counter or booths along a wall (or both) where you could
sit and enjoy the refreshments. Some also had those little round "ice cream tables and
chairs" that are now seen at antique shops.
............boys delivered the popular magazines such as the Saturday Evening Post, Good
Housekeeping, Ladies Home Journal, etc. The carried the magazines in a cloth bag with
a strap over the shoulder. This was a way to earn spending money.
............the Chicago & Northwestern RR train ran down the middle of Water St. Traffic on
Wilson and First streets was brought to a stop several times a day by the slow-moving
freight train.
............other than Routes 25 and 31, Main St. going west and Wilson St. going east, the roads
outside of town were all gravel. What is now Fabyan Parkway was Averill Rd. on the
east side and Campana Rd. on the west side with no bridge connecting the two roads.
............the local paper was the Batavia Herald, issued once a week on Fridays. The Aurora
Beacon had a regular Batavia column written by Jeanette Smith which included a great
deal of "social news" about people in town.

ANOTHER BENEFIT FOR THE SOCIETY
The Batavia Antique Dealers, who planned the highly successful Evening at the Old Louise
White School as a benefit for the Society, are at it again. This benefit will be the Bernard J.
Cigrand Antique Show, named in honor of Dr. Cigrand who was the "Father of Flag Day" and a
Batavia resident. It will take place on the weekend of June 16th and 17th at the Civic Center.
This is the weekend closest to Flag Day, June 14th.
The proceeds from ticket sales are designated to benefit the Batavia Historical Society. Tickets
will be available at the antique shops and the local banks. Watch for announcements in the
papers as to when they will be on sale.
We have been asked to assist by providing people to sell tickets at the door and to collect tickets.
The hours will be from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 16th. and from 11:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 17th. Volunteers will be asked to work a two-hour shift. Hopefully
we can have three people for each shift.
Volunteers are needed! Please call Jim Hanson (879-7492) if you will help sell/collect tickets at
the antique show. The response for volunteers at the Louise White program was great. I trust
members will respond in the same manner this time.
The dealers plan to make this an annual event in Batavia. Let's show our support and
appreciation.
MUSEUM IS OPEN
Our Depot Museum is open for the 1990 season. May Lundberg can always use more volunteer
help. If you can donate two hours to act as a host or hostess each month or every other month,
please call May at 879-3660 and offer to assist.
The Park District is undertaking extensive work at the Museum.
A start has been made to prepare the basement area for a number of permanent exhibits. This
will enlarge the display area greatly. The Gunzenhauser gazebo is undergoing rehabilitation and
will be located on the Museum grounds when finished. The original Coffin Bank building,
(Batavia's first bank) will be refurbished and located at the site also.
Carla Hill, our curator, has told me contracts are to be let to have the exterior of the Museum
repainted and the grounds will be upgraded to enhance the appearance of the entire area. New
storage shelving and special protective boxes have been secured to better organize and preserve
the artifacts that are donated to the Society.
With all of this activity going on at the Museum, it may be somewhat disorganized, noisy, etc.
from time to time. The end result should make any temporary problems worth overlooking or
learning to "live with" as we expand.

If you have not paid your 1990 dues yet, please remember to do so. The response to the
reminder in the last issue was fine but we still have a few members who have not renewed.
******************************************************************************
BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: 1990
DUES
Individual:
Joint/Family:
Sustaining:
Life (each):
Business or
Institutional:
Bus/Inst. Life

$3
$5
$10
$50
$10
$100

NAME(s) ____________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________
CITY ________________________ STATE ____ ZIP _______
Mail to:

Treasurer, Batavia Historical Society
P.O. Box 14, Batavia, Illinois 60510
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Announcing the . . .

First Annual

Bernard
Cigrand
Antique
Show and
Sale
June 9 and 10
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a. m. -4:00 p. m.

Batavia Civic Center
327 W. Wilson Street
Batavia, Illinois 60510
Proceeds benefit the Batavia
Historical Society
Tickets:
$2.50 in advance; $3:00 at door. Tickets will be available at all Batavia antique
shops, banks, and the savings and loan.

THE FATHER OF FLAG DAY
Dr. Bernard J. Cigrand, the "father of Flag Day,” was a resident of Batavia Township for a
period of twenty years, from 1912 until 1922. During that time he lived in the lovely stone house
which he built and which still stands at 1184 So. Batavia Ave.
Dr. Cigrand was born in the small village of Waubeka, Wisconsin, on October 1, 1866.
Waubeka is located about 30 miles north of Milwaukee. His father, a blacksmith and
wagonmaker, was a native of Luxembourg and emigrated to Wisconsin in 1852. Dr. Cigrand
was the youngest of six children.
At the age of nineteen he became a school teacher in a small country school near his home.
Later, in 1886, he quit teaching and attended college to train to become a dentist. Two years
later he graduated from Northwestern University Dental School. The following year he was
married.
Both as a child and as a teacher, he had an interest in history and in the flag of his country. It is
said that on June 14, 1885 his students at the small school in Fredonia where he was teaching
were assigned themes to write on the subject of the American flag. The date, June 14th,
coincided with the date on which Congress officially adopted the "Stars and Stripes" as our flag
in 1777.
It was as early as 1886 that Dr. Cigrand first publiclyꞏproposed Flag Day, and be campaigned
from that time on in articlesꞏ and lectures for the adoption of June 14th asꞏa dayꞏto honor the
Flag. In 1894, the American Flag Association was organized with its purpose being to give the
flag appropriate recognition.
Dr. Cigrand was the secretary, and later president, of the Association. National interest
developed from the celebrations held in Chicago and a nationwide organization was formed with
Dr. Cigrand as its president. The earlier organization was primarily based in Illinois.
While promoting his idea of a day to commemorate our flag, Dr. Cigrand also was busy in his
new profession. He practiced dentistry in Chicago beginning in 1888. He served on the faculty
of several dental schools including Northwestern University and the Illinois School of Dentistry.
He also was elected president of the American College of Dental Surgery.
These honors certainly would have been important to Dr. Cigrand, but one of his proudest days
must have been when President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation for a national
observance of Flag Day on June 14, 1914.
By this time he had built his home on Batavia Ave. where he also had his dental office.
According to records at Mooseheart, he served as the official dentist there in 1917-18,
succeeding Batavia's Dr. Gifford Johnson when "Giff” went into service. In 1920 he moved his
offices to Aurora where his son, Elroyꞏ, joined

him in practice.
In the spring of 1932 Dr. and Mrs. Cigrand moved to Aurora. They had just settled in their new
home when Dr. Cigrand had a heart attack while in Chicago to deliver his weekly lecture at the
University of Illinois Dental College. He died on May 16, 1932.

The Cigrand home on So. Batavia Ave.

NEEDED:

VOLUNTEERS!!

The Antique Show mentioned on page 1 is a benefit for our Society. In the last newsletter I
asked for volunteers to help sell tickets at the door and to collect tickets. To date, very few
people have offered to help!
I need to hear from everyone who will lend a hand as soon as possible so a schedule can be
developed. The plan is to have-the volunteers work two-hour shifts starting at 9:00 a.m. on
Saturday, June 9th, and at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 10th. If possible we also would like to be
able to staff a booth at the show to sell Society items and enroll new members.
The dealers plan to make this an annual event. Let's show our appreciation by giving them this
support.
Please call Jim Hanson at 879-7492 and offer to assist. If unable to reach me, call Marilyn
Robinson at 879-2253. Volunteers will be given complimentary tickets to the show.

SOCIETY ITEMS
Marilyn Robinson Receives an Award
Our Vice-President, Marilyn Robinson, was the recipient of an award from the Illinois Historical
Society for her book, LITTLE TOWN IN A BIG WOODS. The award was presented to her at
the annual meeting of the state organization held in Peoria on April 27th. Her book, written for
elementary-age children, has been a best seller for the Society.
New Life Members
During the past six months nine life memberships in the Society have been purchased. This
brings our total to 63 life members.
The latest additions have been Don and Margie Clark, Tom and Marion Mair, Harold and Shirley
Peterson, Marie Pitz, Roberta Poole, and Frank Saupp, Jr.
Newsletter Spans the Ocean
The last issue of the newsletter travelled half-way around the world to New Zealand. Previously
there was one member living outside of the U.S.A.---Barbara Conde Hopkins who lives in
Canada. Our second one, living "down under," is Joane O'Conner, daughter of Lynn and Agnes
Clever.
Here in the states we have members living in 19 states other than Illinois, scatter from coast to
coast. The greatest number of out-of-state members are in California (6}. Here in Illinois
members reside in fourteen other communities with the most living in Geneva.
Pardon Our Dust
With all the work going on at the Depot Museum, the dust is flying. The most obvious is the
new landscaping around the exterior. When completed, there will be a ramp to the lower level of
the Museum to provide access for the handicapped. In addition, the Gunzenhauser-Smith gazebo
will be located on the site near the pond and the Coffin Bank, Batavia's first, will be situated to
the north of the Depot. The Museum's exterior is scheduled for a new paint job and new, clear
protective covering for the windows has been ordered.
Inside, work is underway as well. The basement is being prepared for a number of permanent
displays related to the history and development of our community. Upstairs, new shelving and
special protective storage boxes for our artifacts will soon be in place to better organize our
"work area."

The Park District certainly has made this a "Year for the Museum" with all of this work taking
place! We look forward to being able to display more items when the work is completed. Even
with these modifications, the Society will still lack space to display many items and our storage
area is limited as well.
Navy Uniforms Needed
This may sound contradictory to the foregoing mention of our lack of storage space, but the
Society would like to have the Navy and Marines represented in its collection of armed forces
uniforms. A number of people have donated W.W.I and W.W II Army uniforms but the Society
has not received representations for the Navy and Marines.
If anyone has a uniform in good condition for either of these branches that he or she would be
willing to donate, please contact Carla Hill at the Park District. As space is limited, it will be
necessary to limit the number accepted but hopefully someone will find and donate uniforms for
each war. Carla's number at the Park District is 879-5235.
SOME REMEMBRANCES
The following are a sampling of remembrances which have been received as a result of the
request made in the January issue. I would like to hear from more of you with anecdotes and/or
glimpses of Batavia's past. Just jot them down and drop them in the mail.
In the early 1900's gypsies still traveled in covered wagons painted with flowers and drawn by
horses. My home was on the northwest corner of Batavia Ave. and Houston St. The gypsies
parked their wagons in front of our house and walked downtown. I had been told that they
kidnapped children and so I hid until they left town.
My father, Van Burton, was mayor during the first World War. I remember our phone ringing
about four one morning announcing the end of the war. Father notified all of the factories and
churches to blow their whistles and ring their bells at a certain time. It must have been early in
the morning because it was dark. The whole town turned out and ran downtown with
noisemakers. We burned an effigy of Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany on the bridge.
M. B. C.
******************************************************************************
I remember the large iron horse trough outside the Kinney and Jeffrey store. The boys would put
small fish---sunfish and pumpkin seeds---in the trough to make the horses snort and rear up when
they took a drink.
Another remembrance was the stock yards at Prairie and Webster streets. Boys were paid to
drive cattle down the streets to keep them out of people's yards. Cattle were shipped out every
day via the Burlington.
Anonymous

Before I started Grace McWayne School we lived on Washington St. (now Lincoln) by Batavia
Dairy. I recall the time when cattle were herded up Houston St. I never really knew where they
came from, nor where they were going, but all those cattle in the street, in the yards and on the
sidewalks, was a very impressive sight in the eyes of a kid and I never forgot it.
N.J.
****************
A Mr. Minich ran a little grocery store about a block north of Blaine St. School and just around
theꞏcorner. We used to buy penny candy there at the end of each week when Dad got paid. Only
a nickel for each of us three children, but, Oh!, how we picked and chose and poor, kind Mr.
Minich would stand there patiently waiting until we finally chose the most we could for what we
had. He was so kind and patient. Then after the start of W.W. I he was so mistreated by people
because he was German. They splashed yellow paint all over the store building even though his
son had joined the Army.
A.B.
****************
Joe Burton had a grocery store on the corner of Batavia Ave. and Main St. He always gave a bag
of candy when the bill was paid on Saturday. Across the street was a small one-story building
that housed a hat store owned by Miss Alexander.
H.E.R.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

The summer meeting of the Society has been planned and, as usual, another interesting program
is scheduled. Be sure to mark your calendar now so that you will not miss the meeting---and
bring a friend or newcomer to Batavia with you so that person may become acquainted with our
Society.
Date:

Sunday, Sept. 16, 1990

Time:

3:00 p.m.

Place:

Bartholemew Room, Civic Center,
327 W. Wilson St.

Program:

Dr. Rodney Nelson, III of Geneva will present a program regarding early
medicine. Dr. Nelson recently has written a book entitled, Beaumont, America’s First Physiologist. William Beaumont's observations and
experiments are regarded as the first important American contributions to
medical science.

A brief business meeting will precede the program and the customary social time over cookies
and coffee will conclude the afternoon.
The excellent cookie bakers among our members have spoiled us with the expectation of
homemade "goodies" for our meetings. I trust some members will volunteer again to bring
cookies. If you can help in this way, please call our Vice-President, Marilyn Robinson at 8792253.
TWO MORE DATES
Oct. 9th:

The Heritage Committee of ACCESS will sponsor a program on inter-urban
railroads with emphasis on the CA&E. Watch the local papers for details.

Dec. 2nd:

The Society's annual meeting and pot luck dinner at Bethany Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall. Details will be in a later newsletter.

OF BIRDS AND BEASTS IN DAYS OF YORE
Joe Burton
"Yore" in this case means the early 1900's when horsepower meant the power of a real fourlegged horse. Back in those days there were no gas stations but there were horses all over town.
Milk and ice were delivered to your home by horse-drawn wagons. Early pictures of downtown
stores clearly show hitching posts out in front where autos park today.
To keep horses properly shod there was a blacksmith shop on the island across from the movie
theater. If you didn't own a horse you could rent one with carriage attached from the Wheeler
Livery Stable on So. Batavia Ave . . . just across the street from Bert Johnson's Drug Store.
Then there were the cows. The L. E. Wolcotts and the Hamilton Browns on No. Batavia Ave.
both had cows. Nancy Newlin Pearce recently wrote about going with her sister to get milk from
the old H. K. Wolcott home on So. Batavia Ave. I can remember when that cow was led down
Union Ave. for its daily grazing in a field behind Bellevue. I used to fetch milk from the
Bergman family who lived on No. Washington St. (now Lincoln St.). It wasn't pasteurized, it
wasn't homogenized, but it was simply delicious!
Other highlights of that era included:
CHICKENS: There was hardly a block in town that didn't awaken each morning to a symphony
of "clucks" and a "cock-a-doodle-doo!" My family was no exception. Over the years we had a
succession of White Leghorns, Rhode Island Reds and Black Minorcas. As part of our weekly
chores my brother and I had to clean the hen house.
SHEEP: When the Frank Snow family lived in the Frank Lloyd Wright house north of town, Mr.
Snow evidently tired of mowing the front lawn which was as rocky and hilly and spacious as it is
now. He bought a herd of sheep which not only kept the lawn neat and trim with their grazing
but also added a touch of color to the landscape.
COMMUTING IN STYLE: One of the daily events which attracted attention was John
Gunzenhauser's trip from his home, "Villa Marie", on No. Batavia Ave. to the Chicago and
Northwestern R.R. station at the foot of the Wilson St. hill. Seated comfortably in the back of
his carriage with a coachman and two prancing horses, Mr. Gunzenhauser literally rode in style.
In the evening the same coachman, carriage and horses met the train from Chicago and returned
him to his home.
A PONY: Martin O. Nelson, who lived on McKee Street, had three sons and a daughter:
Russell, Earl, Howard and Adeline. To keep them happy he gave them a pony and a cart. It was
the talk of the neighborhood and every kid on the west side of town.

A PIG: Yes, there was a pig but I can't remember the name of the family who owned it. They
lived about two blocks directly north of where the Depot Museum now stands. I used to fish in
that area and one day, as I watched in horror, they butchered the pig in their front yard.
PIGEONS: Batavia at one time probably had more pigeons than you could find on State Street
in Chicago. These were racing pigeons, but that is a whole story in itself about which I intend to
write as soon as I can gather all the facts.
MORE REMEMBRANCES
I wish to thank Joe Burton for another article about Batavia in the early 1900's. The following
are remembrances sent in by others in response to my request in January, some by the same
people quoted in the last issue.
I recall the annual fireworks display on the 4th of July at the "athletic field" in northwest Batavia
in the "30s." The American Legion put on the show. The fireworks were given to Sen. Arnold
Benson and I remember seeing the boxes stacked high in a room in his house. The anticipation
was wonderful and the show always lived up to our expectations.
P.B.R.
--------I wonder if anyone recalls when Bolton Mallory flew into Batavia and landed on the athletic
field. It was lunch time and the kids were all late for afternoon classes because they were out
looking over the plane---something never seen up close before!
H.E.R.
--------Sanitation
In those early days a great many of the men chewed tobacco. If they had been sensible there
would have been no problem, but women wore long dresses or long serge skirts that just hit the
sidewalk behind them as they walked along. I loved watching the hem of Grandma's skirt "plipplipping" along the sidewalk. It seemed as if her skirt was dancing to town.
The problem arose because the tobacco chewers would spit on the sidewalks. Finally the women
rebelled and got after the city fathers. The men fumed and snorted, the women campaigned, and
finally signs were posted on the telephone poles, "No spitting on the sidewalk."
A.V.B.
--------Do you recall fifty years ago when: a first class letter cost 3¢ to mail and the postman delivered
the mail twice a day? the pond extended under Wilson Street? recycling was done by feeding
the collected garbage to hogs? telephone numbers were only 4 digits long and party lines were
common? there were “5 and 10 cent stores” that had items for those prices?
J.H.

MINI-QUIZ
1.

What were the call letters of Batavia's radio station which had its broadcast tower east of
Raddant Rd. and south of Giese Rd.?

2.

What Batavia store used the slogan, "Let these birds feather your nest," in its
advertisements?

3.

In Nov., 1929, Batavia's City Council planned to obtain options on property on which to
erect a "Community Memorial Building." Where was it to be located?

Answers on page 6.
SOCIETY NEWS & COMMENTS
Jim Hanson
Antique Show
The Cigrand Antique Show was successful and raised $877 for the Society. The Batavia Antique
Dealers' efforts in organizing the show and designating ticket proceeds for the Society are greatly
appreciated. Planning is underway already for next year's show. I also wish to thank the
members who volunteered to handle ticket sales at the show: Barb & Dave Sawitoski, Pearl
Blass, Georgene & Walt Kauth, Mary Harris, Bill Wood, Elsie Renaud, Ted Schuster, Linda &
Jeff Schielke, Betty Morehead, Don Schielke, Cliff Anderson, Harold Patterson, Georgene
Schramer, Shirley Hoover, Jacki Upham, Patty Will, Dolores Carlson, Marilyn Robinson,
Rosalie & Dick Jones, Dot Hanson, Norma & Elliott Lundberg and Pearl Pedersen.
Upstairs at the Museum
The storeroom on the second floor of the museum is taking on a new look. New shelving has
been secured along with special acid-free boxes, wrapping paper and picture files so that our
collection of artifacts can be properly stored. Every Tuesday Helen (Ray) Anderson, Marilyn
Phelps and Dot Hanson spend the morning cataloging, filing, and organizing our collection.
They have been volunteering for this for many years but their task has been much more
demanding this year with the reorganization. Our curator, Carla Hill, has been a great asset to
this project, securing all of the various materials needed and seeing that the shelving was secured
and erected. This work isn't obvious to the public but is important. These fine ladies are owed a
debt of gratitude for their efforts!
On the Move
The Gunzenhauser gazebo and the Coffin bank are now in place on the museum site bringing
together all of our buildings. Final work on the gazebo restoration is continuing. When
completed, this unique and colorful structure will help beautify the pond area. Long range plans
involve creating an interior display in the bank in which a number of our office artifacts can be
displayed.

More research by Marilyn
In the last issue I reported on the award Marilyn Robinson received from the Illinois Historical
Society for her book, LITTLE TOWN IN A BIG WOODS. Marilyn now is adding to our store
of information about Batavia's past with a series of articles on historic Batavia homes in the
Windmill News. Her interest and abilities are a real asset to our Society!
Volunteer Trip
The Park District sponsored a trip for the museum volunteers early this month to the Early
American Museum near Mahomet, Illinois. Those able to go enjoyed a wonderful experience. If
you are near Mahomet (just west of Champaign) at any time, it would be well worth your time to
see this exceptional museum with its many excellent displays. Carla and the Park District are to
be commended for this thoughtful manner of showing appreciation for the volunteers.
******************************************************************************
WANTED: ANTIQUE SHOW COORDINATOR
The coordination between the Society and the antique dealers for the Cigrand Antique Show last
June was handled by your co-presidents and vice-president. Planning for the 1991 show has just
begun. If one of our members would offer to coordinate the effort between the Society and the
dealers, it would be appreciated. This will involve attending regular planning meetings with the
dealer committee (held mornings), offer suggestions, and secure and assign volunteers to assist at
the show. If you would be interested in taking on this responsibility, please call Jim Hanson
(879-7492).
BATAVIA: ANOTHER MEANING
What's in a name? It seems that there can be more than one thing. As most of us know,
"Batavia" comes from the Dutch and our city was named for the city in New York with the same
name. The word, according to several sources, means "fair meadows," and this has been the
accepted definition for a long time.
Recently, a former Batavian, Marilyn Benson Hughes, sent a copy of a page from THE
COVENANT by James Michener which gives a different interpretation---one also supported by
references. To quote in part: "Batavia! This tiny enclave ... had been named after the Batavi,
those fierce, sullen men encountered by the early Roman emperors in the marshes that would
subsequently become Holland." (Reference was to Batavia, Java, settled by early Dutch
explorers just as Batavia, N.Y. was settled by the Dutch of "New Amsterdam" as it was first
known.)

MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS
1.

The radio station was WORD. It was affiliated with the Jehovah's Witnesses. This
seems to explain the choice of call letters due to its Biblical connotation.

2.

The Crane & Swan furniture store located on the northeast corner of Wilson and River
streets. This building is one of the oldest business structures still standing in downtown
Batavia.

3.

The proposed community building was to be located both west and south of the post
office. The city already had an option on property from the post office to First Street and
from Island Ave. to the pond and was going to seek an option on the land west of the post
office to the pond. A referendum was planned for the 1930 spring election to fund the
construction. It was to have city offices on the first floor (probably facing Island Ave.);
an auditorium on the second floor level with Wilson St.; and the third floor reserved for
use by service organizations. Needless to say, it was never built!
MEDICINE IN BATAVIA

In keeping with the theme of our program for the fall meeting, it seemed appropriate to share
some history of doctors and medical issues in Batavia's past.
A special meeting of the Town Board was called April 4, 1884, for the purpose of taking
measures to protect the village against smallpox as Yorkville had reported 14 cases in the past
week. A committee was appointed to arrange with the local doctors to vaccinate everyone at the
village's expense. The following March $4.00 was paid to each of the four doctors involved:
Drs. Cooper, Burroughs, Fitts and Augustine.
It seems unlikely that there were many women doctors in the 1800's, but Batavia had one. Dr.
Annie Spencer came to Batavia in 1886 and practiced for many years. She was an assistant at
Bellevue for four years. When our library was in the former Levi Newton house, she lived and
had her offices on the second floor. When the building was razed to extend Wilson St., she built
a home on No. Batavia Ave.
Hospitals were uncommon also. Two local doctors solved the problem by providing hospital
care of their own. Dr. DeFour used several rooms in his home for patients at one time. This
house, located at 114 N. Washington Ave., also served as a branch library for the east side at
another time. According to the recollection of Dr. West when presenting a talk to the Society in
1960, he said that a Dr. Whitten used another house for three or four years in the same manner.
Dr. West was one of the best known and respected doctors in Batavia for over 40 years. In the
same talk mentioned above, he told about attending medical college in Chicago and graduating

in 1902. At that time there were thirteen medical schools in Chicago, only three of which were
accredited. While practicing in Chicago he had a coronary attack. He was urged by another
doctor to get away from work in the city and told Batavia needed a physician. Shortly thereafter
he was visiting a brother in Elgin and came through Batavia on the way back to Chicago. He
liked it so well that he rented a house before leaving town, thus starting his practice here in 1910.
At that time there were three active doctors here---Drs. Annie Spencer, Bothwell, and Johnson--whom he called on in order to become acquainted. Dr. Fitts was semi-retired, Dr. Augustine had
retired, and Dr. McNair had recently moved to Oklahoma.
Dr. Fitts had come to Batavia in 1884 (at the time of the smallpox scare mentioned earlier) and
Dr. McNair came in 1893. John Gustafson recalled that Dr. McNair's "sunny disposition cured
aches and pains as much as his pills as the atmosphere of a room brightened when he entered."
About the time of the First World War, Dr. Mostrom from Geneva entered into a partnership
with Westin a clinic. Later Drs. DuFour and Elliot followed and, as time went on, others
including Drs. Habegger, Baxter, Shirer and Grigg were in the West clinic.
Dr. West said that when he began his practice they had some antitoxins but were often afraid to
use them in large enough quantities to do much good. Around 1915 diphtheria had become
prevalent with 67 cases in Batavia in one week. All the school children were checked and many
were found to be carriers and were sent home. He also recalled that in his early days, babies
were delivered in the home for an average fee of $10.
Batavia's first physician was Dr. D. K. Town who arrived here in 1839 and practiced until 1862.
He lived on S. Batavia Ave. and was responsible for planting many of the trees in the parkway of
that street and along Union Ave. and Walnut St. Another early doctor was Henry Williams, who
arrived in 1850. Not only did he practice medicine but also was a wholesale florist operating an
extensive greenhouse at the corner of Batavia Ave. and Main St. He served as county coroner
for five years.
Dr. Chas. Bucher came to town in 1855. He enlisted in the army during the Civil War and was
an assistant surgeon. He returned to Batavia to resume his practice along with serving as coroner
and also on village and school boards. A Dr. Garnsey practiced here from 1850 to 1890, and
another "40 year man" was Dr. Burroughs who served Batavians from 1861 to 1903. Other
familiar names of men who came around 1900 and were involved not only in curing ills but also
in civic affairs were Drs. G. O. Kerfoot, O. W. Hubbard and Roy Bothwell. Of course the list
could go on and on and even then I would surely leave some out.
In an 1888 book on Kane Co., the author said of pioneer physicians, "They did not write a
prescription which could in a few minutes or hours be filled by a druggist but, by necessity,
carried a supply of medicines suited to the wants of people in their saddlebags." Yes, things have
certainly changed!

THE LAST CALLER
Furniture stores were involved in the undertaking business into the 1900's. This relationship is
said to be the result of the manufacture of coffins by furniture dealers. Advertisements in the
Batavia Herald during this period show our town was no exception. One such advertisement is
printed below. Another, printed in a 1906 issue of the paper states:
SMITH & CRANE
Furniture & Undertaking
Cor. Wilson & River Sts.
Batavia, Ill.
(This store later became Crane & Swan
mentioned in the quiz.)
Bill Davis, who worked for the post office
for many years, told this story:
O. M. Thomle had a carpenter who worked
for him making coffins on the second floor of
his furniture store. The carpenter brought his
meals with him to work and kept them in one
of the coffins. He often included Limburger
cheese. One day Mr. Thomle was showing
the coffins to a prospective customer when
he raised the lid of the coffin where his
carpenter kept his cache of food including
the Limburger cheese. He got one whiff of it
and slammed down the lid thinking they had
done a poor job of embalming that fellow.
Earl Lundborg shared this story with John
Gustafson many years ago:
Aaron and Andrew P_____ lived near each
other. Aaron died suddenly and a local
undertaker went to embalm him in the home
as was the custom then. For this he carried
two huge, black suitcases. Unfortunately, the
undertaker was confused and went to
Andrew's home by mistake. Andrew also
was near death and was expected to pass on
at any time. When the undertaker knocked at
the door the son answered.

The son looked at him and the suitcases and said, "My God, can't you wait until my father dies?"
(You will have to decide yourself about the accuracy of these stories.)
HOUSE CALLS
The photograph below shows Dr. Chapman and his mode of transportation for making house
calls. A description of this, but related to Dr. Garnsey, was given by Guy Conde. Mr. Conde
said that the doctor drove around to see his patients in a two-wheeled road cart. He always
carried a brass lantern attached to the cart so that he always was ready for night calls. Like
Lincoln, in cold weather he wore a shawl. He eased the pains of his children patients by giving
them an orange as he left. Dr. Garnsey lived on No. VanBuren St.

KNOW THIS MAN?
The picture to the left is one of several the Society has of
former doctors in Batavia. Do any of you recognize him?
Not only does the Society have his photo but we also have
a collection of his "record books" from 1899 until 1943!
His ads in old Batavia Heralds were the same for many
years: "Physician & Surgeon, Cor. Batavia Ave. and
Wilson St. Office hours 10 to 12 a.m. 3 to 5 and 7 to 8
p.m." This is Dr. O. W. Hubbard.
REMEMBRANCES
I am still looking for more remembrances of Batavia's
past. Please jot yours down and send them to the Society.
They needn't be long nor written like a professional author
would write. Merely help us preserve a picture of Batavia
as no history book can do.

P. O. Box 14
Batavia, Illinois 60510
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THE BATAVIA HISTORIAN
ANNUAL MEETING IN DECEMBER

The Annual Meeting of the Society will be the customary Holiday Pot Luck Dinner. Mark your
calendars now so as not to miss the meeting.
Date & time: Sunday, December 2, 1990 at 5:00 p.m.
Place:

Bethany Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall

Dinner:

Please bring a dish to pass and your own dishes and silverware. Meat, rolls
and coffee will be furnished.

Program:

The Glory Road Singers will provide a musical program.
As this is the Society's thirtieth birthday, we will be honoring our founders
and charter members. If you know one of these individuals who needs
transportation to the meeting, please offer him/her a ride. If you need a
ride to the meeting, call Marilyn Robinson (879-2253) or Jim Hanson
(879-7492) and we will find you a ride. Volunteer chauffeurs call us also.

Meeting:

A short business meeting will precede the program. Included will be the
election of the following, each for a two year term: president, treasurer,
recording secretary, and two directors.

The following people are serving as the committee for the meeting: Marilyn Robinson,
Chairperson; Dot and Jim Hanson; Mary and Jerry Harris; Kathy and George Fairbairn; Dorothy
Willey; Teri and Lyle Bergmann. Anyone else who would like to help set up before the dinner
or assist in the clean-up following it will be welcome!

MINI-QUIZ
1.

Fifty years ago it wasn't the price of heating oil that was a concern as winter approached.
Instead it was that of coal. Then Batavia had 4 businesses advertising as coal dealers.
How many of them can you name?

2.

Our vice-president, Marilyn Robinson, is writing a series of articles for the local
newspaper on old homes in Batavia. There are ten buildings in town (not houses) which
have the date of their construction on the front of the building. You have gone by many
of these buildings often, but have you consciously or sub-consciously noticed which
buildings are so marked? Try to remember which have their construction dates on them.

3.

Now that you have answered question #2, can you match the correct date(s) with the
buildings? The dates on these ten buildings are: 1870; 1887; 1889; 1889*; 1892; 1893;
1895; 1895; 1902-03; 1917.
* The 1889 on one is very indistinct but records indicate the contract for it was let that
year. This building also had its name included on its face by the stonemason.

Answers on page 4.
DUES TIME AGAIN
Once again it is time to pay your Society dues to keep the newsletter coming. All payments after
Nov. 1st will be considered as payment for 1991. The dues for our Society are among the lowest
of any historical group around and are used to cover the cost of printing and mailing the
newsletters and for meeting expenses.
Prompt payment will be appreciated as it makes the recordkeeping for the treasurer and the
updating of our mailing list much easier. Remember that gift memberships are a nice way to say
"thank you" to someone or to say "welcome to Batavia" to a newcomer. Don't overlook a life
membership for yourself so that you won't need to bother paying each year!
Mail in your dues with the form below or pay the treasurer at our December meeting.
*****************************************************************************
BATAVIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: 1991
DUES
Individual:
Joint/Family:
Sustaining:
Life (each):
Business or
Institutional:
Bus/Inst. Life

$3
$5
$10
$50
$10
$100

NAME(s) ____________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________
CITY ________________________ STATE ____ ZIP _______
Mail to:

Treasurer, Batavia Historical Society
P.O. Box 14, Batavia, Illinois 60510

ILLINOIS STATE NORMAL UNIVERSITY: BATAVIA
Marilyn Robinson
A state convention of teachers petitioned the Illinois legislature for a grant of funds for a normal
school in 1856. Throughout the state, newspapers announced that the school would go to the city
offering the greatest inducement.
Batavia was one of the many cities that was interested in securing the new university. As its
inducement, Batavia offered the Batavia Institute, which provided a ready-made plant and ample
grounds, plus $15,000 in cash to become the site of the state normal school. This was enough to
allow the selection committee to make Batavia one of the three top finalists for the school.
Other towns in Illinois aspired to be the home of the new school. Residents of Bloomington bid
$100,000 and 1.500 acres of land. When the contest narrowed to Batavia, Peoria, and
Bloomington, residents of the latter town, led by Jesse Fell, increased their bid from $100,000 to
$145,725 only to learn that their original bid had topped the next highest by $20,000. They also
had offered the 1.500 acres of land. On February 18, 1847, Gov. William H. Bissell signed the
bill creating Illinois State Normal University at Normal.
Imagine what Batavia would have been like today if it had been chosen the site of the new
school. All of the historic homes in the Bellevue area would be gone. The town would have
likely remained "dry" until the 1970's. I can only speculate on how my own life would have
been changed if I had been a graduate of Illinois State Normal University: Batavia instead of
Illinois State Normal University: Normal.
(Information taken from JOURNAL OF THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, Summer, 1957 and NORMAL UNIVERSITY CENTENNIAL by Helen E.
Marshall and recorded notes by John Gustafson.)
PLAN TO HELP OUR COORDINATOR
Carole Dunn responded to my plea for a coordinator to work with the antique dealers on the
1991 Cigrand Antique Show. The show will be held June 8th and 9th and will be a benefit for
our Society. Carole will need a large number of volunteers to help sell and collect tickets, man a
booth for the Society, put up signs, etc. Mark your 1991 calendar now and be ready to lend a
hand for a couple of hours that weekend.

MINI-QUIZ ANSWERS
1.

In 1940 Batavia's coal dealers included Alexander Lumber Co. located just west of the
Depot Museum where Land O Lorin Pet Shop occupies one of the former buildings;
Batavia Fuel Co. that was in the area along the CB&Q tracks where the White Hen
Pantry shopping strip on E. Wilson St. is located today; Harold Plummer whose business
was situated where Weigand Lumber Co. has its business on E. Wilson St.; and Thorsen
Lumber Co. (previously Kahlke & Thorsen) which was on Main St. directly across from
where S. Harrison St. dead-ends into Main St.

2. & 3. The ten buildings with construction dates are:
a)

Anderson Block, later known as Crane's or Crane & Swan, located on the
northeast corner of Wilson and River streets, was built in 1870. The limestone is
wearing away and the date is difficult to read.

b)

The Methodist Church on N. Batavia Ave. was built in 1887 and is easily read
above the doorway.

c)

The former McKee St. Methodist Church on the corner of McKee and Lincoln
streets has its name and date carved in the stone below the window on the front.
You will note this is written in Swedish. Date: 1889.

d)

The indistinct date of 1889 is just above the door on the old City Hall on S.
Shumway (formerly Island Ave.) at the foot of First St. A contract was let in
August of 1889 to James F. McMaster to construct a city hall and dynamo
building (for the recently approved electric plant) "for $4,018 and foundation
walls for $12.50 per cord."

e)

The Anderson Bros. block on the northeast corner of Batavia Ave. and Wilson St.
was built in 1892 and the name and date are clearly read at the front roof-line.

f)

The old Louise White School on N. Washington Ave. has its date of 1893 and its
use, "Public School," in the triangular "dormer" facing Washington Ave.

g)

What was once called the Collins Block on S. Batavia Ave. was built in 1895 with
the date clearly seen just below the roofline. This is the second building north of
Main St. on the west side of the avenue.

h)

The other 1895 building is the Walt Block situated on the north side of Wilson St.
just east of the Fox River. The owner's name is also included on this one: "H.
Walt."

i)

A small metal plaque at the peak of the roof of the limestone building on the
southeast corner of First St. and Water St., once part of the U.S. Wind Engine and
Pump Co., states it was built in 1902-03.

j)

Clearly read in the concrete on the former tire station next to the old city hall on
Shumway (Island) Ave. is the date 1917.

NEWS FROM BATAVIA - NEW YORK
Early in October, Dot and I had an opportunity to visit the Holland Land Office Museum in
Batavia, New York. Unfortunately, we arrived 10 minutes before closing time. When the
gracious volunteer, Ellen Ruffino, found out we were from Batavia, she allowed us to stay long
beyond closing time. The museum is much larger than ours and its collection involves all of
Genesee County. It is in an 1815 historic building and is well worth a visit if you are in the
vicinity.
Mrs. Ruffino sent a packet of materials about Batavia, NY to me. She related a story told to her
about the early Batavians of the Netherlands. According to this story, the Roman Claudius
rounded up the tribe of Batavians (the Batavi that James Michener called “those fierce, sullen
men encountered by the early Roman emperors”) to use in his efforts to conquer England
because they were such excellent swimmers.
Upon returning to Batavia, I learned that our historian, Bill Wood, had visited the same museum
about a week before we did. He met its new director who shared with Bill correspondence from
the Netherlands concerning the reconstruction of a 1628 Dutch ship that was underway. The
name of the ship was Batavia and the original vessel sank off Australia on a trip to what was then
the Dutch East Indies. Bill presented the director, Jeff Bliemeister, a copy of the GustafsonSchielke book, HISTORIC BATAVIA, and I sent a copy of Marilyn Robinson's LITTLE TOWN
IN A BIG WOODS.
JUDGE ISAAC WILSON, THE COMMON THREAD
Batavia, Illinois was given its name by Judge Isaac Wilson. He had come here from Batavia,
New York in 1835 and named the new settlement after his former hometown. The following
information about Judge Wilson is taken from the record kept by the Joint Committee on
Printing of the U.S. Congress:
"Isaac Wilson, a Representative from New York; born in Middlebury, Vt., June 25, 1780;
served in the War of 1812 as Capt. of Cavalry; moved to Genesee County, N.Y.; member
of the state Assembly in 1818-1821; presented credentials as a Member elect to the 18th
Congress, and served from March 4, 1823 to January 7, 1824, when he was succeeded by
Barmento Adams, who contested his election; judge of the Genesee County Court for
several years; moved to Batavia, Ill. in 1835, where he died Oct. 25, 1848, interment in
East Batavia Cemetery."
(The above information comes from an article in the Batavia Herald of Sept. 1, 1933.)

OUR POST OFFICE: ON THE MOVE AGAIN
The U.S. Postal Service is about to decide on a location for a new post office for Batavia. When
built, it will be the eighth or ninth location at which Batavia has had a post office in the 150
years since our first one opened February 2, 1841. During that period of time at least 25
individuals have served as regular or acting postmasters.
Our first postmaster was Isaac Wilson, the topic of the previous article. Although we cannot be
certain where the post office was located at this time, it probably was in his home. The house
still stands at the southeast corner of Wilson and Prairie streets. A John Waldron served next
from 1846 to 1853 and he, too, may have operated from his home. That location is not known.
Next in line was Amos M. Moore. Sometime during his eight years in office, probably
immediately, the post office was moved into the Moore & Buck store which was on the
southwest corner of Batavia Ave. and First St. One source indicates a Marvin Houck held the
office for several months in 1855 between two terms of Mr. Moore's.
E. S. Smith was appointed postmaster in 1861 and served for twenty-five years---longer than any
other of Batavia's postmasters. While he was in office, the post office was moved twice. The
first time it moved into a small building along Batavia Ave. between the present Gammon
Corners and the Congregational Church. Later it moved to Wilson St. to a small frame building
that stood on the present site of Swanson's Hardware.
In 1886 Willis Grimes took over, and the following year the post office was moved one door east
into a larger building. At that time four buildings faced Wilson St. in the area where the present
post office and Swanson Hardware now stand. James McMaster was the next postmaster,
serving from 1890 to 1893, at which time Mr. Grimes again took over. During his second term,
the post office again moved east and occupied one of the "storefronts" in the new Van Nortwick
Block which extended along the south side of Wilson St. from Island Ave. to the Fox River.
Batavia's newest restaurant, the New China Inn, just opened in this location.
Rev. Andrew Challman of Bethany Lutheran Church took over the post office when a throat
infection made him give up his ministry in 1897 and served until his death in 1900. Charles
Briggs took over temporarily until the appointment of C. H. Brown. Mr. Brown served eleven
years and was succeeded in 1911 by Frank Hooker, who in turn was succeeded in 1913 by John
Geiss. He was postmaster for ten years. Lloyd Wood then administered the office from 1923 to
1926.
(continued on page 8)

Batavia Post Office in 1918 when located at 6 W. Wilson Street.
Postmaster John Geiss is seated at the desk.

Batavia Post Office staff in 1912-13.
L to R: William Welsh, J. Arthur Anderson, Walter Swanson
and Postmaster Frank J. Hooker.
*****************************************************************************
In 1926 William Davis was in charge for six months after which Carl Ekman was made "acting
postmaster." The following year he was given a regular appointment. Up until this time
Batavia's post offices all had been in rented facilities. In 1928 the federal government built the
present post office for $77,353.
Since that time, eleven people have held the position of postmaster or acting postmaster. These
include (with approximate dates of appointment): Jacob Feldman (1935); Leon Comstock (1951acting); Paul Hendrickson (1951-acting); Augie Mier (1952); Richard Markuson (1960-acting);
Phil Talbot (1962); Mary Clemons (1985-acting); Mable Bowker (1985-acting); Wayne Duerkes
(1985); George Gordon (1987-acting); and Julie Sabor (1988).
Before 1899 it was necessary to pick up mail at the post office. On June 1st of that year city
home delivery began. This had been anticipated for a number of years but inadequate
appropriations had delayed the start of delivery service. Three years earlier Postmaster Grimes
had notified citizens to secure a mailbox to be ready for delivery. "Authorized agents" were to
call on people and would sell a cast iron letter box and install it for $1.50. Delivery also
necessitated the numbering of all houses---something we take for granted today.

Do you remember these Post Office employees of 1935? Try to name them before looking at the
list below.
Dutch Leipold
Front row:
William Davis, Asst. P.M.
Carl J. Ekman, P.M.
Berger Stenman
Second row:

Neal Conde
Rich Markuson
William Welsh
Dave Challman
Axel Ecklund

Third row:

Charles Pierce
Walter Wood
F.G. "Stork" McDermott
Richard Benson
Ray Larson
Ray Nielson

If there are any errors in this listing which comes from the back of the Museum's copy of the
picture, please let me know so the correction can be made.
(Information for the article about Batavia's post offices and postmasters secured from a
manuscript of John Gustafson's, recollections of Frank Smith and of A. E. Davis, BATAVIA:
1833-1983 by Roberta Campbell, Julie Sabor, postmaster; and articles in 1928 and 1933 issues of
the Batavia Herald.)

HELP WANTED
Five offices in the Society are to be filled at the December meeting. All terms are two years.
Dave Sawitoski has agreed to chair the nominating committee. Positions to be filled, with
incumbents in parentheses, are: President (Dot & Jim Hanson); Recording Secretary (May
Lundberg); Treasurer (Elliott Lundberg); and two Directors (Ray Anderson & Ed LaMorte).
May Lundberg, who has kept excellent minutes for the past seven years, has requested that she
not be slated again. She will continue to serve as the Museum Volunteer Coordinator. Ed
LaMorte, who has been both a Director and the House Plaquing Coordinator for many years, has
also asked not to be related.
Suggestions and/or volunteers for any of the five positions are welcomed. Give the names to
either Dave Sawitoski (879-1193) or Jim Hanson (879-7492) within the next ten days for
consideration by the committee.

