P. O. Box 15
Batavia, Illinois 60510

Vol. 23, No. 1

THE BATAVIA HISTORIAN

Winter / 1982

The Annual Meeting of the Batavia Historical Society will be held on Sunday, March 7, 1982 at
2 p.m. at the Holmstad Retirement Center, Fabyan Parkway entrance, Batavia. (The meeting
will be hosted in the same location as last year's session, the center building of the three-story
complex facing on Fabyan.) A very unique program is being planned which will feature “A
Musical Tribute to the 20th Century” performed by Nancy Hubbard Roth and Peggy Hawse
Harper. These two young women have long won the hearts of Batavians with their musical
talent and they will share some of their delight with us Sunday as they take us on a musical
memory lane that will stretch back eight decades. We have further hopes that some audience
participation will find its way into the program.
Also on the schedule for Sunday meeting is the election of a new slate of Officers for the Society
plus a brief business meeting to be conducted by out-going President Jeff Schielke. This year's
Nominating Committee of Officers consisted of Roberta Campbell, Georgene Kauth and Penny
Tracy. Refreshments will be served by the Holmstad kitchen and all residents of the Holmstad
complex have been invited to be our guests for the meeting. As you may remember, last year's
session drew one of the largest audiences in the recent history of our Society.
Plans are now underway for Batavia's 150th Birthday Celebration scheduled to take place during
the year of 1983. Representatives from the city and park district, which will co-sponsor the big
event, have been busy preparing for the occasion and have recently met with officials in
Naperville who oversaw that city's similar birthday during 1981. Batavia hopes to encourage as
much “community involvement” in our 1983 celebration as is possible. Society members who
wish to become involved in the celebration our encouraged to watch the local newspapers for
more information. Announcement of the time and place of the first general planning meeting for
all volunteers in “Batavia's Sesquicentennial” will be made at Sunday's gathering of the Society.
A number of memorable events are under consideration for the celebration next year.
A number of interesting “Batavia events” are in the planning stages for 1982 in somewhat of a
“warm-up routine” in anticipation of '83. Scheduled for this year already are The Miss Batavia
Pageant on March 27th, a Heritage Art Festival on Clark Island and the Mid-American Canoe
Race on June 6th, Windmill City Festival July 29,30,31 and August 1st, and the 25th Annual
Outdoor Art Show on September 11th. Mark your calendars now for these important dates!
As most of you read in the newspaper, our Depot Museum escaped serious damage on January
12th when a sprinkler line in the attic area burst during the severe cold weather spell of that time.
Quick work by Chuck Kuhn from the Batavia Park
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District plus a fast response from the Fire Department saved the Depot from serious damage.
Thankfully, damage to our equipment or artifacts was minimal and no real loss was reported.
There was, however, heavy damage to the upstairs ceilings in the building and to the sprinkler
system. Ironically, the Depot had been closed down for repainting, redecorating, and repair work
and fortunately this activity had yet to begin when the problem occurred.
We continue to be a town with a Windmill reputation. In the mail last week the Society received
a letter from a farm owner near San Francisco who reported that some of the parts on his
“working Challenge windmill had broken” and he was wondering if we could supply him the
address of the Challenge Company's offices in Batavia! On the subject of windmills, Carole and
Bobbie Phillips of Batavia report they have spent a great amount of time recently researching
and recording on film the locations of windmills all around America. They have hopes to use
their efforts in a publication project in the future. The Windmill Merchant newspaper is yet
another sign of Batavia's lingering romance with the old energy industry.
Publisher Ralph Gebes has also undertaken the chore of printing a quarterly Batavia events
calendar which uses the windmill as its identification.
The passing of Batavia's beloved Elaine Cannon in January was news which touched many
Batavia hearts with sadness. The unique work of Elaine in creating scenes of miniature was a
talent which won hearts worldwide. The works of Elaine Cannon grace mansions and museums
across America and Batavia can be truly proud that she called our city her home. Ironically, the
dioramas presented to our Society by the Chicago Historical Museum arrived in town and were
placed on display in time to allow Elaine the pleasure of traveling to the museum to see them
personally. Carla Hill opened the museum during closing hours to allow for the special visit by
Elaine under the watchful eye of nurses from the Michaelson Health Care Center. Yet a third of
Elaine's dioramas was presented to the Depot Museum as a gift from Elaine. Howard Matteson
aided in the final preparation of the third piece before its presentation to the Depot. Beyond
these gifts, further Elaine Cannon treasure have arrived in the hands of the Depot thanks to the
generosity of Eunice Shumway, Agnes Larson and Mariam Johnson. Additionally, Eunice
Shumway made a generous contribution towards the purchase of some permanent cases for the
display of Elaine's work in the Depot. How truly fortunate the Depot Museum and the Batavia
Historical Society are to have the right to claim such talent at Elaine Cannon's as a local
trademark. Needless to say, the artistic flavor of the gentle lady of West Main Street will long
live as a true spirit of our community lifestyle.
There continues to be interest and resulting sales in our reprinting of HISTORIC BATAVIA.
Inquiries about the book are frequently handled by the park district office and McGregors Book
Store in River Square reports it can hardly keep copies in stock. Hardcover editions of the book
are about soldout with a fairly good supply of soft covered copies still available. Price of the soft
covered copies remains at $7.50 per book. With the coming of the Sesquicentennial little doubt
exists that John Gustafson's portion of the book will be in for healthy reading as planners of the
coming celebration try to retrace and revive some of the community's early years. Interestingly,
John recounts details of the celebration in 1933 when the community was 100 years old and
marking its centennial year on page 83 of the newly published edition of HISTORIC BATAVIA.
From former Historical Society President Harold Patterson we recently received a nicely framed
picture and written biography of the late Harold Bunker. Mr. Bunker, a long time member of the
Society. remembered us with the financial gift that allowed
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for the reprinting of HISTORIC BATAVIA. A long time farmer on lands to the west of our
community, Mr. Bunker was an avid reader and researcher and often was found enjoying the
collections of the Batavia and Geneva Public Libraries. The recent efforts of Mr. Patterson to
provide us with some biographical information on Mr. Bunker are greatly appreciated and have
been placed in the Depot Museum.
COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT
It goes without saying that the demands now placed on me as Mayor of the City of Batavia
mandate that I must conclude my second term as President of the Historical Society and ask that
I not be considered for any further officer positions at this time. I have sincerely enjoyed the
past two years that I have had the opportunity and honor to serve as President. Starting with the
love and dedication the Society found in its first President, Eunice Shumway, and continuing
forward for the past two decades, I believe our organization has been richly served by some most
talented people.
Batavia today, and our Historical Society especially, stand atop a mountain built with a heritage
second to none. Our community never needs to take a backseat to any other town for the quality
or content of its history. The chapters of Batavia's past, and the outlook of its future, are as
bright and wonderous, as any city in America could ask for. The true fibers of Batavia, I believe,
are not found in our architecture or our geography, they stem rather from the character of our
community lifestyle and the talent of the people who have over the years called themselves
“Batavians.” Like it or not, those of us who call the Windmill City our hometown are in a
special class of people who know down deep what it means to feel pride in your town, in your
neighbor, and your family. We are a community that draws itself together in times of trouble,
divides in debate in times of dispute, then instantly reunites when someone dare challenge our
rights or spirits as “Batavians.” We in Batavia, above all else, seem to sense tie importance of
our roots and it has been an important factor in the quality of our growth over the years that we
knew from whence we came and where it was that we wanted to go. Many cities in America
today lack direct or a course to follow which leads them towards progress. In Batavia we have
long enjoyed the trail to progress because we as a city know all too well the lessons of our past
and the clues towards direction these lessons offer.
In closing I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Officers and members of the
Batavia Historical Society for their support and assistance during the past two years.
J. Schielke
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE SPRING MEETING OF THE BATAVIA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
Date: Sunday, May 23, 1982
Time: 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Place: The Depot Museum (downstairs)
Come take a “magical trip back to more elegant days, days when ladies and
gentlemen appreciated the finer things in life and craftsmen took pride in the
creation of the beautiful and unique.”*
Guest Speaker:

Mr. Richard Haussmann,
collector of Aurora Silver Plate

We are very pleased that Mr. Haussmann is coming to Batavia and bringing some of his antique
silver collection to share with us.
Over the past 15 years, he has collected 200 pieces of holloware and 1,000 pieces of flatware.
The Aurora Silver Plate Manufacturing Company was originally located in Chicago. The
company moved to Aurora in 1869 and remained in business until 1919. Mr. Haussmann's prize
possession is a silver water tippler with matching goblets; his oldest piece is a child's cup, a first
edition produced in 1869-70. Other pieces include items no longer commonly used: caster sets,
pickle casters, marmalade jars, brides' baskets, berry spoons, shell-shaped sugar spoons,
strawberry forks, glove boxes, calling card receivers, and celery vases.
Mr. Haussmann believes silver should not be packed away. "The only way to enjoy it is to have
it out where you can use it." How lucky we are that Mr. Haussmann follows his own advise!
PLEASE JOIN US ON MAY 23rd FOR A DELIGHTFUL VISIT TO THE PAST.

*from The Beacon-News "Family" section, a feature article on Richard Haussmann, March 7,
1982; Charlotte Bercaw (reporter).

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS FOR
1982

President
Leigh & Penny Tracy
(879-7429)
Vice President
Earle & Lillian Horton
(879-3907)
Treasurer
Elliot Lundberg
(879-3942)
Secretaries

Trustees
Jean Conde (879-3646)
William Wood (879-1933)
Ed LaMorte (879-2077)
Walt & Georgene Kauth
(879-5290)
Historians
John & Lucille Gustafson
(879-1212)
Jeffery Schielke (879-1424)

Lydia Stafney – corresponding
(879-3576)
Roberta Campbell - recording
(879-3397)
Feel free to call any of us with your ideas or concerns. We want to hear
from you. Also please take a minute to fill out the membership
questionnaire on the last page of this newsletter, and mail it to P.O. Box
15 or bring it to our meeting.
The Batavia Park District has decided to extend the weekend hours the
museum is open during the months of June, July and August.
Beginning in June, the Depot will be open Saturdays and Sundays from
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. This means that 2 shifts of Depot Volunteers (2 hours
each) are needed through the summer. Being a volunteer is a rewarding
experience and one you can share with your child or grandchild (age 8 or older). If you could
give us two hours on either a Saturday or Sunday, please call Jean Conde (879-3646) or Penny
Tracy (879-7429) as soon as possible. The museum cannot operate without you and your help is
greatly needed and appreciated.
DEPOT
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

The Board of Directors have decided to offer 4 meetings this year with a
workshop or field trip to accompany each calendar quarter. Our winter
meeting was held at The Holmstad (a precedent the Board would like to
continue). Our spring meeting will be May 23. In June, we are planning
a "How To" workshop on dating your house, to promote the Historical
Society's project of plaquing 100 year old Batavia buildings. Our summer meeting will be held
the middle of July with a guest collector of railroad memorabilia. In August, we hope to sponsor
a trip to the Mooseheart Museum, courtesy of our vice-president, Earle Horton. In October, we
will officially "Kick-Off" the coming Sesquicentennial celebration, and offer another
architectural house-walk of favorite Batavia homes. If time and spirits hold up, we may have
some additional surprises.
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
CALENDAR

Spring/1982
NEW MUSEUM
ACQUISITIONS
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Carla Hill has provided us with the following list of recent donations
given to the Batavia Historical Society for storage at the Depot
Museum. We thank all these wonderful supporters of our efforts to
preserve Batavia's past.

From "Polly" Faeth: World War II nurses' uniforms.
From Grace E. Markuson: Batavia Metal Products "E" Award Program and a miniature replica of
an 8" shell made by this company.
From Lucile Gustafson: A petticoat and chemise belonging to Miss Grace McWayne.
From Lynn Clever: Two abstracts, dated 1841 and 1942.
From Floyd Johnson (Geneva): A photograph of the waiting station on Batavia Avenue; high
school commencement announcements dated 1931-1901-1907-1921-1932 and 1899; two 1910
postcards of the First National Bank.
From Mr. & Mrs. Victor Rudolf: Papers, magazines and calendars from the 1930's and 1940's.
From daughter Pauline O'Brien (St. Charles): Assorted carpenter's tools belonging to Elmer W.
Olson.
From John Gustafson: The spade he used to break ground for the Batavia Depot Museum.
From great grandson David Abbey Chambers (Ft. Wayne, Indiana): A $20 memorial for David
Abbey, a Batavia resident from 1830-1865.
*******
FEATURE
ARTICLE

The following reminiscence is from Lucile Gustafson to all of you
and is entitled:
OLD WATER STREET IN RETROSPECT

"Neighborhoods are born, develop, change, are 'reborn.' Old Water Street in the decade after the
turn of the century had a distinct character. To some, the keystone to the neighborhood was Miss
Fannie Patridge's home, southwest corner of Water and Elm Streets. She kept 'roomers' and
'boarders.' One of her guests was a little old frail lady named Miss Abigail Towne, one-time art
teacher at Batavia Institute, called Aunt Abie by some of the neighborhood's 'kids,' like Hazel
Klingborg Bergeson. Mrs. Bergeson, the next door neighbor, came to 'help' bringing Elaine
Bergeson (Cannon) and Mary Bergeson (Williams). West of the Bergesons lived Colonel Swain,
who entered the Civil War as a private and rose to be highest ranking officer Batavia contributed
to the Civil War. Next to them lived Louise Andrews Roger, who wrote Though Time be Fleet.
They were 'fringe' benefits. On Water Street itself there were the Klingbergs, the Bensons, the
Beckmans, the Hokonsons, the Gustafsons -- all of whom exist as families today. What do they
remember? Counting the cars in the Northwestern trains, boys sneaking swims in the old Barker
quarry, apple trees, playing ‘house,' singing 'rough' boy-songs, being kids, having fun with the
neighborhood kids. Your first neighborhood still clings to you. Apparently, neighborhood is
children, even after they are 'grown-up' and then 'elderly'."
The following map of this area was drawn by Arvid Hokonson.

REMINDER -- 1982 DUES ARE DUE!
MAIL TO:

Spring/1982 Page 3

The Batavia Historical Society
P. O. Box 15
Batavia, Illinois 60510
I wish to (start) (continue) my yearning of curiosity in Batavia's past. My (our)
membership dues for 1982 are enclosed.
NAME ___________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________
CITY ________________________ STATE __________ ZIP ______________

RATES: Single $3 --- Tandem $5 --- Sustaining $10 --- Life $50
*********
MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE

NAME ___________________________________
PHONE # _________________________________

I would like to help with the following activities:
______ typing

_____ telephoning

______ mailing B.H.S. newsletter

_____ working w/B.H.S. artifacts

______ volunteering at Depot

_____ writing feature articles for our
newsletter

______refreshments for meetings
______recording/writing oral histories

_____ other (describe)

Please describe your hobbies/collections/special skills that you might want to share at future
Batavia Historical Society meetings:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Do you have ideas for future Historical Society meetings, workshops or projects?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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ALL ABOARD! COME TRAVEL WITH US! TWO EXCITING SUMMER EXCURSIONS
HAVE BEEN PLANNED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT!
General Meeting

DATE: Sunday, July 25
TIME: 7:30 p.m.
PLACE: The Depot Museum (downstairs)

Guest Speaker: Steve Hyett, president of the Chicago, Aurora and Elgin Railroad Society
Do you remember the "Great Third Rail" and its train station in downtown Batavia? Steve Hyett,
dressed in conductor regalia, will take you on an historic, nostalgic, slide-show trip on the
famous Chicago, Aurora and Elgin Railroad. He will punch your ticket, callout the stations, and
see that you have a comfortable, relaxing ride on a real electric train from the past. Mr. Hyett
will also share with us some of his railroad artifacts which will be on display in our Depot as a
special exhibit.
A brief business meeting will precede Mr. Hyett's presentation and refreshments will follow.
Hope to see you all in the passengers' section. We're adding extra cars!
********************
Field Trip

DATE: Sunday, August 22
TIME: 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
PLACE: Mooseheart

Special host: Mr. Earle Horton, former Public Relations Director for the Mooseheart
Department of Civic Affairs.
Directions: As you drive into Mooseheart from Rt. 31, you will see the Clock Tower building to
your right. Go to the Mooseheart Museum first (next door north - parking where designated) for
a 45-minute presentation on the history of Mooseheart. We will then visit the Church and Baby
Village (plus other optional stops). Our afternoon will end with a drive around the lake before
leaving this wonderful city.

ELAINE CANNON
MEMORIALS

Elaine Cannon was one of Batavia's famous persons. If you missed
knowing her and her world of miniatures, you can visit our Museum
and learn about this fascinating artist and her creations from the
permanent display of her work. She is loved for her beautiful and
imaginative miniature dolls: the tiny 1-1/4" Dome Dolls, the Peddler dolls, and the "Little
Hickory" dolls. The tiny Dome Dolls have painted, wheat seed faces, wire bodies carefully
padded, ribbon skirts and lichen hats. The dolls grew and so did their charm as Elaine Cannon
created the Peddler Dolls (displaying their wares in such a convincing manner) and the Trunk
Dolls (fondly recalling the saved letters, party dresses, miniature doeskin gloves, and beloved
photographs). The "Little Hickory" Dolls have heads made from hickory nuts, with the shape
and texture perfect for that of little old people. Her Victorian room settings are no less
fascinating than the dolls and their accessories. These dioramas recall the memory of a Batavia
that was her childhood (like grandmother's parlor and the local dry goods store). Patricia Logan,
who wrote about Elaine, said that "one of her greatest gifts is her special potential for recreating
Victorian fact and fantasy." Her workshop must have been a never-never land with an endless
array of ribbons, buttons, silk threads, earring and bead fragments, old laces, fans, feathers to
name just a few of her materials. We are proud to own some of Elaine's miniatures. A custom,
lighted display case has been ordered for the Museum and will eventually house all of her
treasures. We thank the following people for making this display possible:
Miriam Johnson
Eunice Shumway
Hazel Bergeson
The Chicago Historical Society
Howard and Mary Matteson
Mrs. Agnes Larson
Mrs. Ebba Mittelstaed
Ruth Burnham
In addition, the Historical Society has received memorial gifts from the following friends and
relatives:
The Gustafsons

Hazel V. Bergeson

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Murray and Family

Alice H. Leipold

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Kaiser

Eleanor Oleson

Howard and Mary Matteson

Robert and Agnes Warner

Eleanore Dunlap

Eldora Hoover and William Wood

Paul W. and Ethyl Bergeson

Dorothy Bergeson

Mary E. Anderson

Blanche K. Nelson

Evelyn Benson

Richard and Mary Ann Bergeson

Leona Berg

William and Ruth Skoglund

Robert andꞏVirginia Kalina

Col. and Mrs. R.O. Bergeson

It is our intention to keep Elaine Cannon's memory very much alive and to share her fantasies
with scores of new admirers.
********
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Feel free to call any of us with your ideas or concerns. We want to hear from you. Also please
take a minute to fill out the membership questionnaire on the last page of this newsletter, and
mail it to P.O. Box 15 or bring it to our meeting.
The Batavia Park District has decided to extend the weekend
hours the museum is open during the months of June, July and
August. Beginning in June, the Depot will be open Saturdays and
Sundays from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. This means that 2 shifts of Depot
Volunteers (2 hours each) are needed through the summer. Being a volunteer is a rewarding
experience and one you can share with your child or grandchild (age 8 or older). If you could
give us two hours on either a Saturday or Sunday, please call Jean Conde (879-3646) or Penny
Tracy (879-7429) as soon as possible. The museum cannot operate without you and your help is
greatly needed and appreciated.

DEPOT VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

The Board of Directors have decided to offer 4 meetings this
year with a workshop or field trip to accompany each calendar
quarter. Our winter meeting was held at The Holmstad (a
precedent the Board would like to continue). Our spring
meeting will be May 23. In June, we are planning a "How
To" workshop on dating your house, to promote the Historical
Society's project of plaquing 100 year old Batavia buildings. Our summer meeting will be held
the middle of July with a guest collector of railroad memorabilia. In August, we hope to sponsor
a trip to the Mooseheart Museum, courtesy of our vice-president, Earle Horton. In October, we
will officially "Kick-Off" the coming Sesquicentennial celebration, and offer another
architectural house-walk of favorite Batavia homes. If time and spirits hold up, we may have
some additional surprises.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CALENDAR

BOARD BRIEFS

In an early planning session, the Board of the Batavia Historical
Society decided to try having one general meeting in the
evening. We picked July, when the weather is balmy and the
evenings are long. We hope you will be able to end your very
busy Sunday with a visit to our Depot.

Mary Matteson, a long-time friend of our Society, has replaced Roberta Campbell as recording
secretary. Roberta finds her spare time in short supply, since covering all the news happening in
Batavia. We thank both Mary and Roberta for their service to us.
The Board, on behalf of the membership, wished John and Lucile Gustafson "Happy July
Birthdays" with two summer plants.
The Depot Museum's summer weekend hours are not being extended at this time. Volunteers are
still needed, however, to staff the current hours the museum is open.
To date, the Batavia Historical Society is planning two special
projects to coincide with the city-wide celebration of Batavia's
l50th birthday. The first project is the plaquing of Batavia's
l00-year old buildings. We will try to identify as many of
these structures as possible and urge the current owners to
apply for a plaque. Upon approval, owners may purchase a
bronze plaque from the Society. To aid owners in dating their homes, the Society is planning a
brochure which will itemize various steps in researching a home's history and age. The second
project is the restoration and relocation of a small, windowless building once known as The
Coffin Bank. Now in storage, this structure was the first private bank in Batavia. Lucile
Gustafson and Walter Kauth saved the bank from destruction, and the Society would like to give
it a permanent home.
SESQUICENTENNIAL
PROJECTS

NEW MUSEUM
ACQUISITIONS

Since our last newsletter, the following donations have been
given to the Historical Society:

From Mrs. G. A. "Ebba" Mittelstaed: An Elaine Cannon Dome.
From Ed LaMorte: The Official Museum Directory (1981).
From Mrs. Raymond Feldman in memory of Carl and Raymond Feldman: A Shell Case.
From John E. Swanson: A Swedish Bible dated 1889.
From Virginia Freedlund: A World War II uniform and accessories belonging to Norman David
Freedlund.
From Nathalie Wulff: Assorted antique clothing.
We thank these people for their thoughtfulness and generosity.
********
Earle Horton, our Historical Society Vice-President, has been associated with Mooseheart for 61
years. When he offered to take our members on a guided tour of Mooseheart, the Board was
delighted. Reservations for the August tour are not required, but please circle August 22 on your
calendars today! Don't miss this rare opportunity to visit Mooseheart with someone who loves it
dearly!
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The passing of time is marked in many ways. Our last newsletter was sent out in July and here it
is almost "Turkey Day." We hope you have all had a wonderfully relaxing summer and are now
winterized, weatherstriped, and insulated for the corning retreat to the indoors.
Here's what's new in your Society:
The Board felt it was time for a social meeting, so we hope you
will join us on December 5th for a Christmas potluck dinner.
Baked ham will be provided if you will bring the trimmings.
Select your favorite Christmas decoration (ornament, candle, centerpiece, wall hanging, wreath,
etc.) and these will decorate our tables. Guests are welcome. This would be a jolly occasion to
introduce prospective members to our group. Don't forget to make your reservations by
December 1st!
CHRISTMAS PARTY

MUSEUM BRIEFS

Carla Hill, curator, reports a very good response to her recent
training session for Depot volunteers. She has put together a
volunteer manual which all present and future volunteers will
receive. We appreciate her efforts to keep volunteers up-to-date on procedures. New recruits are
always needed. Call Jean Conde (879-3646) to sign up.
A direct descendant of Christopher Payne visited the Museum in August. Judy Maginnis Kuster
lives at 1018 So. Payne St. in New Ulm, Minnesota. She is writing a family history and told
Carla she would send us a copy. For those of you who do not recognize the Payne name,
Christopher Columbus Payne was Batavia's first settler, arriving in 1833.
After months of delay, the cabinet to house the Elaine Cannon collection will finally be made by
a master craftsman -- a local one, too. Upon several recommendations, we contacted Mr. Helmer
Wiberg who came to the museum, took measurements, viewed the dioramas and miniatures, and
carne back with a drawing and a price. We gave Mr. Wiberg the order and look forward to
receiving a display case equal to the display.
**********
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NEW MUSEUM
ACQUISITIONS

The following items have found a new home at the Depot
Museum.

From Charles Morris: A Civil War Military Record Book dated 1899.
From Joan Rumps: A W.W. II Veteran Photograph.
From Mr. & Mrs. James Cox: Miscellaneous family items from the estate of Alma
Pipping.
From Jackie Graver: A chrome and glass display case.
From Michael Dixon: A floor to ceiling photograph of historic Bellevue.
In addition, the following memorial gifts have been received:
For Herbert L. Rowcliff, from Phillip Elfstrom.
For Philip B. Carlson, from Frances, June, and Delores Carlson
For William Murphy and G.H. Stead, from Walter and Georgene Kauth
For The Beith Family, from Mr. and Mrs. John E. Barta (Buffalo Gap, So. Dakota) who
requested genealogy data
**********
1983 will be special for all Batavians and we urge you to
participate in as many of the 55 planned birthday events as
possible. You can start the new year by renewing your Historical
Society membership and by asking friends and neighbors to join. Then be sure your bookshelf
contains a copy of Historic Batavia (on sale at the Depot for $7.50) which you promise, as one
New Year's resolution, to reread. What better way to prepare for our Sesquicentennial!
SESQUICENTENNIAL
REMINDER

**********
CHRISTMAS FEATURE

Nostalgic Reflections of Past Christmases
by Mrs. Stanley A. Johnson

"Going down memory's lane, both past and present I think the Christmas Season is the most
wonderful time of the year. Many of the events which took place when I was a child are still
impressed upon my memory.
The World seemed much larger to the individual as then folks did not travel so far from home for
recreation and visiting. People were more friendly and conditions in the World did not worry
them as they do today.
Usually the Night of Christmas Eve was almost like the first "Silent Night" for with no bright
street lights, the moon and the stars, the candles in the windows together with the glistening
snow was a picture of nature enjoyed by the Batavians of Swedish descent when they attended
"Julotta" at the Bethany Lutheran Church.
Many of our present conveniences had not been invented and there were few furnaces, electric
lights, radios and no gas heat and television sets. In the winter the front parlor would be closed
and a heating stove would be in the sitting room.

Page 3
"As the winter's seemed colder, you would dash down the stairs in the morning through the
closed parlor and into the sitting, now called living room, and gather around the heating stove to
dress.
The kitchen was the most used room in the house, especially at Christmas time. The windows
had fresh starched curtains and the floor was polished and scrubbed. My mother as well as other
mothers in the neighborhood were busy baking cookies, fruit cakes, breads, not to say the
process of making pressed veal, a meat delicacy pressed for weeks between large stones. Also
the traditional Lutfish which was then also prepared through a long process while today you are
able to purchase the fish in a grocery or meat market and only a few extra ingredients are needed
to prepare it ready for the table.
The parents and children would spend the evenings in the kitchen and on cold nights take turns
sitting by the cook stove with their feet in the oven. Corn would be popped to be strung as
trimming for the Christmas tree which would also be decorated with strings of cranberries,
candles and ornaments.
Mothers would give their children baths in a wooden tub placed near the stove. I still have a scar
caused when my birthday suit accidentally touched the hot stove as my mother was getting me
out of the tub.
As most people walked in those days it was fun to go down town on a Saturday night especially
at Christmastime. The Kinne and Jeffery store was a popular place for on an upper floor were
articles appropriate for gifts.
Toys of war in those days were little toy soldiers. Folks made many of their gifts such as
clothes, mittens, footstools, scarfs, sleds, doll clothes, etc. Skating and coasting were a popular
sport and children and young people were able to use Wilson Street from the East Side to the
Middle of the bridge. The frozen river was also filled with skaters, young and old.
One of the Christmas events I shall never forget was our Children's Christmas Program at
Church. At that time tiers of seats were built in front of the auditorium. They reached almost to
the top of the ceiling and all 300 children were seated facing the audience. It was a sight to
behold and the loud singing almost rocked the church. The late Rev. Philip Thelander directed
the singing and when practicing he would keep saying in Swedish "louder, louder." He himself
had a powerful voice. The audience was thrilled and we children were also enthused.
There are sad as well as happy memories at Christmas because of the faces of many loved ones
that are missing at our family gatherings."
**********
Maybe we could all use the reverse side of this sheet to record our own Christmas memories and
give it to someone dear who will want to remember us.

